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This: Hocklet gives « eunuindry in Bagtiah of the: PERIYA 
PORAANAM®: which was authored: in’ Tathif ‘verse by “the 
gtéat Sdivie scholar .statcemen: * SEKKIZHAAR” who. fe 
ttépectfully spoken of as ““ DIVINE: SEKKIZHAAR. The 
book describes the episodes of the very great devotes. of 
Lota Siva who withstood. sli the trials sed tribulations to whieh 
they were subjected by the Lord with «a view to bring out 
their gfeat alid unswerving devotions to the Lond: under. :.aih 
even the most trying, circeinstances. Each. of. the devatess 
bad his or her own particular favourite mode of service to 
the-Lord. The devotees belonged. to all classes and all professions. 
The Purssnam is called “PERIYA PURAANAM™, While 
God ig great and Hia name greater, the ardent devotees of 
the Lord are still greater, Ag the book describes the episodes 
of such devotees, it is called “PERIYA PURAANAM * 

His flolinéss Sri Sathchithaarianda Bharathi Swamigal, 
a friend of mine, bas written this Beglish summary of the 
PERIYA PURAANAM ih simple prote so’ that: it-can be read 
and undetstood by ali who have studied « littl Enghshk 
¥ strongly fodl that this booklet will create a spirittial apsurge 
in the minds of the readérs and will’ egg them ‘on: to 
andottake a study of ‘the original arid also Other saered books 
of Saiviam and also Vaishmavism.'' I'am, therefore, : doubly 
fidd: to ‘write this foreword to this. booklet on account of my 
great regard for His Holiness Sri Sethchitheapands 
Bharathi Swamigal. 

I fervently pray that Lord Siva may bestow Bis choicest 
blesshigs on ‘ail. ‘ 


SRIGHNAPURAM 
Jom] 92, 
Sri Brahmananda Theertha Swamigal 
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‘A PRRITA PURAANAM", weitten in Temil, verse by 
WSERKIZNAAR” keowe a. “ DIVINE SCRKIZHAAR”” 
ee ee en ae ee 
Cleo Givetddd: (aicwd t Newymomesr) of Lord Swa, 
Wordavems ts @ reavere ‘Weute of goetiont excellence. i 

tes out the preattess of Loni Siva Hie mode 
Of making Mis chosen devotee undergo great ordeals and 
Mals.wed Hits dhowering of the choicest blessings ca thom 
wien they withetasd ail the triele sucocesfully. 


4. The original name of the Pursanam was “THIRUTH- 
THONDAR PURAANAM'. ff has, however, been given the 

“PERIVA PURAANAM and if hat itso bert added 
io th the list of Saiva Thiranfuraid as thé twelfth smong then 
Awvaiyaar, the great and gifted poetess. in dntwer to # quety 
“Which is the greatest?” built a formidable tower th 
werte With fen flers of great things in the order of their 
Sépertority from the boffom to the top. At the top-most 
(rw tenth} tier, che placed the ‘‘grestness of devotes”. 
WM Blow, in the mirth tier is placed the ‘greatness of 
Lond Siva”. Thus, ‘the dévotees are considered to be greater 
flian. Lows Siva Himeclf This furniahes the justification 
for alma the “ THIRUTATHONDAR PURAANAM” as the 
PERIYA PURAANAM” There are alee other factors justifying 
fe and they ate donk with in the intfodsctory pert of the 
Putadéaai ect. 


9. tn satcating..the episodds selating 40 the great devotecs 
who had unflinching devotion to the Lord and .newer swemed 
from the path of supreme devotion in spite of being beset 
with great difficulties, the poet approaches fie: dang eben 
some of considerable awe and always lays, in welt ured 
terdit; ioptonrtite Streeb on the “fatrtific ercatecss of the 
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all such persons, it fa necessary to 
‘other, Incrcyes. ‘Toe pret Sta ata | 





is hoped that a study of this small book will kindle a deaire 
in all to go to the orisinal end derive the full pleasure which 
a weady OF UG crtgteal Porsanere te sere te ive: ' Even this 
small somaary, & ie bepedk. wilicthrilt the maded asd.-ofl 
their souls and enable them to appreciate the greatness: af top 
devotional deeds of the devotees. Those deeds are uncommon 
and it is impossible for the general humanity to do such deeds. 
Once the sage of Kanchi. His Aoliness Sri Sri Sri CHANDRA 
SEKHARENDRA SARASWATHI SWAMIGAL, said that the 
ordinary Worldly-wise men of the present day world will be prone 
to brand théte devotees as edcentriés; for, the former can hardly com- 
pechend, weds fest appreciate, how eny petton can make over his 
wife to a mendicant for the mero asking or how the mother and 
father of their only male child can cut the child and cook 
the flesh to feed a mendicant who plainly confessed to His 
cannibalistic tastes. The moral is obvious; it is only by Lord 
Siva’s grace that one can appreciate the deeds of devotion 
performed by these great devotees and understand that it is 
both a virtue and duty to honour not only these great 
devotees but also all devotees of God. The purpose of this 
book will be achieved if thie moral is imbibed by at least a 
few among thote whe go throvigh it. 


4. This took was written by me wbeut filters years ago. 
It could not be published till mow for want of support. 
I am greatly dadebtad to’ Brahmatt-f. S. Ramenatha lyer Avi., 
M.A. B.L., Advocate, Tenkesi for the great help rendered 
by bim in getting this pious’ work completed by making his 
own musificent contribution and by using his influence with 
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4, ‘1 am greatly beholden to His Heliness Set Brahwaneoda 
Tiecdtha Swhmigal for doing me the favour of writing’ a 


foteword to ‘the ‘book. 


S. Swaminathan, 
(Now Sci Sathohithasnande Bharathi Swami). 
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SIVA by HIS devoters. Mo inspiraticaal 
pouring, composed extempore duritig wo jorship of the Lord 
ia His various s‘rines by the devoters. Some of them ap 
also the product of their devotional and, 


meditation. 


2. These” Thiromursis™ are shniter to the Valshanvalte 
* DIVYA PRABANDAM” The latter are four thousand 


1. 2and 3: Thirngnasna Sambandhar’s verses; 
called Thevarm (ali chilled 
Thirekkadaik Kaappu ); 


4, Sand6: Verees of Appar of Thirunatlelh 
karesu, called: Thevaram; 


7: Sundaramoorthy Naayansat's veress; 
called § = Thevaram (also — called 
THIRUPPAAT TU); 


&: THIRUVAACHAKAM and: THIRUK- 
KOVAIYAAR of MAANIKEAVAA. 
CHAKAR. 


-%: Verses; af THIRU MAALIGAI 
THEVAR and cight ofbers named 
‘Shiscvistigps snd Thiruppaileendu; . - 





of Log  THIRUVAALAVAA- 
7% aa eleven others: aad 


12; PURENTONURAANAM by SEK. 
KIZHAAR. © 





4 Teva Porat ag fa of "Ge 
fon ‘to Loft’, SIVA ditt “by thea 

owhed | Sa all of whor’ dedicated their i ie 

a of a HVA and HIS ‘devotees. “They have’ ee 

ght e Wworthipped in SALVITE ‘temples’ in South 

Bey ATHU MOOVAR™ (Sixty three NAYAN: 

ue This Puraanem was written in ‘Verte’ BY 
SEKKIZHAAR, 8 great scholae and administrator. 


3: Yd evak -Thivediurais” = exctading «= PERIYA 
PURKANAM Were’ Vdng BY persons who Fived Mi different periods 
ObtiinG. Onity a PEW drtidhh them Were conferhpeniried. Mo enetupt 
was made to collect sort and classify them fore ‘long tame. 
Though some of the verses were in vogue among learned 
Saivites, having probably Seed tikHdéd down trot genesation 
$a. generation by memory, .the logation of the scriptoiy record 

the entire compositions: wes known to noné. ‘The Chola 
‘king. Abhayakulasekbera | who was @ pious and ardent Saivite 
happened to ‘hear some of the verses included in the 
& Taicumurzis "1 t Jssung. He was eqnraptused by the 
quality of their. , form apd voattag He was, therefore, 
anxious to get at the originals in their entirety. 


6. At that time, tine, 29. place called Thirunaaraiyoor, 
there was a Brahmin “A ake alts appellee Lord VINAAYAKA 
paepe Village, Than Lost oes clloe: “+ ~-POLLAA PILLAIY AAR ”. 

bed a yon.: NAMBIAANDAAR NAMBI, who 
was in his boyhood. Pons auning: the absence of the father 
from the village, the boy did puje to Lord Vinaayaka. He 
Mata “did: offeriniga Tbefote  thesrisdtd and begged Him to 
Ram *themi:"As tho” tdol: aiid ‘ne¥ Yelpond, the doy frantically 
roshel-te:agh- tis bea aagpaeit.e dione, as -ho thought that 


* 
Wo Bele’ wad new! taithled:Ab-moceptt-an efferingn. Khe Lewd 
(aah bel “ehev boy Ridck rand! ate:-the--elfetings: Thr boy. seuved 


Od thd Lind! tocdnciee filmy dv att astetwnd the Lontbleeed: him 
tennant toy. tang o:hgem' in Femib, ia grape: af 


tT ; 
ait? Gy BhesQhola Wing, . ee know. 
OF tity weme-nemmet exploit. ef, . the... boy.. He. . camped 
thi’tlee village aad: ) made. apveral, offerings, ta.Lotd Wane 
and atked the boy to request the Lord to cat.. 
Lord ate them as requested by the boy. The King who lasd 
struck with. this utili the services of Nambisandaar 
Yambito tearm ftom’ Loft Vinaeyake about eid “tbcatfon of 
¢ original script of tid “Thiremersis* numbers I tof 
ing, the details of the fives of the tenowned ‘devotees of 
Tord ‘SIVA The driginal “pelm leaves  éouteitring - “the 
“ Thiquaurais ™ it was fearnt, Bad’ been Kept locked up fa 
4 chamber in the Chidambaram ‘tethple. Tho ‘King procecdid 
to Chidambsrash with Nambisin@eat Nambi aid soduesd the 
coveted script, ut, to his hotfer, ‘ he foutid them’ covered 
e white apts. "A divine voice then sanoumved that that pert of 
he script which could be’ salvaged from the ravages ‘of- the 
White ants woutd suffice, ‘The King satvaged as thuch a 
possible. Nett _ Aandear Nam studied them ‘eed sorted 
and grouped them into the *Thiruiurais™ I to’ 7. Letes, 
under diving guidariée’ fica the ‘Lord ef (Chidetebarams, 
thusical modes pertaining to the verses weve ald’ discovered. 


8. Later, a choia King by amd Andpaayan’ tas’ onan 
‘heating with great rétish discourses on « Jain cletsic (Kavya) 
called * Jeevaka Chintsamani®’. His Prime Minister, by seam 
‘Arufasozhi digatl tise cafled Sckkizhaer, poimted out the 
Aimpropriety “of spending time on ‘a Jain classic ignoring the 
truly precious ‘Saiva Hitersture dedfiag with ‘the fives end the 
divine’ actieverents “Of Yhe great’ devotes ef Lond MIVA. 
“The Pim’ Mixteter aho give gAmpocs of tke fait’ — 

‘and’ the extrkérdinaty’ deeds’ of devotion of the guest 

yotees Of Lowe Siva to ‘the Kits wie was stentk - with 
lit 





‘‘Nost Tne' Gane “in putting Bo 
Pi wre Ge job ef daboreteg the Episotles * ahept 
Gl Wiad Coe ee ee whish cegid 
te-vasity--reed--aad- ~vederstoed---by--all.. ...Sekkizhaar went to 
Cobtemtanite.cntt,. oeing: ihimeal a0: endent, devies , of | oo 


é 
ea thle Lobd: te quibble! tebe; ten-«the: onlin 26 
ae The Lord senounped: th::a - diving ‘velne (the At 
Wud fe w0nned) |“ ULAMELAAM". of. the: -took: to: be 
Rita ia Vemil vores  Scktiebdar, worked teed. and completed 
the book ft was first published in Chidemberam: in tn 
eae Kine end a big sseembly of scholars. k 





entitted “Thin Thonder Pirkenatil’’ Yu due’ cours. this 

of Sekkizhesr. caine te ‘Be cite? “PERTYA PURAANAM™ 

ind wes inctatied as the’ twelfth - -gmeng the. SATIVA 
rumivrais”. 


9 As the name igaplies, this Purasnam is considered 
Y he a erat one among the honk: of she devotional 
literature Tie enisodes of the ittrtrinus Siva Bhakthes 
were originally told bv Lord: SIVA Himeclf to Goddess 
Panrvathi in’ SIVA RAHASVA. The pith and substance 
(the cares of thin Puramnem te contsined in “ THIRU 
THONDA THOKAT™ a decade of Tamil stanzas composed 
by Stmdaramoorthy Nasvaanase, His permanent abode is 
Monat Kaitaas pnd his name Agleata Sundarar for the 
rearon that he erasped in his natm the deadly HAALAAHAI A 
micon thet was renarrated during the .chuming of the 
KSHEFRAA’DHY (mith ocean) by Devas and Asuras and 
gave it to’ Lord SIVA Who consumed it. He emanated* 
ferm. the reflection of Lord SIVA when He looked into 
the mirror. He wea born in this world as a human being 
for the very purpose of bringing out the greatness of the 
Give Whakthen So. the Amt line of Thiru Thoada .Thokai 
ionmnosed fw him in hosour of the ereat devotess of Lord 
SIVA wan indicated to him by ‘a divine voige in Thiruvearoor 
temole for his guidance. Whee Sundaramoorthy Nasyansar 
onmpleted his activities in this world. he returned to Kailas 
widing a white clephent sent by Lord SIVA and cscorted 
by Mahss Visheu and all other Gods. On his, approach to 
‘Kaitos, Upsmanga Rishi and several .otbers who 
dented in front of Lord, 8 SICAS Giles diviee , sew 
‘Reatre. Upamenyy Rishi paid o | 
‘Upameeyn Rishi alk ts oa po 
‘than Lord SIVA. : Hence, the, 





‘esate etesratee em sa A AERC EEN SE EPO OTE ATE EIRE® 
*W Nowe? TA tot howevee, sieutioned:de the, PackiiMesmanante 





Purnanam hes & saique divine association with Lord SIVA. 
Further as already stated above, a Los VINAATAGA 
-to, Nagidi Aandase Nambi Lord Vi in 
Paieoperaigooe. Lanes, Vesa i Sivaachariyaar Pie 
wrote the, tif’ of Waiidese ea” and » short version of the, 
Peri Patianath wes abo, pda the Lond of Chidambaram 
in his work. The greateets of Pursangm it, tharefore, 
quite beyond questian. 


SRCTION 11 
THIRVVAROOR 


(Note: Thiruvaaroor in Thasjaavur district is a very promi- 
nent and famous SIVA KSHETRA. Lord Thyasgacasjaa- 
Whose idol was brought from the Deva Loka by. 
Muchukundhba Chakravxarti, having been obtained by. 
him as a gift from Indeaa, is the presiding deity 
of the place. Sundaramoerthy Neayanaas, an avataac. 
of Asalaala Sundaras of Keilass and composer of 
“THRIU THONDA THOKAI” giving in s nutshell 
the mucleus of the ‘Periya Pursanam™ was accepted. 
sa acomeade by Lord Thyangersajaa and, as o 
consequence, the Lord performed delightful Leelas at 
- oe of His Comrade Sundacamoosthy. 

aayeneat, Hence. this sestion on Thiruvesroor 
a place in the Pucasoam ). 


. Thirsyaaroer in Chola Nadu is very renowned 
on ee a ee 
place Lord SIVA (VANMBEKANAATHAR), of Thiruvaacoog- 
ie Ga ce te ne ee poral 

anocdotes a substan and 
talgue pert er Naayaouas, fy is, 
se Pagar geht less was bom - as 
yan oh 


Again, 
walked along the 


strects st dead of night for fulfilling the wish of Sundara- 
moorthy Nasyanaar. Sundaramoorthy Naayansar sag the 
Thirathondathokai in this place describing the —— of 
the Siva Bhakthas (63 Naaysomaar). 


2. Besides, Thiruvaaroor was the Capital of the Chola 
Kings who were renowned for their able and just admini- 
stration of the Kingdom. Ome such Chola, by name 
Manunecdhikanda Chola, became very famous fdr his stern 
dispensation of justice even to the point of inflicting condien 
punishment on his only son and heir to the throne His 
only son, who was a Jad rode his chariot one day along 
the streets of Thirvuaaroor. Just then. a cow's calf which 
was frolicking in the streets accidentally got under a rear 
wheel of the chariot and was crushed to death. The prince 
was aghast at this sudden tragedy and decided to expiate 
the sin by doing the Prayaschita ‘religious penance’ prescribed 
in the Sastras, Meanwhile, the bereaved cow rushed to the 
King’s residence and rang the bell to announce its grievance 
to the King. The King rushed out to know what the matter 
was and, when he heard about the death of the calf at the 
prince’s chariot wheel, he refused to listen fo the advice of 
the ministers that the sin could be wiped off by some religious 
ceremonies. He ordered one of his ministers to drive the 
prince’s chariot over the prince’s body in the same way as 
the prince had ridden it over the calf. The minister, 
however, cave up his life rather than carry out the behest 
of the King. The King, therefore, got into the chariot 
himself and drove it over the prince killing him on the 
spot Immedia‘ety, Lord SIVA and His CONSORT PAARVATHI 
gave darshan to the King mounted on the Vrusbabba 
(sacred bull) and blessed the King. The calf, the minister 
and prince came to life. The glory of Lord SIVA 
(VANMEEKA NATHAAR) of Thiruvaaroor is indescribable. 
There is a thousand - pillared mandapam (hall) in the temple 
where Lord Vishnu, Brahma, Indra and all other Gods and 
innumerable devotees of Lord SIVA always congregate for 
the worship of Lord SIVA and for offering their prayers 
to Him. It was in this Mandapam thet Sundaremoorthy 
Naayanaar composed his “ Thiu Thondar Thokai” according 
to divine will and under divine inspiration end guidance. 


. 
1. SUNDARAWOORTHY NAAYANAAR 
PURAANAM. 


Aalasia Sundarar, a devotee of Lord SIVA had the 
privilege of directly serving the Lord in Mount Kailas, 
Once he was engayed in gathering flowors in the garden 
for offering them ta the Lord. Just at that time, two lady 
devotees of Goddess Parvathi, named Aaindithai and Kamaliini, 
Were gathering flowers in the sam; garden for offering them 
to the Goddess. For a fleeting moment, Aalaala Sundarar 
suffered his mind to dwell on their feminine charm but he 
immediately recovered himself The two ladies also had a 
similar experience with regard to him. When Aalaala 
Sundarar went to the Lord’s pr:sence with the flowers, 
tie Lord Who is always aware of even the innermost 
thoughts of every being, told him that he should be bom 
as a human being in the South and live with the two 
ladies according to his desire. 


(Note: Sundarar’s birth in the South was ordained by 
Lord SIVA because the following important 
kshetras are situated in the South:- 


i) The Kshetra called Perumpatrapuliyoor (Chidambaram). 
where Lord SIVA dances eternally to the great delight of 
His Consort (Goddess Sivakamasundari) and where the sage 
Vyaagrapaadar, father of Upamaayu, worships the Lord. 


ii) Thiruvaaroor, the heart of the earth where Lord 
SIVA has manifested Himself as Thyaagesar (This is also 
the place where Sunjerar sang about the greatness of the 
Sivabhaktas which forms the subject matter of the 
Periya Puraanam); 


iit) Kaancheepuram, the place where Goddess Parvathi 
did penance on the bank of the river Pampa and worshipped 
Lord SIVA. 


iv) Thiruvaiyara where Lord Nandikeswara was born, 
did penance and earned the grace of Lord SIVA: 


and v) Thoaipurum (Sirkazni) which had the greatness 
of not being submerged in the great Deluge but floated 
over the waters and waich is also the birth place of Saiat 
Taitugnaatasamoandar the first among Saiva Acharyas 
whose Thevaram constitute Ssiva Tairumurais I to Ill) 


Aalasila Sundarar became immediately sad gnd prayed 
to the Kebd to resus hint from fie perils of ttandebe life 
and redeem him carly from lee bbrd agreed to do so, 


‘ Adfteta Sunderse took Ms bi ft 9 piece called 
Thivunadvaleer end his parents Were Sedayannar and lsaignseniaar 
Whe were Aadhi Saivae of the Saive Breivafa eect 3 When 
the chité (esmed Mam>i Asroorer} was playing fo the strects 
it atteneted the attention of the Kitg Who was passing that 
wey. The King took @ fancy for the chit and, with the 
coaseat of the parents, browght wp the child as his God child 
aad strietly according to the Brahmin traditions. The boy grew 
10 bea led of moerrigabdio age. 


3) The father, Sadayanaar, therefore, settled « bride 
in Puthoor village. When tho wedding ceremonies wese in 
progress, Lord SIVA appeared in the form of an ald 
Brahmin and told Nambi Aaroorar that, according to a 
written agreement executed by the latter’s grand father, the 
later (Nambi Aaroorat) was the formec’s indentured slave 
aad asked Nambi Aaroorer to follow hint (Old Brahmin), 
Nambi Aaroorar was enraged. He chased the old Brahmin, 
plucked the palm leaf held by him and tore it to pieces. 
The old Brahmin appealed to the wedding guests present 
there and told them that he came from Thiruvennainalloor 
att? that he would show the original of the document to the 
Brahmins of that place and  estadlish his case. Nambi 
Aefoorar and oftheré who were taken aback by this 
steatge happenin: followed the ofd Brahmin The case was 
heatd by the Brahmins assembted at Thirtvenmafoalloor. The 
old Brahmin produced the original agreement. It was found 
to be genuine and it proved his case. The signature of Nambi 
Aatoetar’s graid father who had executed the agreement 
wee verified and found correct. Hence, Nassbi Aaroorar was 
otdered to serve the old Brahmin according to the sagseement. 
The judges, however, wanted to know where the old Brahmin 
resided as they had sever seen him at Thiruvennaiaalloor 
though he said he was a resident of that place Thereupon, 
the off Bratimin told them thet he woud reveal his place of 
residence to them Followed by fhe Judges and others, the 
off Brahmin moved into the SIVA temple of the place and 
thea vacished, 


v 


& “WEE Wind? Aaréorar* wit isarprieed at this, ‘Lord 
SIVA ‘eppeavel ‘aHith’ Patvathi on thé “Veuthabha mount and 
remade ‘ Newsbi* Resoorar'  dbout' wit’ had fappened = at 
Kailaas. The Lord also named him ¥orthon@ar™ ' (areantag 
stubborn devotee) on account of the tenacity displayed by 
him ‘in GUNtig the case brought against Rim By Lord SIVA 
Himset? anf the’ stréng fanpusge and = invectives employed 
by hiss duciag the quer? Sundirer became contrite. He 
imptoted ithe petéon of the ‘Lord Who was well-pleased to 
grant ‘it. ‘The Ler’, thereupon, commanded Sundarar to 
sing im ‘Temil Mis proite. ami Asroorer was greatly 
moved ‘by ‘the Lord’s kindness fo him end apresied to the 
Lord fov guidance as he had so knowledge of how to sing. 
The Lord thereupow asked Him to begin his song with 
the weed ‘ Pititiea * (mad man’ which was the invective 
used ‘by Nawmbt Agsroorar against the Lortt when the dispute 
between ‘them: thickened. Driven by the force of grace, Namtj 
Aarooras’ Segam @ sing the praise of the Lord in verse of 
solemn strain. 


‘$. The bride who was to have sarvie? NewUl Aaroorar 
remained a apinster, epest her time in micditation on hit! 
and in:'a shore time ‘passed awey to reaek the holy feet of 
the Lard. 


6. Wambj Aaroorar .then- begem bis pilgrinmge to the 
Saivite shrines in- Tam Nadu and im every piace he composed 
cxtempare -stanzas im praise of Lord SIVA. They were 
called ‘‘.Pathikams” as. generally ten stanaas were composed 
us a single unit. de visited. Thisunaavalwor. Thicuthursiyoor 
and Thituvathikal. In the lastmacntiones place. Thirunaavek- 
karasu Nagyanaar, a very senowned Siva Bhaktha had served 
Lord SIVA by singing about Hime and cleaning the temple 
premises. So, Nambi Aaroorar was afraid to set bis foot om 
that gaceed soit and spent the pight ia a public vost-house’ 
outside the village. He was, however, mcdithtimg on the: 
Locd of Thiruvathikai. When be. fell nslecp, the Lord of 
Thiruvathikai took the form of an old Brahimin.and took his’ 
bed in the same rest-house placing His feet on the head of 
Nambi -Aasoorar, So; the.lettermeved to e: -diffesent place 
ip the resthouse and. even theme the, old Brehmis ogehr 
Placed..His feet. om the seed of Nembi Assiorsr. Newbt 


Aasoorar, (nerefere, .accosied, thy, Braksgin muh..eought em’ 


e 


explanation for the strange act of his. The fvahitiin vanished 
after asking Namb! Aarnorar whether he did net know Him. 

Aaroorar immediately reslised thet it was Lord SIVA 
aod he sang in Hie praise. 


_, 9% Then he went to Tirumasnikuzhi, Thiruthinatnagar 
end Chidambaram. When he beheld the fall gonorm of 
Chidambaram. he prostrated on the ground and with his 
hands raised above his head in worship entered the temple 
and sang in praise of the Lord in costasy. The Lord's 
divine volce directed Nambi Asroorar to visit Thiruvaaroor: 
He then reached Sirkaazhi where Thirugnaanesambendar hed 
lived and had been fed with Her milk by Goddess Paarvathi 
when he was a child. Here also, out of deep veneration 
for the place which had had such holv asenciation with Thirugnaana- 
gambandar, he stayed on the outskrits of the place and tang 
in praise of the Lord from there. Then he visited Thiru 
kotakka Thirupunkoor, Maavuram, Ambar Meabaalam, 
Thirupuksloor and reached Thiruvasroor. 


8 ‘Lord Vanmecka Naather of Thiruvaaroor indicated 
fo the people ef that place the impending advent of His 
ardent devotes. Nambi Aaroorar, to that place and asked 
them to give him a suitable welcome. They enthusiastically 
decorated the streets and the city and weleomed Nambi 
Aaroorar at the outskirts of the city. He paid his respects 
to them aud began to sing in praise of the Lord. He 
prostrated in front of the temple snd then entered it with 
taised hands. Nambi Aaroorar bowed before the thousand- 
pillared Mandapam and then worshinped Vanmeekanathar and 
sang in His praise. The Lord's divine voice then announced 
that He (the Lord) was the bosom friend and comnanion 
(comrade) of Nambi Aaroorar and that the latter should appear 
im wedding dress thence forward. Nambi Aaroorar exnressed 
bis immense gratitude to the Lord and then visited Thyaaga- 
reajaa’s Sannadhi in the temple. He donned his Wedding dress. 
and worshipped the Lord daily. The people called him the 
comrade of Lord SIVA. 


9. Kamelini, one of the two devotees of Goddess 
Rearvathi who bed met:‘Aslasla Sesdsrar in the flower 
garden of Keailaas, bed: taken birth ia Thiruvasroor snd was 
named. Pacawayasr, . She. had: growa:-to be: « maid’ of 


fl 


marringenhiG ake. She a6 usd © Worthip the ‘Lond in the 
temnie daily. One day Nambi Aarocorat- (now cafied *Sundurs- 
moorthy Nasyanaar by all the people) saw herin the temple 
and was- immediately a‘tracted towarde her. She elo felt a 
similar. attraction towards him Lord SIVA indicated to His 
devatees that Paravavaar should be wedded to Sundsramoorthy 
Naavyansar snd similarly indicated this to Sundsramoorthy 
Neavanaar also. The wedding accordingly took place and 
Sundaramoorthy Nasyanaar was living with Paravaysar at 
Thiruvaaroor. 


10 One dav. when Sundaramoorthy Waayansar went 
to the temnte he saw a bie coneresation of the devo 
of Lord SIVA in the thousand pillared meandanam and he 
pined to bocome their devotee (the devotee of devotees). 
Then he went inside the temple and the Lord appeared in 
his vision and asked him to sing the praise of His devotees. 
Sundaramoorthy Naayanaar asked for the Lord‘s guidance and 
the divine voice of the Lord announced to him the fired ling 
of the verse to be sung. Sundaramoorthy Naavansar then 
went to the Mandanam and composed extempore “ Thiru 
Thonda Thekai®’ expressing therein that he was the servant 
of every devotee of the Lord. 


11, An agriculturst of Kundaiyoor, a neighbouring. 
village, was supplying paddy and the other food ‘stuffs to 
Sundaramoorthy Naayanaar and Paravavaar. Once, on account 
of drought, the agriculturist did not have sufficient grain for 
supply to them and he was therefore, worried. During his 
sleep that night. Lord S'VA indicated to him that enough 
paddy would be given to him for despatch to Sundaramoorthy 
Naayansar. According to the Lord’s directions, Kubera (the 
God of wealth) stacked a mountain heap of paddy in 
Kundaiyoor The agriculturist could not find ways and means 
of transporting that quantity to Thiruvaaroor and fold 
Sundaramoorthy Nasyanasr so. As Lord SIVA had also 
indicated to Sundaramoorthy Naayanaar the provision of paddy 
meade in Kuddasiyoor, he visited that village, saw the heap 
and decided that only the Lofd could provide the agency for 
the transport. He went to Thirukkolili snd seng in ‘praise 
of the Lord, The Lard | asnounced that: :SIVA’S host (Siva- 
ganas) Would transport the peddy sot only to Parevayaar’s 
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ae query. rouse in the -catles -elty of: Dilemmnsecr 


rs '8Q. Gems time titer, one Kotpufi’ Nésyansar of Thiro- 
gacttipathsentcatt: invited ‘Semdartthoorthiy ‘Nas ‘to the 
feemev'e.pless. When the fatter went’ thete, ‘he ' was given 
@' grand sebeption. Kotpuli ‘Macyennar “eaked Sundaraiiooithy 
Neayansse to marry his daughterd’ Singadiyast ‘and Vanap- 
pekaigear ‘bat Swundaremocthy Maayenser ‘told bim that | Be 
would treat them as his daughters and he blessed them. He 
then visited the temple in the village and sang io praise of 
the Lord, He visited Thiruvalivalam,. wershigped the Lord 
in the temple, sang in His praise aad totumed to 
Thiruvaaraor. 


13% As the Panguni Utteram festival wes to take place 
in -Yeitavaardor, Sandara ‘Moorthy Naayaraar wanted’ to 
gather eehources for the expenditure during the festival. He 
Went te Thieppukaledr, song iu praise of the Lord of the 
Waeee and slept in froat of the tempte with a few mud’ 
beipks ‘serving as tis piltow. When te awoke, he found 
That. the ‘ticks halt become gold) He again sang it praise 
of the Lord and went to Thiruppanaiyoor. There ‘the Lord’ 
appeared in his vision as Nataraajaa in the dancing pose and 
Sundaramoorthy Naayanaar saeg im praise of the Lerd | again 

hen he returned ta. Thiravaarnor.. 


14. Again, some time ister, he vised Thirunanuitert: 
and several. other places and worshipped and sang in praise: 
of the Lard.in ewery. place. At ‘Ttrituvalemtpozhii, the Lord 
appeared in, Sumdaramooihy Wanyanaar’s dream and’ ssked him 
why he forgot to visit Thirummzhapaadi. The acxt morning 
Sundaramoorthy Nasyanaar went to shat place aad -worshipped: 
and sang in praise of the Lord. Them he visited several’ 
shrines on both sides of the vives Cauvery and reached: 
Thiruvaanasikkea: ‘There, in-his song. im praise of the Bord.’ 
Sundaramoorthy Naayansar sefesred to the Lond’s great 
kindgess in ordaining that the eek ornament dons by “the 
Chola, King while bathing in: the Cagwesy -shouid, ot Sesired- 
by -him, _ ‘the pot of ‘wates obtained fromthe river’ 
for ier sa: Abhishekea (hath) aud éhouwkd addr 


8 
t Thirupesthiianthirsatiem, There, 
net give him gotd, Sindaramoorthy 
was epect and tang ix & sad Vein Indicating thet, 
if the Lend of that plese Would not sive Mm gold, he could 
get it from the Lerd tm any otficr plage. Thereupon, he got 
the desired gold from the Lord of that very place. 


16. Then he went to Thirupaigngnceli, Thiruveengoimalai, 
Thituppandikkodumudi and reached Thirupperoor. At Thirup- 
peroor, the Lord gave Sundacamoorthy Neayanser darshan 
of His dence pote as in the Kansketabhai of Chidambaram, 
Suadaramoorthy Neayanaar desired to visit Chidambaram again. 
Ea toute, he proceeded towards fhirumudukunram avoiding 
Thirukoodalayaru which was very near.” On the way he 
encountered a Brahmin of whom he enquired the way to 
Thitumudutunram. The Brahmin told him that that was the 
Way to Thirukoodalayuru, led Sundatamoorthy Naayenaar for 
some distance and then vanished. Sundaramoorthy Naayanaar 
realised that it was Lord SIVA Who had appeared as a 
Brahmin and praised the Lord for this, worshipped Him at 
Thivtkudalayary and then reached Thirumudukunram. 


17. At Thicumudusunram, the Lord gave Sundare- 
moorthy Nasyeassr twelve thowend pieces of gold. Sundara- 
moorthy Naayanaar prayed to the Lord that the gold picess 
should be made to appear in a mirsculeus way at Thiro- 
varoor to the astonishment of the people of that place. 
Fhe Lord asked him to drop the gold into the Manimuthaa 
river ig Thirumsdukunram and recover it from the tank 
in =6 Thiruvaaroor. Sundarantoorthy Naayamear took a 
gmail pieee of the gold fer comparison of the quality With 
that of the gold to be recovered from the tank and dropped 
the rest into the river et Thitumudukunram. Thea he visited 
Thirukkedenteeer and scached Chidambasam. After worshipping 
the Lord there, he rcached Théruvasroor’ 

18 At Thiruvearoor, Suadatamoorthy Nesyanasr told 
Paravayaar abowt the geld dropped into the river at Thirs. 
mudukuaram and enid that he Would recover it front the tank 
at Thiruvaaroor. Paravavayaay was disgosed te be sceptical 
but went with him to the tank. Sundaramoorthy Naayanar 
Worshipped the Lerd im the temple and seatwhed fur the gold 
im the teak. As he could aot locate it, he sang fo praise 
of the Lord and prayed thet the Lord should fot it him 
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if 
down: inthe presence of a womag, «Then -be 
| math whea compared with 
sample piece with him. Agaia heessag in praise of the 
gold changed for the better 
became similar to that of the speciman piece. 


_ 19) After some time, he iIeft on a pilgrimage. 
He visited Thirunallsru snd went around Sirkaazhi praisiag 
Thirognaanasambandar without setting foot in that place which 
had been hallowed by the great Thiraguaana Sambanadar who had 
lived there. Then he left for Thicukkarukaavoer. En route, 
when he was tired om account of the Sun’s heat, he found « 
small thatched shed aod a Brahmin in it. Sundaramoorthy 
Naayannaat and his followers went into the shed for rest and 
Were uttering the Panchaskshara. The Brahmin offered food 
to Sundaramoorthy Nasyanaar who gratefully accepted it. 
The entire party ate out of it but still the quantity did not 
diminish. Sundaramoorthy Nasynaaar and the others then slept. 
When they awoke they found that the Brahmin and the shed 
had disappeared. Sundaramoorthy Naayanaar realised that it 
was the Lord Who had given them shelter and food and sang 
ia praise of the Lord for the kindness showa. Then they 
reached Thirukkarukaavoor, went to Thirukkazhipaalai and 
then to Chidambaram. After worshipping the Lerd there, 
Sundaramoorthy Naayanaar went to Thirunaavaloor. 


20) After staying for some time in Thirunaavaloor, ‘he 
went to Thirukkezhukkunram and Thirukkachoor. In the latter 
place, his followers did not reach him and he was hungry 
as it was past meal time. The Lord took the form of a 
Brahmin aad told Sundaramoorthy Naayanaar that, as the 
latter was hungry, He (the Lord) . would take alms from 
the village and feed Sim in a short time. Accordingly. the 
Lord brought cooked food to him snd Sundaramoerthy 
Naayanaar aad his party ate it. The Lord then vanished 
and Sundsramoorthy Naayanasar was again greatly moved by 
the Lord’s kindaess and sang in His praise, From there 
he left for Kaancheepuram, 


21) The people of Kaanchespuram who heard about 
the greatacss of Sundaramoerthy Naayanaar welcomed him ast 
the outekrits of the city. Then they all went..inte the. city 


22) Anindhithai, one of the two lady devotees of 
Goddess Paarvathi who were attracted to Aalsala Sundarar 
in the flower garden of Kailass was born in a Vellala 
family in a place called ‘Gasayiru” sear Thiruvotriyoor. 
She was named Sangiliyaar. As she had attained marriageable 
age, her parents wanted to find a groom for her. When 
she knew this, she swooned as sho had set her heart on 
marrying only @ blessed devotee of Lord SIVA and could 
not brook the idea of marriage with an ordinary person. 
When ehe reeovered, she explained this to ber parents 
and suggested that she should be allowed to go to Thiru- 
votriyoor and do service to Lord SIVA. This was not, however, 
acceded to by her parents. Some time later, some people 
approached the parents of Sangiliyaar for her hand on behalf 
of a young man. Her parents, however, evaded their request 
without revealing to them Sangiliysat’s aspiration. Then the 
youog man who had sought Sangiliyaar’s hand in marriage 
and the people who acted as his cmissaries died. 
Sangiliyaar’s parents were taken aback by this and out of 
fear took her to Thiruvotriyoor and left her there so that 
she might do service to Lord SIVA according to her desire. 
Then they returned to the village. Sangiliyaar daily used to 
make garlands of flowers in a secluded apartment of the 
temple and offer them for the Lord’s use. 


23) Sundaramoorthy Naayanaar visited the temple and, 
after worshipping the Lord, weat round the temple snd he 
caught sight of Sangiliyaar who had just then come out of 
her secluded apartment to deliver the garlands made by her. 
He desired to marry her and, after ascestaining that she was 
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doing devoted service to the Lotd, Ke went to the Lord 
Sid prityed that she be mtatle his wife, At, ‘sunset, the Lord 

in the vision of Sundaramootthy Nesyanser and 
etsured him that Sargiliysae would marry him. That came 
figit, tie Lord appeared fm Sangiltyaar's dream and told 
her that Sundaramoorthy Nayawsar was His tiessed devotes 
and bosom companion and that she should marry him. She 
was plestantly sufprised and, though willing to marry 
Sunduramootthy Naaysnesr, she represented to the Lord 
that Surdantmootthy Neayansar ‘had already been happity 
married at Thiruvaaroor. The Lord said that she could ask 
Sundaramoorthy Naayanasr to promise her that he woul not 
leave her. She agreed. The Lord then appeared in the vision 
of Sundaramoorthy Naayanaar and told him that Sangiliyaar 
would mirry hitn if he promised not to ltesve her. Sundara- 
moorthy Naayandac was perplexed as such a promise, ff 
made, would prevent him from going on his pilgrimages to 
worship Lord SIVA in His temples in various places. So, 
h> requested the Lord'to absent Himself from His Sanctum 
Sanctorum in the temple and be present under the flower 
tree in the temple at the time when he would make his 
promise to Sangiliyaar so that the promise might sot be 
thade directly in the presence of the Lord. The Lord agreed 
but He told Sangiliyaar that she shoutd ask Sundaramoorthy 
Naayanosar to make his promise underneath the flower tree 
and not in front of the Lord’s Sanctum Sanctorum. Next day, 
Sunijaramoorthy Naayanaat met Sangiliyaar and she asked him 
to make his promise to her underneath the flower tree. 
Sundardmoorthy Naayansar was taken aback but he made the 
promise uader the tree as, at that stage, he could not but 
carry out her request, That aight, the Lord told His 
devotees in the place to arrange for the marriage of Sangiliyaar 
with Sundaramoorthy Nasyanaar and it was celebrated 
accordingly. 


24) Sundaramoofthy ‘Naasyanaar lived with Sangiliyaar 
for some time. Then he remembered that the Vuasanthot- 
sava of the Lord of Thiruvaaroor was approaching and wanted 
to go to Thiruvaaroor. He worshipped the Lord of Thiru- 
votriyoor im the temple and teft for Thiruvaaroor. Immediately, 
he became totally blind. Realising that this was due to his 
haviog broken the sacred promise made to Ssngiliyaar before 
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the Lesd,. be sang in-praise. of the Lond but with na, effect., 
Eves: 80, heswaw deteminedste go. to, Thisuvaaroor.. Led... by, 
some-pemoms, he remeked Titrussliniysayil,, wesshipped a) 
sang is'praise ‘ ef: the: Lord. Then. he. want to, Thituvetune. 
poshtkemandsang'a senp-onquiriag: th: Lord. whether Ha. waa 
io: the temple, Thodordeaid that Howes there alright. ead gaye 4. 
walling stick te Sundsrameerthy Neaynmesr, Then. be went. 
to Pasheyancos: From there he. coached the, outakira. ef. 
Thituvesinskkeadu wieese: Keareikbesl Ammayaas, 8 gf9tt 
devetes: ef the Lord; bad walled on. her head: going. round: 
the ‘temple: considering it to be a sserilogs. te. walk over the 
eacted: placs en her feet. Me sang about the Losd from the. 
outukirts: of the place without going into the. place. qut of 
deference. for the greatnesa: of Kasraskkaal Ammayaar agd tho. 
holy: suil Which she did not toveh with her feat. Then, by. 
Went to Thisuvooval and Kagneheepuram. Ad. Kasnchecpuram, 
he’ worshipped Gedtiess Kaemankeli and went to the temple 
of Lord Ekaambaceswera. ‘Suadaramoocthy Naayanaat § Wafr, 
shipped the Lord and prayed to Him te restote hia cye sight 
so that be could ese the Lord's form. His left eye sight 
was restored te him. As Kesaacheepuram 1s the seat of a 
reewned Sakkthi Peetam presided over by Goddess Kaamaakshi 
and as the lef half of Lord SEVA'S form is that of the 
Goddess, Sundarsamoorthy Neayanaat’s left eyo got its sight 
there. He then jeft Kaancheepuram and reached Chola Naadu 
through Thirovaamaathoor and Thiruvarathurai. 


25) He visited Thirnvaavaduthurai and Fhiruthuruthi. fn 
the latter place, he prayed to the Lord to cure him of a 
disease from which he was suffering greatly. the Lord told 
tim to take his beth in the temple tenk and, when he did so, 
to the surprise of all, he was completely cured of his disease. 
He sang in praise of the Lord and reached Thiruvaaroor. He 
prayed to Lord Vanmeeksnastbar to restore sight to his sight 
eye -as he ‘wasted to see the Lord with both his eyes. His 
reytert was gisnted. Sundaramoorthy Neayanaar then went to 
Devasiriyamandapam (thousand-pillared mandapam) and stayed 
there, 


26) Some of Sundaramgorthy Nasygnaar’s followers who 
went to Paravayaar’s house were not allowed to enter it as 
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‘Paravayass was enraged om accoumt of the marriage of 
Sundaramoorthy Nayannar with Seagiliyear, When he heard 
this, Suadaramoorthy Nasyasass was upset. He sent some 
people to pacify Peravayear. They were unable to do te. 
Paravayasr said indignantly that she would give up her life 
if Sandaramoorthy Nesyanaar should aftempt to rejoin her. 
So, Sundaramoorthy Nasyanasr prayed to the Lord of Thiru- 
vaaroor at mid-night. The Lord ia His kindness appeared 
before him and asked him what be wanted Sundaramoorthy 
Nanyanaar prayed that the Lord should undertake the task 
of pacifying Paravayaatr and rce-uniting her with him. Tho 
Lord agreed to do so and went to Paravayaar's house in the 
guise of an Archaka of His temple. He knecked at the locked 
door of Paravaysar’s house. Paravayaar who was sad and 
sleepless identified the voice as that of the Lord's Archaka 
aad opened the doer not knowing what made him go to her 
at that mid-night hour. When she was told by her visitor 
that she should allow Sundaramoorthy Maayanasr to rejoin 
her, she refused to do so and also told the visitor that it 
was not preper on his part to havo interfered in the matter. 


27) The Lord went back to Sundaremoorthy Naayanaar 
and told him of His failure to pacify Paravayyar. Swadara- 
moorthy Naayanaar begged the Lord to intervene once again 
and somehow bring Pacavayaar round He said that he would 
give up his life if it could not be dome. The Lord told him 
that He would try again and went in His own form with 
His SIVA Gaoas Meanwhile, Paravayaar sensed that the 
Archaka who spoke ts her . should have been the Lord 
Himself and she regretted her failure to act up to the advice 
given to her. So, when the Lord now appeared in her house, 
she prayed for forgiveness and agreed to allow Sundaramoorthy 
Naayanaar to rejoin her, The Lord broke this good news to 
Gundaramoorthy Nasyanaar aad he and his followers proceeded 
to Paravayaar's house, Paravayaar had suitably lit her house 
and adorned it and she welcomed Sundaramoorthy Negaigipgar 
with great delight. 





28) The news of the Lord’s intercession with Paravayaar 
on behalf of Sundaramoorthy Naayanaar was received by a 
great devotee of Lord SIVA by name Yeyarkone 
Kaiikkaama Naasyanaar of Thirupperumangalam with great 
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concern, He was steraly of opinien that Sundaramoorthy 
Naayenat should act have eet the Lord on such a task 
and was beside himself with rage om that scoount. Sundara- 
moorthy Naayanaar prayerfully breught this to the Lord's notice. 
The Lord made Yeyarkone Kalikkaama.Naayanaar suffer from 
acute stomach pain aad also told him that only Bundaramoorthy 
Neayasear could cere him of it, Yeyarkone Kalikkaama 
Naayansar refused to seek cure from Sudaramoorthy Naayansar 
The Lord also told Sundaramoorthy Naayanaar that he should 
go and cure him of bis ailment. When Yeyarkone heard that 
Sundaramoorthy Neayanaar was on his way to visit him (the 
former) for curing him of the ailment he (Yeyarkone) out 
his stomach with a knife and died. When Sundaramoorthy 
Naayansar arrived at Ycyarkone's house and found what had 
happened, he was very much upset and attempted to cut 
himself also with the same knife. But, by the Lord’s grace. 
Yeyarkone came to life, caught held of the knife and 
prevented Sundaramoorthy Nasyanaar from cutting himself. 
They both embraced cach other in friendship. Then they both 
went to Thiruppunkoor aod worshipped the Losd there. 
Then they went to Thiruvasroor and Yeyarkone Kalikkaama 
Naayaonar returned to hig village after worshipping the Lord 
of Thiruvaaroor. 


29) Then Sundaramoorthy Neayanaar went to Thiru- 
naagaikkaarohanam, worshipped the Lord, Sang in His praise, 
obtained gold, gems, jewels, clothes, horses, sword etc. and 
returned (o Thiruvasroor after worshippisg the Lord im 
various places, 


30) Then Cheramaan Perumin Naayanaar (Chea King who 
was in Kodungaloor of Chola Mandalam (region) Icarnt 
about the greatness of Sundaramoorthy Naayansar from 
Lord SIVA. He proceeded to Thiruvaaroor to meet 
Sundaramoorthy Neayanaar. The latter welcomed the King 
and they both embraced each other. Sundaramoorthy Naayanaar 
played host to the king and took Him to the temple to 
worship the Lord. 


31) After some time, Sundaramoorthy Nesyanaar desired 
to go on a pilgrimage to various places in Pandyanaadu., He 
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wiashippéd Vanmeckadiathit of Thiruvadroor and west with 
“Chera King” to | Keezhivanctidor, ' ‘Thirunskgeiitkarobansm 
andi Vodasranyiin. At the last-montivned” piace, he saw the 
door-way’ in the’ temple whieh hati been weed ‘by the 
Vedas once upon a time snd wai’ substqueitly closed in such 
® manner that'no oné could opin it, But Thirdnavukkaresu 
aad Thirughasnd Sambandat duridy their jotat” visit : 
Vodatiranyam had respéctively opened amd closed the door-wa 
by their songs. Sundéramoortliy Naayahas? paid hte reac 
ful homage to them botli. Thet We and the Chem’ King 
went to Agastiyaanpalif aid Kuzhagarkodi and reached 
Pandyanaadu. 


32) Tes visited Thiruppithdor and teft for Madurai. 
Near Mad ural, they we'e ae by the Pashdya King: 
and his gon in-low — (Kidj’of Chola Nédu) They ail” wem 
to Madurai aad Batetaocorl Neaynchat worstripped: Lord 
Sompluadarcayara sid sang if Hid’ pratv’é. The Pashdys King 

lodged Sundaramoditiy Naajandar add the Chere King if 
a : palatial building. After staying thete for sdme time, 
Sundaramioortiy Naayansat left With’ the three Kings to 
Thirugpovaanam and stayed therd for some days. Then 
he returned to Madurai with the three Kings. He vied 
Thiruvaappanoor and Thiruvedakam. Then be went to Thirup- 
parankundram with the. Kings atid worshippéd the Lord and 
sang in his praise. Then Sundarsmoorthy Neaysanar and 
the Chera King left for Thirukkutradlam. Thirokkurumpala, 
Thirunelveli and Rameswaram While staying in Rameswaiam. 
he sang in praise of the Lord of Thirukkaetheeswaram in 
Sri Lanka. 


33) Leaving Rameswaram he went to Thirschchuzhial 
where the Lord appeared in his dream in the form of 
a bull and told Susidaramoorthy Nasyanear. that His (the 
Lord's) abode was Kaanapper. Sundarmoorthy Naayanase. 
therefore, went to that place, worshipped sang in 
praise of the Lord and went to Thirug yil and 
entered the hols territory, He reached , Sbiruvaaroor 
after visiting Pathaleeswaram. The Chera King aad Susdara- 
moorthy Naayanaar stayed for some time im Pacavayaar's 
house at Thiruvaaroor. 
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34) The Chera King soon desiroh@ 
Kingdom. Sundaramoorthy Nesyansar alsQ, 2 Steal 
They reached Thirukkandiyoor and worshigd Be aay of 
that place. The Chera King suggested to Wi io 
Naayannar that they should visit Thirovaiyaaru which was close 
by on the bank of the Cauvery. Tho river was in full flood 
and could aot be crossed even on boats. Sundaramoorthy 
Naaysoasr sang in praise of the Lord of Thiruvaiyssru and 
the river gave them a passage. The rushing: waters accumulated 
and stayed like a hill on ene side and the flowing water 
on the other side moved away leaving the sandy bed exposed 
in the middle. The party of devotees including the Chera 
King who sccompanied Sundaramoortby - Nasyanaar was 
wonder-struck at this and, praying to God, they all weat 
to Thiruvaiyasru, worshipped the Lord and returned by the 
same passage to the other side of the river. Then the river 
water which had been staying unmoved like a hill till then 
tesumed its flow, 






35) Then they all went towards the west, passed 
Kosganaadu and reached Kodungaloor. The Chera King took 
Sundaramoorthy Naayanaar to Thiruvanjaikkalam. After 
worshipping the Lord and singing in His praise, Sundaramoorthy 
Naayanpar was mounted on an elephant with the Chera King 
seated behind him and honouring him as if Sundaramoorthy 
Naayanaar was the King and he (the King) was a humble servant. 
In that manner, they reached Kodungaloor where again the king 
greatly honoured Sundaramoortby Nasyanaar by seating him 
on the throne and worshipping him. 


36) After staying there for some time, Sundaramoorthy 
Naayanasr wanted to return to Thiruvaaroor. The Chera 
King tried to retain him there itself, but Sundaramoorthy 
Naayanaar resolutely left. The King sent a huge retinue to 
follow Sundarsmoorthy Nasyaanar with many valuable presents. 
When Sundaramoorthy Neayanaar spproached Thirumurugan- 
poondi, Lord SIVA ordered His Sivaganas to go in the 
guise of hunters and plunder the valuables from the bearers. 
The Ganas did accordingly and the bearers complained to 
Sundaramoorthy Nasyanaar about = it. Sundaramoorthy 
Nasyanaar worshipped the Lord at Thirumaruganpeondi snd 
tang to Him asking Him why He was in that place where 
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the plunder took place. ‘The Lotd wade the Ganas stacle the 

valuable in frost’ of the ‘temple. Sundaramoorthy 

yesear then left the place accompehied by the bearers 
with the watuables and'‘reached Thirdvasrotr. 


$1) After staying in Thiruvaaroor for some days, 
Suadaramoorthy Nasyadaar wanted to go to the Chera King 
and left Thiruvaaroor, When he reached Thiruppukkoliyeor 
(AVINASH!), he found in a street that there was great 
rejoicing In ene house while there was great mouming in 
another house. On enquiry, Sundaramoortby Neayannar learnt 
that two boys aged five had gone to bathe in a tank some 
years ago and one of them was devoured by a crocodile 
while the other returned safe. The latter's Upanayanam 
(sacred thread ceremony) was taking place that day and 
there was rejoicing in that house. In memory of the other 
boy, the people were mourning in-the other house Sundara- 
moorthy Naayanaar was greatly moved when he heard this. 
Just then, the deceased boy’s parents came to hum aad pros- 
trated before him. To his eaquisy,, they replied that the sad 
event had taken place seme years earlier but their long- 
standing desire to meet him was fulfilled just then and 
they were happy about it. Sundaramoosthy Nasyanaar was 
struck with their great love for him even in such a sad 
moment of theirs lives. He, therefore, decided to bring to 
life their deceased son before going to the temple to 
worship the Lord of Avinashi. At his suggestion, he was 
taken to the tank in question and there he sang to the 
Lord asking Him to make Yama the God of death. 
surreader the boy back alive. Before the fourth stanza was 
completed,. Yama put the boy into the stomach of. the 
crocodile after giving the boy the normal growth of . the 
years that bad gone by after he had been devoured by the 
crocodile. The crocidile disgorged the boy alive, The pareats 
and the boy prostrated before Sundaramoorthy - Nasyanaar. 
The Devas showered blossoms and the people asound were 
ecstatic at what they had seen Then Syasaramoorthy 
Naayanaar weat to the temple with the boy and his parents, 
worshipped the Lord and returned to the boy’s house where 
he had the Upanayanam of .the boy performed ip his 
presence. 


38) Ho then reached the hill region of the Chera’ King. 
The people of tie. grea rushed fo the King and ‘told 
hit ‘of the smiricle performed by Supdaramoortliy . .Naayaniaac 
at Avinathi. The King was immenaly’ happy . and made all 
attangements to give a royal reception | to Sundaramoorthy 
Néayadaar. The King mounted bis clepbant rs followed by 
his ministers and’ bigh’ officials proceeded to receive Sundara- 
moorthy Nasyanast. He prostrated before Sundaramoorthy 
Naayahear and moutited him. on the clepbant, . himeelf (ibe 
King) holding the ‘umbrella to Sundaramoorthy Naayansar. 
The latter stayed in that place and visited some surrounding 
places and worshipped the Lord in all those places. 


' $9) One day, when the Chera King ‘was taking © bath, 
Sundaramoorthy -Naayanear went to: Thiruvanjaikkalam, went 
round the temple, prostrated bofore the Lord and prayed 
with great devotion to redeem him from the world and take 
him to the.Lord’s service in Kailaas When he had. com- 
pleted his song in praise of the Lord and was coming out 
of the temple, Lord Vishnu,. Brahma and other Gods /met 
him with a white elephant according to the directions of the 
Lord of Kailaas and informed him that Their mission was to 
take him back to Kailaas. The Gods did obeisance to him 
and mounted him on the ‘elephant with great eclat to the 
aecompaniment of divine music and: floral showers. Sundara- 
moorthy Nusyanaar at that moment thought of the Chera 
King. 


40) The Chera King learnt about all this and imme- 
diately rode a horse to Thiruvanjaikkalam, saw Sundara- 
mvorthy Naayapaar’s ethereal progress to Kailas and whis- 
pered into the horse's ear the Lord’s: Panchasksharn mantra. 
Immediately, the horse rose in. the sky, .reached Sundara 
moorthy Naayanaar’s elephant, went round it in veneration 
and them went in advance of it. 


, 41) The. Chera King’s retinue who saw all this resolutely 
cut themselve to death with theit swords, attaised Veera 
Swarge and went before the King. in respectful service to 
‘him. 
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42) Sundaramoorthy Nayanst reached the southern 
eatrance to Keilaas singing a song im praise of the Lord. 
There he and the Chera King dismounted and weat Into the 
temple. The Chera King, however, was kept waiting outside 
the Lord’s Sanctum while Sundaramoorthy Naayanasr went 
inside. The Lord welcomed Sundaramoorthy Naayanaar and 
the ‘latter gratefully acknowledged the kindness of the Lord in 
having redeemed him from mundane life and restored him to 
the Lerd’s service and presence. He then informed the Lord 
about the waiting Chera King. The Lord called the latter to 
His presence and asked him tobe the Chief of the Sivaganas 
Sundaramoorthy Nasyanaar resumed his original service to 
the Lord in Kailaas as Aalaala Sundarar. 


43) Paravayaar and Sangiliyaar also returned to Kailaas, 
became Kamalini and Anindbithal as before and resumed their 
service to Goddess Paarvathi, 


44) The song by Sundaramoorthy Naasyanaar when 
he was making his ethereal progress to Kailaas was entrusted 
to Varuna for being conveyed to Thiruvanjaikkalam. It was 
accordingly conveyed. 


2. PURAANAM OF THE BRAHMINS LIVING 
IN THILLAI. (CHIDAMBARAM). 


1, Chidambaram, the .sceat of Lord Nataraja (Lord 
SIVA in the dance pose) occupies a very prominent place 
In Saivite philosophy and Aagamaas. It embodies the most 
intricate Vedantic truth about the human soul. The Lord 
in His Linga Form and in the form of Natarsja in 
Chidambaram. is served by a sect of Brebmins who are 
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refetted ‘to by the term: ‘‘ Brahmins who live in Thillai”. 
They were originally: three thousand in‘ number, They belonged, 
to a famous dynasty and were spotless devotes of Lord 
SIVA, well-educated: in Vedse and Aagamaas and’ also perfect 
in the performance of their daily karmas (ordained 
routine). 


2) Their greatness is affirmed by the fect that that 
the Lord of Chidambaram counted Himself as one among 
them aad: referred: to Himself: an ‘Ose among those: Rishis ”’. 
Further, when the Lord: of: Thiruvaaseor asked Suadara- 
moorthy Nasyanaar to sing the praise of the Lord’s. devotees, 
the Lord: Himself anpounced, the opening. line of 
the song which. runs “J am a.sepvant to. the servant of. 
the Brabmins living in Thillai”’. 


3. THIRU NEELAKANTA NAAYANAAR PURAANAM. 


]. There was 8 petter in Chidambaram who was a. 
great devotee of Lord Siva and who greatly honoured His 
devotees also. He was a srraight-forward person and would 
never utter falsehood. He used always to extol the Lord’s, 
consumption of the deadly Haaslaabala poison and its retention 
in His throat whereby He earned the name ‘* Neelakkanta’”’. 
The potter used to explain that the Lord retained the, 
pojsion in His throat in order to indicate to ‘the humen 
beings that He would always remove obstacle and difficulties. 
Hence the potter was called Thiru Neclakanta Naayanaar. 
He pursued his profession as a potter and cked out his 
livelihood by the sale of mud vessels made by bim. He also 
used to present mud bowls to devotees of Lord SIVA 
Who lived on alms. 


2. One day, he went toa prostitute’s house and retutaed 
hotwe. His wife who was a very chaste lady eame to know 
of this. After that, though she was attending to her 
household work as usual, she refrained from having physical 
union with ber busbaad. Once, when he approached her for 
such union, she swore on the Lord's pane ** Neclakanta ” 
and told her husband not to touch “us” thereby referring 
to all women m general. In view of her swearing on the 
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md’s pesticuler name which Thirvncelakanta Nasyanser wae 
4 in his heart of hearts, he never thought 
thereafter. The husband and wife were living 
Cétensibly doing their soutine duties but without 
‘s07 physio! contact This was, therefore, quite .a secret 
=" Others. The ceuple grew old in due course but did 
not slacken in their devotion to Lord SIVA or in the 
observance of their vow of abstention from physical union. 
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3) Lord SIVA intended that the world at large shoutd 
ksew their great virtue. So, He took the form of a Siva 
Bbakta and went to Thirunectakanta Nasyansar’s heuse. ‘The 
latter welcomed ‘the guest and henoured him. The guest 
CAtrusted to him a mad bow! end asked him to keep it 
safe and retum it when he (the guest) ssked for'it. He 
made it clear that it was a valuable bow! as it would 
purify everything that came in contact with it and that, 
therefore, even a bowl made of gold and silver would not 
‘match its worth. Thiruneclakanta Naayanaac received it and kept 
it in @ safe place. The guest then took leave and went away. 


4) Lord SIVA ordained that the bowel should disappear 
from Thironcelakanta Naayanaar’s house and then He appeared 
in His old guise and asked for tho retum of the bowl. 
Thiruneelakanta Naayanaar ‘searched for it in vain. He told 
the guest of his predicameat and apologetically promised 
to give a different bowl. The guest would not listen. He 
insisted thet the very same bowl entrusted to bim should be. 
eeturned. He‘said at the same time that Thiruncelakk 
Naayanmaar had misappropriated the bowl and committed a: 
& great sin thereby and that the crime would be exposed by 
him (the guest) mercilessly When ‘Thiruncelakanta Naayanaar 
temonstrated and pleaded innocence, the guest suggested to 
the former that be should bold his son’s hand, bathe in the 
tank aod swear that he had not misappropriated the “bap. 
Thicuneslakaota Naayanaar said that he bud no sos ang ; the 
guest asked him in that event to hold his wife’s hand sastead 
while bathing and making the averment. Thiruneclakante 
Naayanaar said that on. account of a vow. taken by them. be, 
and his wife would sot physically contact cach other, and 
‘that, therefore, he alone would bathe. and make the statement 
sequired, 
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‘S) The. guest. would uot: acotpt thisi’. ‘He - proweuded1to « 
tthe amembly ofthe Thillal Brahusias aad‘ complained to them: 
‘about Fhiraneciskants “Neayanaat’s ‘eondoct:' After -hearing 
Thireseclakanta Nesyasest about ‘tho ‘complaint, they said that. 
‘it was proper that he should satisfy the .owner of ‘the bow! 
by. doing what he wanted end that heshowld, therefers,' ‘bathe 
in the tank with his wife and make ‘the statement required. 
Then Thiruncelakenta Nasyanaar took bis wife to the temple 
tank and he and his wife went to bathe, each of them holiing. 
one end ofa bamboo stick held between them. -But the owner 
of the bowl protested against their holding a stick and demad- 
ded that they ‘should hold their hands and’ not | a stick. 
Thiruncelakanta ‘Naayanaar bad no ‘other go and announced’ 
publicly afl the circumstances connected with ‘the secret vow 
observed by them during all those long years. So’ saying, 
they bathed and ‘lo! when they rose ‘from ‘the water, they. 
had regained their youth. ‘The complainant wes not to be 
seen at all Lord SIVA ‘appeared with Paarvathi ‘Devi on 
the Vrushabha mount and biessed the couple. The ‘Devas 
showered flowers on ‘them, In due course. Thiruncelakanta 
Neayanear and bis wife attained SIVA LOKA. 


‘4. YIVARPAKAl MAAYANAAR PURAANAM 


‘1. A -Vysia called Yiyarpakai Nasyanaar lived in 
Kavirippoompattinam -where the river Cauvery enters. the sea, 
‘He -was very liberal-minded and . gave te devotees of Lord 
SIVA whatever they wanted. LORD SIVA decided that the 
world should know the greatness of Yiyarpakai 
Naayanaar. So, He took the form of a  Saivite 
Brahmin and went to -the house of Yiyarpakai 
Naayanar. The latter welcomed .and honoured the guest. 
The guest told Yiyarpakai Nasyansar that as he (the 
'latter) had the reputation of giving to devotees of Lord 
SIVA whatever they wanted. He (the Brabmin) .would make 
a request if Yiyacpakai Naayaanar promised to. grant it. 
Yiyarpakai Nasyanar emphatically said that be would give 
anything that the Brabmin wanted if thing was . available 
with bim. Tbe Brahmin said that he wanted Yiyarpakaiyaar’s 
wife. Yaiyatpakei Naayansar was kappy .at the tequest and 
told his wife that he had made her over to the Brahmin 
_ guest, Though initially teken-aback, she fecovered and told 
uber’ busdand that his word wes law-for her-and prosimted 
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before-hise. Yigarpakal Maayanees sie. prostrate before 
hem:sn she hed:besome.the wWife.of the: Brahmin; Tae. wife 
then, peastrajed. before: the : Rankin. and... wershippeds him 
The Brobmin, said:.thet: he sppehendeds: thet Yigarpabel’s 
relatives .and.othere might cause Hise, (the Bedkmin): trouble 
while, taking. the Women: with Him, andy thet Yiyarpebai 
Neayennar, .sheuld:;. secompaay, theme, fon their, safety. 
Yigarpakkel Nasyeseer epgrotted that he had not: himself 
theught, of; ig and: . asming  himeclf with weapons, he 
aceempanied the Bsabmia. sed tha woman. 


2. The relatives, of Yiyazpakei, Nasyansar and of the 
woman gathered together to prevent the Brahmia from 
taking the women with Him. The-Brahmin looked frightened 
and. tha lady assured bim that Yiyarppkai Naasyanage would 
supcesfully deal with them. Hiady wamen do not generally 
mention the same of their husbands as such mention 
is, copgidered ta, betoken a lack pf reapect for the 
hysbands.. The fect. that the Maayanagr’s, wife at 
thie, stage, mentioned, hig mame and, teld the. Brabmjn that 
‘* Yiyarpakai'’ wauld. dea), with, the attackers. shows that sha 
had actually consigesed, bateif no longer tq bo bis, wife and, 
he to be her busband in view of het ‘havi g been made 
over to the Srehmin: earlier. Yiyarpekal Nedyataar also 
astured- the-Bratmin likewise. and clatlenged the crowd of 
rélatives. The relatives, however, surrounded the Bealrnin 
risnacingly but: Yiyatpakeai Neayanaar out them all to pieves. 
He ecconipanied the Brahmia and the weman til! they croseed 
a-forest. When they reached the: place known as Thiru- 
chehisikkeadu, the Brahmin asked Yiyarpakai Neayanaar to 
returs The ‘latter worshipped the Brehmin and returned. 
Jinmediately, (the Brahmin called him again But, when 
Yiyarpakai Neayansar turned back. the: Brabmin had vanished 
and Lord SIVA and goddess Prarvathi sppeared on the 
Vrushaba. mount; bicsses Yaverpakei Nenyandi ‘and his wife 
and: gave them Siva Loka The relatives Who’ had died in 
the seuffle also attained Moksha. 


6. itayaenked!:Mere Neeyanear Pureenem 


. There. was a ich Vellaja, farmer in; Itiayaankudi: by 
mame Mearanaar. He was. an ardent devotes of Lord SIVA. 
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site greatiy.tespected Siva Bhaktas ahd’ always bntertitied Clin 

im his house: . herd Si VA-intended-tut the'world at'fargé whblid 
snow that Maaranaar Would, even though he was stricken 
by great Maer 4H} continua to, bangur aad ‘entertain 
devotees: of Lo SIVA and would .pgt.blamethe-herd for 
his gdygraity, Bo Negyapaar. according: to:.the will of 
Lord SIVA, Jost all -bis wealth and became utterly destitute. 
Stll,,, by gelling the little .property <bat, be had and 
by bafrowing, he carried on his devout -practige..of . onter- 
taining the devotees of Lord ,BIVA., 


_2 Qn s spiny day. .he, bad stesyed .tee whole day 
and, being tired, retired for. the,,aight ,affer.aatching for 
any devotee of Lord SIVA and .getting.npne, At. .dead of 
night, Lord SIYA took ,the form of .§ -deyout Saivite.end 
knocked at the daeor. . Naayanaar,opened.it, ; todk .the' gust 
inside, wiped the. rain, water fram bjs .body and made him 
comfortable. Then be and his wife: conferred sad ‘decided 
that, as, there was ne grain available in.tac house for feediag 
the guest, the newly sown paddy gaging in the field should 
be gathered for the,,puspose. In: pitch,.derkness, and dead: tof 
night apd in pauring..sain Mapyanage :weat to the fietd, 
collected the grains from the, wet field: and gave them to ‘his 
wife Ap, these. was np, fuel in the .heuse,..be dismentied |a 
part, of the roof of the house, and utilised the wooden 
material in, the coof 8 firewood. He then brought’ some 
edible. greens from the backyard fon.-being socked. ‘Fhe 
dutiful wale managed to prepare,.gaod food ‘with . these 
materials. Maaranaar then awoke theguest aad: requested ‘him 
to partake of the food, The guest disappegeed...and in his 
place Lord SIVA and goddgas,. Paatvashi gave :damskan: to 
the couple,,on the Vruahabha mount .,and Jold | Maaranaar and 
bis wife, that they, would ¢nier Siva, eva for. the great 
kindgess shown, always by, tham.to Siva Bhaktas.. 


© Meipperul Naayanaar Puraanam 
1, There was in Thitykojlur a. King called Melpporul 


Naayanaar. He administered the Kiggdom well and,gastly. :d4e 
Was an aldent devotee of Lord SIVA. Me saw to. it that 
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the temples of Lord SIVA were properly maintained. 1, 
always gave valuable presents to the Devoteos of Lord SIVA, 


2. Once a rival King named Muthinathan waged a war 
with Meipporul Naayanasr and wes defested. So, he decided 
to get the better of Meipporul Neayannsar by a dirty strategem, 
Keowing fully well that Meipporul Naayanasr would always 
Tecelve devotees of Lerd SIVA well, Muthinathen put on 
the appearance of » Siva Bhaktha and went to the palace of 
Meipperual Naayanar, Misled by his appearance, the gate keepers 
allowed him to enter the Palace. He approached the King’s 
Private apartment aed the deorkeeper informed him that the 
King was asleep and requested the visitor to wait till the 
Kiag woke up, But Muthinathan went inside saying that ho 
Was going to give the King spiritual education and that he 
should not be stopped. The queen was by the side of the 
sleeping King She woke him up. Te the King’s enquiry 
Muthinatham replied that he had brought a rare Saiva- 
Aagama for tho King's edification and that be would educate 
the King in if the queen departed from the place. The 
queen left the apartment. Muthinathan was then seated on a 
Pedestal and the King squatted before him as an ardent 
disciple would do before his guru. Thea Muthinathan 
took out the dagger which he had kept concealed and stabbed 
the King with it. The King still bowed before Muthinathan 
in deference to the outward marks of a devetee of Lord 
SIVA worn by him on his body. A sentinel who had 
suspected feul play entered the apartment and was sbout to 
kill Muthinatham with 9 dagger but the King asked him not 
barm the guest but to escort him safely to his place, The 
sentinel did eo and returned and reported to the King 
The King profusely thanked him for the unique service 
done, Then he meditated on Lord Nataraajas of Chidambaram. 
The Lord appeared in his vision and gave him Siva Loka. 


7. Viren Minda Naayanear Puraanam, 


1. There was a great devotee of Lord SIVA by name 
Vitaamindar ia Senguaroor ia « hill region. He used to go 
om a pilgrimage to various shrines of Lord SIVA, Evety- 
Where he used to give preference to worshipping — the 
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devotees of Lord SIVA asd used to worship them first aad 
then only worship the Lord. 


2. Once he went to Thiruvasroor and was staying 
there and worshipping the Lord He was staying in the (heveand 
pillared Mandapam with other devotees, Then Sundaramoorthy 
Neayanaar Who came there went along without worshipping 
the devotees gathered in the Mandapam Viranminds Naayanear 
who could not tolerate such remisanecss on the part of 
anybody observed that both Sundarameorthy Nasyanaar who 
failed to worship the gathering of devotees and Lord SIVA. 
Who had shown great favours to him were wrong. Sundara- 
moorthy Naayansar was struck by that stern appraisal of his 
conduct in byepassing the gathering of devotees for worshipping 
the Lord. We, therefore, composed ‘“ THIRU THONDA 
THOKAI” in praise of the devotees of Lord SIVA and 
earned the approbation of Viranminda Naayanear. 


Lord SIVA made Virarminda Naayanaar head of the 
SIVA Ganas. 


8. Amarneedhi Neayanaer Puraenam. 


There was a Vysia called Amarneedhi in the village of 
Pazhaiyaarai in Chola Nasdu. He was a very rich person. 
He entertained devotees of Lord SIVA and yave them 
clothing and other requirements. He built a resthouse in 
a place called Nallos sad stayed there during the celebration 
ef a festival of Lord SIVA entertaining the pilgrims and 
devotees. 


2. One day, Lerd SIVA took the form of a Brabmin 
lad (Brabmachari) holding a stick in which two  under- 
garments and a pouch containing sacred ash had been 
lied and came to the rest-house. Amarneedhi received him 
With gteat respect and requested him to take food there. 
The Brahmachari said that he would take bath in the 
Cauvery and requested Amamecthi to keep the under- 
garment safe till be returned after bath. 
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3. Lord SIVA ordained that ud ept Oe oyld 
beteuppeat: Whenttie Brabinacharl ma ue aking ore 
wanted the undergarment to be’ returtiell td him. -Amarneethi 
could not find it and, therefore, he apologetically offered a 
different one te the: Brahmechéri. But ‘the ‘fatter’ was greatly 
‘esaged .and, would-not: sccept-anything other ‘than ‘his own 
uadargarmant. Amarncedhi Waayaenar ‘begged’ ‘the guest’ to 
sncept the ane:tendesed to him seying ‘thet. it was -spocially 
‘woyen; and.@.ieraad sew one, ‘He also promised to’ give the 
Brahmachari other valeable presents ‘Fhe’ Brahmechkari ‘did 
not want them. He agreed :to accept a -new- sundergéernient 
4{ iit would equal in weight the’.one in his possession. 
Amemeedhi.. Naayanaar'.was happy and brought a balatce 
to weigh :the undergarments. ‘To shis surprise, the new ‘under- 
garments offered: by him. and ell:ather mew ‘cloths ‘ia ‘his 
buadies placed by him-in the conntempan could not match 
the weight of . the. single: undergarment placed bythe Brebmachari 
in the pan. Withsthe Brabmecbari’s ‘permission, ‘the ether 
possessions of Amarneedhi were also placed in the couaterpan 
hut with no effect. Then Amarpgedhj, , his wife and. gon. with 
the permission ‘of the Brabmachari weighed themsejves /aiso 
praying to the Lord of Nalloor and uttering the Panchaakshara. 
The pans now maintained an even level. The Brabmachari 
disappeared and LordSIWA apd Gaddess: Pearvathi sppeated 
on the Vrishabha mount and biessed Amarneedhi Naayannar, 
his wife apd apn, epd gaye them SIVA LOKA. The balance 
used for weighment itself, became a, divine Vananpa ond 
transported them to Siva Laka, 


Yoripatha Neayeneer  Puraenam. 


1. In Karur, Capital of the Konga Desa, there was a 
great devotee of Lord SIVA called Yeripathar. He helped 
the devotees of Lord SIVA an variors “Ways and used to 
cut’ ‘their’ entintes With’ a’ lethal’ tok ewned by him. 


‘2, There was‘ one Sivdkaémisahdear in that place. He 
'gsed’’to'-gathet flowers, mike patlands and offer them to 
Lord “SIVA. One day,' he wif procéeding to the temple 
with o betket dditaining' the flowers gathered ‘by ‘him. ‘Just 
‘tht, thd elephant belonging’ to the King Pykazhchchozha 
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Neaynosar Which bad been washed in the Cauvery and 
fully edorned wes being taken along the streets. It happened 
to pase Sivakemisendear and it rudely dislodged the basket 
of flowers feom his possession. The flowers wore scattered 
pell mell om the ground. The mahout drove the elephant fast. 
Sivakaamiandaar who was old could not keep pace with it 
and strike it with bis stick as he wanted to. do. In his 
frantic attempt to do so, he fell down aud cried with 
vexation that the elephant had wasted the flowers broyght for 
the Lord’s use, Yeripatha Naayaoaar who came there 
learnt what had happened and cut the trunk of the elephant 
with his axe. He also killed five persons indluding the mabout 
who were with the elephant. 


3. The rest of the persons in charge of the elephant 
ran away and complained about the incident to the King. 
He get angry and immediately proceeded to the spot with 
hie retinue. He asked Yer:patha Naayanaar, who wae still 
on the spot, who killed the elephant end the men. The 
men in charge of the elephant who were with the King serd 
that Yeripatha Naayansr had killed them Seeing that 
Yeripatha Nuaysnsac wore the marks of a devotes of Lard 
SIVA, the King concluded that he would not bave kitled 
them unless they had committed a great sin and given great 
offence. He, therefore potitely asked Yeripatha Neayanaar 
whether the death of the elephant and the five men would 
make full amends for the wrongs committed by them. Yeripatha 
Naayanoar then explained to the King what had happened. 
The King was greatly upset, offered his sword to Yetipatha 
Naayanaar and asked him to kill bum = (the King) also. 
Yeripatha Naayanaar was very much moved by the noble 
conduct of the King and received the sword from the Kiog 
lest he should kill himself with it, Yer:patha Naayanaar then 
attempted to cut bis throat with the sword but the King 
prevented him from doing 60. 


4. At that moment, a divine voice announced that 
Lord SIVA had ordaised that the clephant should cause 
damage to the flowers so that the greatness of His devotees 
might be kaowa to all. Immediately, the dead elephant and 
the dead men came to life and the flowers were all found 
intact ip the basket, Yeripatha Naayanasr sequested the kiog 
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to mount the elephant snd return to the pelace. Siva- 
keammisandaar took the flowers to the temple and did his 
service as usual. Yeripatha Neayannar is due course reached 
the feet of Lord SIVA aud became the head of the Siva 
Ganas in Kailass. 


10. Yeneathinaatha Naeyanaer Pureanam 


1. In Eyinanoor village ia Chola Naadu, there was a 
great devotee of Lord SIVA by name Yenaathinaathar. 
He was a0 instructor in swordsmanship and what he eamed 
by the pursuit of his profession he doled out to devotees 
of Lord SIVA. 


2. Athisooran, a rival instructor in swordsmanship wat 
jealous of Yensathinasthar as the former's carnings fell 
fapidly while the latter’s earnings rose up and up. Athisooran 
challenged Yenaathinaathar and his followers to a fight. 
Yenaathinaathar accepted it and it was agreed that the Winner 
should be the sole inetructor in swardsmanship thereafter. 
In the fight Athisooran was defeated and he fied with his 
followers, 


$. Athisooran wanted to adopt a trick to defeat 
Yenaathinaathar aod invited the latter to a duel. Yenaathinaathar 
accepted the challenge acai When he confronted Athisoeran, 
Yenathinaathar was surprised to find that Athisooran had 
smeared himself with sacred ash So, Yenaathinaathar con- 
cluded that Athisvoran had become a devotee of Lord SIVA 
and decided not to attack him, Athisooran basely utilised this 
advantage and killed Yenaathinaathar. Lord SIVA appeared 
in the vision of Yenaathioaathaar and gathered him to His feet 


11. Kennappa Naayansar Pursensm. 


1. lo Uduppur of Pothappi Naadu, Naakaa was tho 
Kiog of Vedars (hunter tribe). His wife was Thaththai. 
They had no offspring and, therefore, prayed to Lord 
Subrahmanya Thea they got a son Whom they named 
Thionan The child grew te be alad and became an expert 
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in archery and other arts. Naakan became old and he 
delegated his powers to Thinnan. 


2. Thinnas went on a hunting expedition. Accompanied 
by Naanaa and Kaadan, two of his followers, he chased « 
a wild pig Finally, Thinnan killed the pig. The followers 
ssid that, as they were tired and hungry, they sbould cook 
and eat the pig. take rest and then join the rest of the 
party. As they wanted water, they decided to go to the 
river nesrby. There was a God (Linga) on the bill nearby. 
Naanan said that they could worship Him. 


3. On the bank of the river (Swarnamukki) Kaadan 
was put on the job of cooking the flesh of the animal and 
Thinnan and Nasnan went to the hill to worshp the God. 
Thinnan felt an ecataay even while approaching the hill. 
They climbed the hill and found the Linga form of Lord SIVA. 
Great affection for the Linga surged from the bosom of 
Thianan and he felt as if he was a mother whe had recovered 
a longlost child. He could not brook the God being left 
alone in that wild-beast-infested forest. He caressed the Linga 
and found that water had been poured and some flowers and 
leaves had been placed on the Linga. Naanan informed 
Thinnan that a Brahmin used to do so daily. Thinnan 
concluded that those were acts which the God liked. 


4. Then he wanted to feed the Lord with tasty meat 
but he was also loth to leave the Lord alone in the forest, 
Finally, he reluctantly decided to leave just for bringing the 
choicest meat for the Lord’s dinner. He reached the river 
bank, himself cooked the meat, tasted it piece by piece, 
retained the pieces which were very savoury and discatded 
the rest. The two companions found that Thinnan was bebaving 
io af unusual manner and wasting good food without cating 
it himself or giving 1t to them to eat. They concluded that 
he had become unsound of mind and that é& was necessery 
to cure him of bis obsession, So saying, they went away 
to join the rest of the hunting party. 


5. Thinnao was unaware of the departure of his two 
companions as he was engrossed in the collection of leaves 


atid flowers which he deposited on his héad. of water 
which he kept in his mouth ead of the tasty slices of cooked 
meat which he kept in his hand. He then reached the Lings 
oa the bill. Ho epet the water in bis meuth om the Lings 
He removed with his shod feet the leaves aad flowers 
siready found on the Lings and took the flowers aad leaves 
brought by him from his head and placed them on the Linga. 
Then he served cooked meat to the Lord with great affectioa. 
When night fell, he stood guard over the please to ecasufe 
thet no harm was done to the Lord by man or beast. 
When the day dawned, he went to bring fresh food, water, 
flowers and leaves fer that day, 


6. As ususl, the Brahmin Archaka, Sivakosatiysat, 
who was doing devoted sesvice to the Lord took bath in the 
tiver long before sunrise, collected water, flowefs lc. 
for the daily abbisheks and puja snd went to the hill 
uttering the names of Lord SIVA. He found to his horrot 
pieces of meat strewn all sround the Linga. He was very 
much upset at that sight. He then removed them all agai 
took his bath in the river and completed his puja as usual. 
He them returned to his place. 


7. Thinnan then came with cooked meat, water, leaves 
and flowers and offered them to the Lord as before, this time 
saying that the cooked meat was more tasty than on the 
previous day as honey had also been added to it and urged 
the Lori to partake of it. 


8, Naakan, the father of Thinnan, heard about his 
son's peculiar transformation and tried his very best to wean 
him back to normal life in the village but all his atrempts 
were im vain. So he left Thinnan to himself and returned 
to the vilage: 


9 Thianan continued his routine of worship during day 
and watch and ward during the night regularly. Sivakosariyaar 
found she same chaotic conditions previl every morning when 
he went to do puja. He got worried on that account aad 
fervently prayed to the Lord that such thitgs should aot recur, 
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10.. On the fifth night, the Lord appeared in Sivakosariyaas’s 
dream and told him that the attentions paid to Him by the 
new devotes were extremely pleasing to Him. the water 
spat by him was superior in merit to the water of the 
Ganges, the shod feet with which he removed the flowers 
and leaves from the Linga were more sweet to Him than 
the feet of Lord Subrahmanya, that the flowers and leaves 
taken out of the new devotee’s head and placed en the 
Linga were superior to these used by Lord Vishnu and other 
Gods in His worship, that the meat -effered by the sew 
devotee after being tasted by him was a more wholesome 
offering than those made in Yagnas performed according 0 
Vedic injunctions and the sweet words said by him while 
offering the meat were superior to the stotras made by very 
learned Rishis and the Vedas. The Lord finally said that 
Sivakosariyaar should hide himself the next afternoon and see 
what happened. Sivakosariyaar was struck with wonder at 
those words of the Lord and felt immensely sad that he should 
have considered the acts of such a great devotee to be 
impure ones. 


11. Next day, whea Thinnan was proceeding te the 
hill with all the offerings as usual, he had some bad omens 
and became anxious. When he arrived before the Linga, he 
found that blood was flowing from the Lerd’s right eye. He 
was thoroughly upset and relied on the ground with great 
grief. Then he rose up and looked for the miscreant who might 
have caused the injury. But be found none. Then be gathered 
some medicinal herbs and applied them to the bleeding cye 
but the flow of blood did not cease. Finally, he decided 
that the best treatment would be to plant his own sight eyo 
in the place of the injured sight eye of the Lord, He 
immediately took out his right eye ball with the arrow 
and applied it to the Lord’s right eye. The bleeding stopped 
and Thinnan was immensely happy. 


12. Bat bis happiness was short-lived: for, he soon 
found that the left eye of the Lord had begun to biced, 
Though he was very sad about this, now that he was 
aware of the effective treatment to be administered, he was 
undaunted. He decided to take-out his left eye ball and 


eat % in place of the Lord's bleeding left eye. Ia order 
‘Jogate the place where it should de planted, be placed 
shod foot on the Losdl’s fees near the left eye 
applied the arrow to his own left cye for taking out the 
bail. The Lord now asked him to step and held out 
band to hold Thionan's hand. The Lord called him 
‘Kemnappa to indicate the sature of the supreme sacrifice 
made by bim viz. that he gave his eye to the Lord. The 
Devas showered flowers on him, Sivakesatiyaar was wondet- 
struck at what he saw, came out of his hiding place, 
worshipped the Lord and adored the groat devotee. The 
Lord pesmansntly kept Kasnappa with Him, on his right 
side, as if He could nat brook separation from him. 


Eg BEES 
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12. Kungillakalaye Neayanaar Puraanam. 


1. Jp Thirukkadavoor is Chola Naadu, there was a very 
gevout Rrabmin called Kalayas. Daily he used to burn incense 
in the Sanoadhi of Lord SIVA in the local temple. He became 
poor and yet he did not fail to burn incense in Lord SIVA’S 
avonadhi as usual. 


2. On account of great adversity, he, his wife and 
other members of his family starved for two days, His wife. 
therefore, delivered to him ber *‘Mangalyam"’, the sacred 
Wedding jewel which no woman would part with on any 
acooust, and asked him to perchese food grains with it. 
When Kalayar went to do so be fowad a vendor of incense 
end immediately pwtchased insense for the value of the jewel 
wmatead ef food grains, went straight to the temple and 
burnt it in the Lord’s Sannadné Thao night, after his wife 
and other membeis of the famijy had fallen asleep the Lerd 
appeared in the wife’s dream and told her that enough 
tiches and foodgrains were in the house, She woke up end 
found that there were pienty of fvod grains and riches in 
the house She was atruck with the Lord’s grace. Kalayar 
also wag told by the Lord to go home and est sumptucusly. 
When he weat home, be Was also struck with the great 
coptideration gad kindness showa by the Lord. Thereafter, 
he begaa to foad the devetece ef Loni SIVA. 
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3. At that time, the Linga in Thiruppananthaal tempte 
was inclined on ome tide instead of being erect. The King 
tried to set it aright and even set elephants to the task of 
making the Linga erect. But it was all ia vain. Kungilla 
Kalaya Nasyanaar went to the temple te worship the Lord 
and, seeing the unsucceseful attempt of the elephant, tied to 
his seck the loose end of the rope. the other end of which 
had been tied to the Linga and pulled it. To the surprise 
of the King aad all others, the Linga became erect 
at once, ; 


4. Then Kungilia Kalaya Maayanaar returned to his 
place. Some time later, he played host to Thirugnaanea 
Sambandhar and Thiruneavulskarasu Naayanaar wher they 
visited the place. In due course he attained Siva Loka. 


13. Masnekkanjaara Neayanaar Purasnam. 


1, In Kenjanoor, there was a devout Saivite Vellata 
called Masnakkanjasra Naayanaar. For long, he hed no 
offspring. He prayed to Lord SIVA and then got a daughter. 
Yeyarkone Kalikkaama Naayanaar asked for the hand of the 
gitl and the marriage was settled. 


2. The bridegroom was about to arrive at Kanjanoor 
for the wedding. Just then Lord SIVA took the form of a 
holy Brahmin and visited Maanakkaanjaara Naayanaar’s house. 
He learnt that the marriage of the daughter was about to 
take place and gave His blessings The bride came and pros- 
trated before the Brahmin. The latter told Maanakkaranjaara 
Naayanaar that the girl’s hair would be useful for “ Panchavati”, 
a ropelike article usually worn like the sacred thread by 
spiritual persons Immediately, Maanakkenjaara Naayanaar 
cut the hair with a knife and gave it to the Brahmin guest. 
The Lord and Goddess Paarvathi appeared on their Vrushabha 
mount and gave darshan te him. The Lord meade him 
temain always near Mim and sing His praise. 


3. The bridegroom who came later, hesitated to marry 
the gifl es she had lost her hair. Lord SIVA ansounced 
to the bridegroom in a divine voice that the bride would set 
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the full growth of hair immediately and that he could matty 
her. without any hesitation, The wedding then took place. 


14. Ariveathaaye Nesyanear Pureenem. 


1. In a place called Kannamengalam in Chola Naadu, 
there was a wealthy and devout Vellals called “‘ Thaayanaar 
He used to offer to Lord SIVA Cooked superfine rice (obtained 
from red paddy) red colour greens, aad pickled tiny full 
mango pieces, Due to the will of the Lord he became poor, 
worked in the fields as a labourer and offered to the Lord. 
all the best rice got by him as wages and himself ate the 
inferior rice. Owing to the Lord’s will sgain, all the paddy 
grown ia the village was found to be of the best (red) 
variety. Thaayanaar. therefore, offered the entire rice got 
by him to the Lord and he himself starved. The greens 
m the backyard were cooked by his wife aed they lived by 
eating them Then by the Lord’s will the greeas failed to 
grow, Thaayanaar and bis wife then subsisted on water. 


2. One day, Thaayanaar, took his offering to the 
Lord followed by his wife. Due to starvation, he faltered 
and fell down and, even before his wife could hold him, 
the offerings were strewn on the ground. He felt miserable 
and attempted to cut his neck but the Lord’s outstretched 
hand preveated him from doing so. The Lerd and Goddess 
Paarvathi appeared on Their Vrushabha mount, blessed the 
couple and gave them Siva Loka As he attempted to cut his 
neck, he was calied Arivaathaaya Naayanaar. 


15. Aanaaye Naayanasr Puraanam. 


1. In Mangalavoor in Mazhanaadu. there was 4 devotee 
called Aanaayar. He and his followeis used te graze cows 
according (o their caste avocation. He used to play the 
Panchaakshara on a flute in delightful tunes. 


2. One day, while he was playing such divine music 
on the flute the cows calves other animals and the shepherds 
and all forgot themselves in theic ecstasy on hearing such 
divine music, Lord SIVA was also pleased and He appeased 


Paandya King was defeated by the King ef "snestate. 
Tie latter was a Inte und he'tausel’ ‘iwllteitids ‘to ‘Saivites. 
The King wanted te convert Moofthy Wisyanaitt t Jiddilin 
wid ‘therefore gave hits trotble. Not wittetdddiy  ftils, 
Moorthy Raayangar continded to‘wike the’ utudl offering ‘of 
tandh! patte to Lord SIVA deftly, The King (ica piruvetitid 
his getting SatGel wood. 


2. Moorthy Naayanaar was strack with grief at this 
but he rubbed his elbow st {é' stétie af Vie Would” rub the 
sandal wood, A bleeding injmy wae onused-and yet he would 
not stop. The Lord’s divine volte anaeunced that be should 
become the King of the country, rule it well after removing 
all tho injustices perpetrated by the Karneatekana King sad 
la due course attain Siva Loka 


3. Thar aigne, the Karmadia Rhy 
étr. Bo, th wmtontiaed with cultodl, ai 
blindfolded and let into the city to chotws 
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guther. flowers aed make garlands, and offer them to Lord 
SIVA inthe temple of that place called Varthamaanceswarem. 
He weed to chant the holy Panchagkshars always Ho became 
a friend of Thirugnaana Sambendar and hed the good fortune 
of attending the latter's marriage and attaining Siva Loke 
along with all other guests present at the weddieg by being 
absorbed in the Sivajyothi due to the grace of Thirugnsana 
Sambandhar. 


18. Rudra Pasupethi Neayanser Parsenem. 


1, In Thiruthalaivoor in Chola Naadu, there was a 
gteat Brahmin devotee of Lord SIVA by pame Pasupathi. 
He used to stand neck deep in water in a Jotus tank and 
utter the Sri Rudra mantra daily for a long time. He 
attained Siva Loka on that account and he came to be 
called Rudra Pasupathi Naaysnear for that reseon. 


19. Yhirunacletppevear Meayenser Pureenem. 


1. In Aadanoor vitlage in Chola Naadu, there was a 
Harijan called Nandanaar. He was always wmoditating on the 
Lord’s feet. He eked out his livelihood by cultivating the 
imam land granted to him for his service as vettiand also 
by supplying the skin, leather, sinews and other articles 
required for the percussion and other musical instruments in 
the temples, He used to run isto ecstasy and sing and dance 
jn front of temples. 


2. Once he went to Thiruppuskoor to worship Lord 
SIVA, He could not see the Lord’s image owing to the 
obstruction caused by the location of the stone Nandi (bull) 
ia front of the Lord’s idol. Lord SIVA acceded to 
Nandanaar’s prayers and requested Nandi to swerve a 
ttle so as to allow a full view to Nandanaar. Then 
Naadanaar also converted a small pit in front of the temple 
into a tank. 


3. After visiting several other places, he desired to 
visit Chidambaram. He was, ee a ae 
thought thet ba: could gt. go.. iato the temple being, 8 
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So, he had to postpome his visit saying that be 
4 visit Chidambaram the next day. He, therefore, came 
ae “ Thirunaslaippovasr"" (one whe would ge the 
y} 


4 Fisally. eno day, he actuslly went to Chidambaram. 
When be reached the outer limits of the town, he found 
smoke emanating from the houses of. the Brabmine due te 
the fire worship performed by them. So he was afraid to go 
further into the town and spent several days going round 
the limits of the town cursing his low birth which prevented 
hiny from seeing thé Lord of the: place in His Goldea Sebbe, 
One night, the Lord appeared in his dream end asked him 
te enter into fire and then get into the temple scoompanied 
by Brahmins, The Lord also told the Brahmins of the place 
to raise a fire, get Thirunsalaippovaar to dip into it and 
thea to take him into the temple. They accordingly raised s 
fire in front of the southern gate of the temple. Thiru 
naalaippovasr solemnly went round the fire meditating en the 
Lord and plunged into the fire. Immediately, he afose from 
the fire in the form of a pure Brahmio Rishi. He then 
prottrated before the Gopuram and went into the temple. 
When he atrived in the Lord’é Golden Sabha. he vanished 
and reached the Lord’s feet. 
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20. Thirukkusipputhonde Neayanear Pursenam 


1, In Kaancheepuram In Thondaimasdalam, there was 

@ washerman who used to do service to the devotees of Lord 

SIVA. He was called Thirukkuripputhonder because he 

always acted according to and fulfilled the wishes of the 
of Lord SIVA. 


2 One day, Lord Ekambaranesthar of Kaancheepurem 
appeared before him as a thin poor man clad is & dirty 
cloth. Thirukkeripputhoadar offered to wesh his cloth. 
The wearer of the cloth said that he would require the cloth 
for the night as it was cold and that, therefore, she cloth 
should be washed, dried and delivered before the ecveming. 
Thitukkuripputhoadss agteed to do so and took the cloth. 
Before be could wash it opmpletely, it began to cols. The 


BA. Cheadecware Meayenees Rursenem. 


i. Ja Thicucheigualoer. of Crola.Naadu 8 Beabmie. 
couple samed Bohchathatben and Pavituthisi hed.a son by 
game Vichaasasprumar Even when the boy wes fie years 
old, he ettamed perfect aod full spiritual knowledge without 


the study of the Vedes. His teacher was wonderstruck, when 
he found that the bay wee able to purus gush studies. by 
dimeplf Without any aid from the prconpter Rurtker, the 
boy had full knowledge of the parpose.of life and he wanted 

to attain it in that birth iteelf because birth as a human 
being provided the best opportunity for it, His mind was, 
therefore, natersy' diawe ‘wwerds Lord STK wd iis 
Consort Paraasakthi, 


2\ Oue day, he found: the cowterd of the village 
deattag @ cow. Greaily upect; he prevested tie eowherd 
‘ftom: beaiing it farther. Me cmplainell’ @ the cowheré the 
divise nature of the cew and its verleus merits; ity Gedy 
being the seat of all the Gods. its products being the 
‘enek Cer the Aviistoln: of heed: SIVA and. ity dung being 
‘he raw-matestal for the evereds ah. Ge thar Gan hb 
would Lindell grand the: cows ‘Weerester and Capcased! with 
thw vetviees of the cowherd: The ownersof the cows: dso 
agreed to the 


&K After he toot diame of the comm 
wes cmebibio-end Geir yuld-of sale vopions: "he. 
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wore greatly attached to their new grazer, They used te caress 
him and give him milk of their own accord. He immediately 
thought of utilising such milk for the abhisheka of Lord 
SIVA. He made a Siva Linga image and aleo formed a 
temple on the sand. Then he collected the flowers available 
near the grazing grouad, collected in a new pot the milk 
given by the cows asd did puje to the Siva Linga image 
stricitly in accordance with the scriptural injunctions. The 
cows gave the full quota of milk to the owners not with- 
standing their having yielded milk earlier for the puja done 
by their grazier. 


4. But the owners of the cows were informed by some 
persons that the grazier was wasting milk on the sand. They 
told his father Echchathathan about it. He atealthily followed 
bis son the next day when the latter led the cews to the 
grazing ground, hid himself on a tree and watched. 
Vichaarasaarumarc as uSual formed the Siva Linga, temple etc.. 
on the sand and performed the abbisheka with milk obtained 
from the cows and did puja with flowers gathered from the 
trees. Echchathathan got dowa from the tree and best 
his son with a stick and also scolded him. Vichaara- 
sarumir who was deeply engrossed in the puja did not feel 
what his fathar did and said, So, the latter kicked the pot 
of milk and spilt the milk. Although the effender was the 
father and preceptor, Vichasrasarumar ceuld not forgive his 
father’s gross sin of obstructing the Siva Puja, He,  there- 
fore, took a stick lying nearby and at his touch it was 
transformed into an axe and be cut the legs of his father 
with the axe and then continued the puja, Lord SIVA and 
Goddess Paarvathi gave darshan to him on their Vrushabha 
mount. Vichaarasarumar prostrated before the Lord. The 
Lord caressed him and said that He would be his father 
ashe had cut his own fether on the Lord’s account. 
At the Lerd’s touch. Viehasatasarumar got a divine glow in 
appearaneo. The Lord appointed him as the head of His 
devotees and ordained that the dress, feod and flowers offered 
to Him should be served to Vichaarasaromar. The Lord put 
on him the flower gariand worn by Him then. Vichaara- 
sarumar entered Siva Loka and took on his divine duties. 
His father and other relatives aleo catered Siva Loka. The 
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fathers had bees punished by his son for bis tin and heace be 
aleo could cater the 


22. Thiruneavukkeresu Neayaneer Pereenem. 


In Thirovasmoor of Thiremuasippeadi region, there wae 
a Vellala cosple known by the samos ef Pughazbansar ead 
Maadbiniyasr. They had « daughter by name Thitakavathi 
and @ son called Marunceki. The son became a great scholar. 


2. When the daughter was ‘twelve years ‘of ago, het 
marriage with Kalippakaiyaar, o commander of the King's 
forces, was settled. But before the wedding could take place, 
he had to partake in a war on bebalf ef the King and he 
died in the battle, Pughazhanaarc bad also died before then 
and his wife had committed Sati. Thilakevathiyaar wasted 
to give up her life when she heard of the death of her 
betrothed groom but had to yield to the importusities of her 
yeunger brother who begged her to liveand take the place 
of the father and mother who had left them. 


3, Maruncekiyaar developed a philosophical attitude 
towards life and spent his property on various charities He 
did not want to get married and enter worldly life But he 
could not, however, choose the proper spiritual path to be 
taken by him for the salvation of his soul. He went to 
Paataliputra. adopted the Jain cult and devoted himself heart 
and soul to the study of the Jain religion and Philosophy 
with full faith im the efficacy of that cult to give him 
salvation Being a scholar, be soon became an authority on 
that cult and be was called Dharmasenar and adopted by the 
Jains as their Chief academician. He won over the Buddbists 
by his masterly advocacy of Jainism and thereby established 
the superiority of the Jain cult to that of the Buddhist 
religion. 


4. Thilakavathiyaar was greatly devoted to Lord SIVA. 
She went to Thiruvathikai, a Siva Kshetra, and there sbe 
intensely worshipped the Lord in various ways by cleaning 
and decorating the temple promises after taking her bath 
before sunrise, by gathering flowers and by making garlands 
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for the Lord. Her one affliction was that her brother had 
embraced a new faith giving up his hereditary one. She wes 
constantly praying to the Lord to wean him back to Saiviem. 
The Lord appeared in her dream and assuced her that her 
brother who had worked hard in his previous life to atteia 
Lord Siva‘s grace had, on account of some flaw in his 
penance, entered a new faith but that soon he weeld be 
weaned back to Saivism through suffering from stomach ache. 


5. Maruneekiyaar (renamed by the Jains as Dharmasenar) 
accordingly began to suffer from a severe stomach ache. All 
the attempts of even the highly accomplished Jains failed to 
give relief to the sufferer. He became forlorn aed sent a 
messenger to his sister to inform her of his suffering and to 
ask her to sce him. She, however, refused to scohim ia 
the Jain institution where he was ¢taying, 60, be decided 
to go te her in the hope that she would be able to help 
him through her great piety, He reached Thiruvathikai and 
prostrated before her. She told him to forsake bis new faith 
and rejoin Saivism and do service te Lord SIVA. 
So saying sho gave him the sacred ash uttering ‘Lerd’s 
Panchaakshara. He devoutly smeared it all over his body. 


6. Next morning. Thilakavathiyaar took him with her 
to the temple. He went round the temple and prostrated 
before the Lord, By the Lord's grace, he immediately became 
an extempore devotional composer and sang in praise of Lord 
SIVA aud prayed for the cure of the stemach pain. It 
ceased at ence. He became penitest and was grateful to 
the stomach pain which was instrumental in giving him the 
divine pleasure which be was enjoyieg at that ecétatic moment, 
The Lord annevaced in His divine voieo that, as he had 
composed the sweot songs, he would thenceforth be called 
Thirunasvukkarasu = (Lotd of devotienal poetry). Thirn- 
nasvukkarasu could not find words to describe the kindaess of 
Lord SIVA Who had 90 blessed one like hie who had 
decried Saivism during the days when he was a Jain. He, 
therefore, resolved from that moment to do servies to Lord 
SIVA by wearing the marks of Saivism. by meditating en 
Lord SIVA, by singing His praim and by oleaning, His 
temple premises, Thilakavatbiyaac was immensely happy st 
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the tum of events asd worshipped the Lon with 
sdded seal. 


7. The Jains felt miserable on account of the loss of 
their Chief academician. Though they were sware of the real 
truth abeut the cause of his conversion, they suppressed 
the main facts of the stomach pain. its incurabitity by the 
Jains end ite complete cure by the grace of Lord SIVA, 
and told the Pallava King merely that Dharmasenar, the 
top-ranking authority on the Jain cult, had defected to 
Saivism, At their suggestion, the King ordered his ministers 
to fetch him fer punishment. Though Thirunsavukkarasu 
at first reacted strongly to the King’s call saying that he was not 
subject to. any human being’s control, finally he agreed to 
accompaay the ministers in the full faith that Lord SIVA would 
protect him against all odds The King caused Thirunaavuk- 
karasu te be put into a chamber of bursing lime for a week. 
Phirunsavukkarasu emerged quite bright and healthy from the 
chamber when it was opencd after a week. Then poisoned 
feod was served te him under the King’s orders and Thirv- 
paavukkarasu consumed it gladly in full faith. that, as 
Lord SIVA hed taken poison to save the Universe, His 
devotee could not be harmed by poison. He survived that 
ordeal also. Then the King's clepbant was commissioned to 
trample Thirunsavukkarasu uader its foot but, when he 
sang im praise of the Lord, the elephant went round him and 
prostrated before him. When the mahout again directed it 
against Thirunaavukkarasu, it killed the mahout end many 
Jains, The Jains told the King that Thirunsavukkarasu could 
survive all those trials only because he was welivereed in 
the Jain ocoult science and suggested that he sheuld be tied 
to a atone and dropped into the sea. That was also done 
under the orders ef the King. Thirunaavukkaraso sang io 
praise of the Lord’s Panchaakshara. The sope snapped, the 
stone floated and Thitunaavukkarasu reached the  sea-shore 
near Thiruppathiripuliyoor. He was welcomed by the devotees 
‘of Lord SIVA. He then went to the temple and sang ia 
praise of the Lerd. 


8. After staying there for some days, he teft for 
Thiravathikal threugh Thicumasnikuzhi and Thiruthinainagar. 
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He was givén a royal welcome at Thiruvathikai by the people, 
Thirdnaavukkarasu worshipped Lord SIVA in the temple and 
sang fn His praise. At that time, the Pallava king visited 
Thiruvathikai, bowed respectfully to Thirunsavukkarasu and 
embraced Saiviem forsaking his faith in Jainism. The Jain 
institutions in Paataliputra were demolished and the 
stones used in the construction of those building were 
transported to Thiruvathikai for building a temple to Lord 
SIVA called Gunatharaveeswaram °’. 


9. Then Thirunsavukkarasu started on his pilgrimage to 
vatious Saivite shrines. He visited Thiruvennainalloor, Thiru- 
vaameathoor, Thirukovaloor and Pennakatam. He worshipped 
the Lord in the temple called Thiruthoongaanai maadam and 
prayed that the marke of the Lord’s trident and Vrushabha 
should be stamped on his body lest be should give up his 
life is contrition for his past association wiih the Jain cult. 
Accordingly Siva Gana stamped those marks on his 
shoulder. Then, he went to Thiruvarathurai and Thiru- 
mudhukunru and reached Chidambaram. There he saag in 
praiso of the Lord in ecstasy and remained there for some 
days cleaning the temple and the streets. He then visited 
Thiruvetkalam and Thirukkazhipaalai and returned to Chi- 
dambaram where he sang profusely in praise of the Lord. 


10 At Chidambaram, he learned about the greatdess 
of Thirugnaanasambandar of Sirkaazhi who was fed wits Her 
milk by Goddess Paarvath: Herself. So, he wanted to pay 
his respects to Thirugnasnasambandar end left for Sirkaazhi 
through Thirunaaraiyoor. Thirugnaanasambaadar reeeived Thiru- 
naavukkarasu at the outskirts of Sirkaazhi. The Jatter felt 
flat on the ground and prestrated before the former. 
Thirugnasoasambandar raised Thirunaavukkarssu, embraced 
him and calied him ‘“ Appar” (father) Then they went to 
the temple, worshipped the Lord and Thirunaavukkearasu 
sang in praise of the Lord. 


li, After staying at Sirkaazhi for some days. 
Thirunaavukkarasu left for Thirukkolakkaa with Thirugnaans- 
sambandar and then went alone to Thirukkaruppariyaloor 
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and several other places. At Thiruchaathimutram, when he 
worshipped the Lord and as usual sang in His praise, the 
Lord asked him to visit Nalloor. At Nalleor, the Lord 
placed His feet on Thirunaavukkarasu’s head. Thirunaavuk- 
karaso again sang in the Lord’s praise in thankfulness for 
the great kindness shown to him. 


12 From Nelloor, he went to Thirupppazhanam and 
then reached Thingaloor. There, Jearning that Appoothiadigal 
of that place had named his sons and all his charities after 
Thirunaavukkarasu, he went to the house of Appoothiadigal. 
The latter and his family received. Thirunaavukkarasu with 
great respect and invited him to dinner. Thirunaavukkarasu 
accepted the invitation. Appoothiadigal’s son who went to 
bring plantain leaves for the dinner was bitten by a snake 
aod he died after dutifully delivering the leaves to his mother. 
Appoothidigal and his wife concealed the dead body and got 
ready to serve food to Thirunaavukkarasu but the latter 
however, by divine graco, became aware of what had happened 
and keeping the dead body in front of the temple sang in 
praise of the Lord ‘The dead bay came back to life. Then 
Thirvoaavukkarasu left for Thiruppazhanem. Tiruchchotruthurai 
and other places and worshipped the Lord in all those places. 


13. Then he went to Nalloor, After staying there for 
some time, he desired to visit Thiruvaaroor and left Nalloor 
and reached Thiruvaaroor. While staying in  Thiruvaaroor, 
he visited Thiruvalivalam. Keezhvellor and Kaanraapoor and 
returned to Thiruvaaroor. There he worshipped the Lord 
during the festivel of Arudra Darsanam and then left for 
Thiruppukaloor where Thirugnaana Sambaadar was then 
staying, Thirugnaanasambandar heartily welccmed  Thiru- 
naavukkarasu aod heard from the latter the greatness of 
Thiruvaaroor and the Arudra Darsanam festival there, 
Thirugnaanasambandar desired to visit Thiruvaaroor and left 
Thituppukaloor. Thirunavukkatasu stayed in Thiruppubaloor 
and from there visited Thiruchchenkaattaankudi, Thirunallaru, 
Saathamangai and Thirumarukal and returned to Thiruppukaloor. 
Then Thirugnaanasambandar also returned to Thiruppukaloor 
and both he and Toirunaavukkarasu stayed there. Sicuthonda 
Naayanaar and Thiruncelakanda Naayanaar also stayed with them. 
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14, Some time later, both Tirusnsal 
Thirunaavukkarasa left Thiruppukaloer and visi 
Thirukkadavoor, Thirukkadavoor Mayaanam, & 
and reached Thiruveezhimizhalsi where they taye@niginpedt 
time. A severe drought prevaild in the area. Lord Siva 
told them that, every day, in the eastern and western 
sides of the temple, He would place gold coins which they 
could utilise for feeding the hungry. The eoins got by 
Thirugnaanasambandar were slightly less in value while those 
obtained by Thirunaavukkarasu were spotless due to the fact 
that, while Thirugoaanasambandhar’s only service to tho 
Lord was to sing songs in His praise. Thirunaavukkerasu 
did service also like cleaning the temple premises in addition 
te singing His praise. They fed the hungry people for some 
time. Then the season changed for the better and the 
drought was over. 





15. Both of them left Thiruveezhimizhalai, visited 
Thituvaanchaim and other places and reached Vedaaranyam. 
They went to the temple and heard thet the original entrance 
to the Lord's Sanctum used by the Vedas which worshipped 
Him had been closed and, as it could not be Opened, a 
different door-way had been provided for the worshippers, 
Thirugoaanasambandar wanted that they should worship the 
Lord through the original doorway which was closed and 
a‘ked Thirunaavukkarasu to sing in praise of the Lord for 
opening that door The door did not readily open at 
first. But finally it opened when the last stanza of the 
song came to a close. Then they went and wor-hipped the 
Lord. When they came out. Thirunaavukkerasu requested 
Thirugnaanasambandhar to sing so that the door might 
Close again As soon aS Thirugnaanasambandhar sang 
but one stanza, the door closed. 


16 Thirunaavukkarasu became thoughtful as the door 
opened only after he had completed all the stanzas while 
it closed no sooner than Thirugnsanasambandhar had sung 
but one sranza. During his sleep that night, the Lord appeared 
in his vision and asked him to visit Voymoor. Thirunaavuk- 
karasu immediately started and the Lord preceded him in the 


52 


seme form in which He had appeared to Thirunaavukkarasy 
in bis sleep. But Thirunaavukkarasu could not reach the Lord, 
The Lord entered a temple and disappeared. Thirugmasna- 
sambandhar also came there having learnt that Thirunaavuk- 
karasu was proceeding to Voymoor. Thirunaavukkarasu was 
distraught? as the Lord had disappeared from his view. He 
was nonplussed why the Lord should have disappeard also 
from the view of Thirugnaanasambandhar whose greatness as 
the Lerd’s devotee had been more than amply established by 
the fact that the doorway in the Vedaaranyam temple closed 
as soon as he sang oply one Stanza. At the same time, 
Thirunaavukkarasu felt that it was quite right that the Lord 
should bave disappeared from his own view as he foolishly 
attempted to have the closed door opened by his song :nstead of 
leaving it to be done by Thirugnaanasambandhar whose great- 
ness could not be matched by any one. Then the Lord 
appeared to Thirugnsanasambandhar and the latter showed the 
Lord to Thirunaavukkarasu. They then retu:ined to 
Vedaaranyam. 


17. At that time, a messenger sent by the Pandya 
queen, Mangayarkkarasi, and the Pandya King’s minister, 
Kulachiraiyaar- told Thirugnaanasambandhar that the Pandya 
king had embraced Jainism and that that cult had spread fa 
the kingdom and requested Thirugnaanasambandhar to eliminate 
Jainism and re-establish Saivism in the kingdom. Notwith- 
standing the advice of Thirunaavukkarasu who warned Thiru- 
gnaanasambandhar that be was a child while his foes were 
ruthless and experienced in all black arts, Thirvgnaana- 
sambandhar left for Madurai saying that, as Lord SIVA was 
tuling his heart, none could harm him. 


18. Then Thirunaavukkarasu left Vedaarunyam, visited 
Thiru-naagai-kkaarenam,  Thiruveezhimizbalai. Thiruvaavadu- 
thurai and Pazbayaerai. In the Jast-mentioned place, he learnt 
thet. in the temple called Vadathal:i, the Jains had concealed 
the Siva Linga Me wanted to find the Linga and he prayed 
to the Lord. The Lord appeared in the King’s dream and 
told him that the Jains had concealed His Linga, that Thiru- 
naavukkarasu wanted to worship that form and that the king 
should, therefore, destory the Jains and build a temple for Him. 
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The Lord also indicated the marks of the plete where Hits 
Linga was kept concealed. Tite King fulfifled the TLort’s 
injonctions and Thirunsavukkarasy worshipped tte Lord’s 
Linga there. 


19. Thea he went to Thiruvaanaikkaa, Erumbiyoor, 
Thiruchirapalli, Karkkudi, § Thirupparaaythurai. aed = Thiru- 
ppaigugnceli, Enroute to the lest-metioned place, he wes 
tied with thirst and bunger. The Lord created e@ tope 
and # foumtain and was also keepitig food packete with Him 
which He offered to Thirunsavukkaresu. The latter ate the 
food and quenched his thirst. The Lord then preceded hits 
to Thiruppaigngneeli and disappeared on approachiag the 
place Thirunaevukkarasu was wonder-struck at this unsolicited 
kindsess on the part of the Lord. 


20. Then he went to Thiruvannsemalai. Thiruvotheor 
and Kaancheepuram where he worshipped at the temples is 
Thiruvekambam, Thirukkachimaysanam. Thirumetrali and 
Thirumaarpperun Then he reached Thirukkaalathi Hill. He 
took his bath in the river Swarnamokhi. climbed up the béll, 
worshipped the Lord aud Kannappa who. by his unparalleled 
devotion te Lord SIVA, had so pleased Him that the Lord 
kept him always by His side. 


21. Then he visited Srisailam, Veataanasi and walked 
towards Kailaas givisg up eating even fruits aed vegetables. 
He was greatly famished on account of his abstineace from 
food and on account of the arduous task of walking through 
hills and jungles. He could net even walk after seme time 
and had to crawl on his belly, Finally, he Jay motionless 
out of sheer exhaustion. Then the Lord created a tank searby 
and appeared before him as a staunch Saivite. The Lord tried 
to dissuade Thirunaavukkarasu from pursuing hie fruitiess 
journey as kailaas could net be reached by mortals. But 
Thirunaavukkarasu emphatically said that he would not return 
unless he reached Kailaas. The Lord then disappeared and 
His divine voice told Thirunaavukkarasu that he should bathe 
in the tank nearby and see the Lord in His Kailass setting 
at Thiruvaiyaaru. Thirunaavukkarasu bathed in the tank and, 
when he rose from the water, he found that he was 


54 


emerging from @ tank in Thiruvaiyaaru. When he went to 
the temple, he saw the Lord surrounded by Vedas, Aagamaas, 
all gods and Siva Ganas in the full Kailaas setting, 
Thirumaavukkarasu was enraptured on seeing the glorious 
setting of the Lord and sang in ecstacy in praise of the LorJ. 


22. Then he visited Neithaanam, Mazhappaadi and 
Thiruppoonthuruthi. Im the Jast-mentioned place he established 
a mutt and stayed there singing songs in praise of the Lord. 
Then Thirugnaanasambandhar who returned from Pandya 
Naadu after eliminating Jainism from that kingdom. came to 
Thiryppoonthuruthi. Thirunsavukkarasu reached the eutskirte of 
the place and mingling with the huge crowd that had gathered 
to welcome Thirugnaanasambandhar, unobtrusively joined the 
bearers of the palanquin of Thirugnaanasambandhar, When the 
palanquin came to the village. Thirugnaanasambandhar enquired 
where Thirunaavukkarasu was and Appar emerged saying that 
he had had the good fortune of bearing ‘the palanquin for 
some distance. Thirugnasnasambandhar hastily got out of 
the palanquin and bowed before Thirunaavukkatasu who also 
simultaneously bowed before Thirugnaanasambandhar The latter 
then recounted his experience in Madutai and Thirunaavukkarasu 
recounted his experience in the places visited by him. 


23. Then Thirugnaanasambandar left for Thondai Naadu. 
Thirunaavukkarasu left for Paandya Naadu, visited Thiruputhoor. 
and Madurai where he was respectfully welcomed by the 
Paandya king, his queen and his minister. Then he went to 
Thiruppoovanam, Rameswaram, Thirunelveli, J birukkanappare 
and returned to Chola Nadu and reached Thiruppukaloor. 


24. At Thiruppukaloor, he stayed doing service to the 
Lord and singing His praise. The Lord, in order to show 
to the world the complete absence of any desire on the part 
of Thirunaavukkarasu, had many gems strewn in the temple 
premises which were being cleaned by him. Thicunaavukkarasu 
throw them all into the tank along with the rubbish. Then 
the Lord made the celestial dancers like Rambha appear 
before him and display atl their artfulness with a view to 
entice him but he said that he was a servant of the Lord 
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of Thiruvaareos and that the dancers had nothing to do with 
him. The dancers went away baffled. Finally, he sang in 
praise of the Lord of Thiruppukaloor, the burden of each 
stanza being to the effect that he was reaching the feet of the 
Lord. He attained Siva Loka and the Lord’s feet. 


23. Kulachirai Naayaneer Puraanem. 


In Manamerkkudi {fn Pasandya Naadu lived Kulachirai 
Naayanaar. He was a great devotee of Lord SIVA and he 
used to feed the devotees of Lord SIVA whoever they might 
be without investigating their caste, creed and ether credentials. 
He was the Prime Minister to the Paandya King, Nedumasrar, 
He was greatly helpful to Mangayarkkarasiyaar, the Pandya 
King’s wife He was chiefly instrumental fn inviting 
Thirugnanasambandbar te Madurai and eliminating Jainism 
from Paandya Naadu with the latter's help He was, there- 
fore. respectfully mentioned by ‘Sundaramoorthy Naayansar as 
‘Perunambi” in his Thiruthondathokai. 


24. Perumizhalai Kurumba Neayanser Purasnam. 


In the place called Perumizhalai in Mizhalai Naadu. 
there was a great devotce of Lord SIVA. by name Perumizhalai 
Kurumba Naayanaar. He used to feed snd give other help 
to devotees of Lord SIVA, He was greatly devoted to 
Sundaramoorthy Naayanaar and believed that to worship him 
was equivalent to worshipping Lord SIVA Himself He attained 
supernatural powers and was always chanting the Panchaakshara. 
By his divine insight he became aware of Sundaramoortbhy 
Naayanaar’s return to Kailaas one day before that event took 
place and he immediately decided to quit the world before 
Sundaramoorthy Naayanaar left it, Accordingly by dint of 
his yogic powers he cast away his mortal coil and attained 
the Lerd’s feet. 


25. Kaaraikkeal Ammalyaar Puraanam. 


]. There was as Vysia by name Dhbanadatfan § in 
Kaaraikkaal in Chola Naadu He bad a daughter by oame 
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Ponithavathjyaar. She was giyen tn marriage to Paramadattan 
of Npagapattingm but Dhasadattan who had no son kept his 
Ggughter and son-in-law in Kasraikkaal in a separate house 
near his own. Pynithavathiyar was. a dutifo) wife and, at 
the same time. she was a great devotee of Lord SIVA and always 
treated His devotees respectfully and gave them food, clothes 
and money. 


2. One day. one of his oustomers presented two 
mango fruits to Peramadettan. He sent them to his wife. 
A fongry devotee of Lord SIVA then came to his houpe. 
Ponithavathiyer wished to feed him at once but she had not 
cooked the full meal. She. therefore, served one of the 
mangoes to him. She served the ether mango to her hushand 
when he later took his food Findise the mango to be verv 
sweet, he asked her to serve the other frait also She was 
perplexed as to what to do and praved to Lord SIVA to 
ave her from the awkward predicament. The Lord provided 
her with a mango fruit which she servedto her husband He 
found it to be extraordinarily sweet. He told his wife that 
that fruit was not the one sent by him and asked her where 
she got it from. After great hesitation, she told him what 
had happaned. He, was sceptical and asked her to obtain 
another fruit te prove her version She again prayed to the 
Lord agd obtained another fruit When she served it to her 
husbagd, it disappeared. He therefore, onncluded that she 
was pot a mortal and wea afraid of living with her. Wath 
the intention of separating frem her eventually, be led a 
formal life with her for some time. 


3. Spon, he left om a trade mission and. without 
returning to Kagraikkeal. settled in a town in Pandya Naedu. 
married another wife, begot a daughter threngh her and named 
the child Punithavathivyaar out of respect for his fint wife 
whom he treated as a divine personality. 


4. The relatives of the first wife heard about. 
Paramadattan’s life in Paandya Naadu and took Punithavathiyaar 
to him. Paramadattan came to them with his second wife 
and the child and all of them prostrated before Pupitba- 
vathiyaaar. To the surprised relatives, Paramadattan narrated 
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2. Thimnseeskkessen who was pessiag thet side ftom 
Tisirupestanem found a weter shed beasing bic name. On 


Appocthindigad snd weet to his 


Acpretiatin. finding © devotes of Lewd SIVA of his deer, 
fe. bien and. Wovenh.to him. . 
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Hed: Then Thirenvavikkaresa enquired on why 
he had ‘adopted’ a differeit pervod's * nadie: for" thd 

Without’ adopting his own: Appootiiediga? ‘was. ae ‘at 
this: {uation end ‘erittetsed the gotet FOF not'katwing the greatnbes 
of Thithniardtkereda : ‘add for referting te‘him ‘as: a + different 
person” dn a caenel mannet.“He- then asked the guest ‘who 
tie “was.  Thitunaavokkerast - replied that | ho wes the gros 
sinnér- who had embreced Jaiiiem froth which the Lord had 
to wean him back (o Saivism through an tnéurabdle stemach 
pain. Appoothiadigal sow realised that his guest was 
Thironsavukkarsty himself. He‘ went into ecstasy and himself 
qnd ‘sll ineinters of the family worshipped Thirunsavukkarasu 
by filling ot his feet. He then did puja to’ the honoured 
guest ind “ pegged shim = to” take’ food im his house. 
Thirunsavukkarmsu agreed: 


3. When food-was cooked, Appothtadigal’s first son went 
to bring plantain leaves for the dinner He was bitten by a 
snake and he died aftet dutifully delivering the leayes to his 
mother, ‘The ‘parents were anxious that Thirunsevukkarasu 
should aot-‘know about the death of their son test he 
(Thiragaavpkkirasi) shoold refuse to take food under such 
circomstances ‘They, therefore, concealed the dead body 
and itivited Thirdnaavukkatasu to take food. 


4. Thiranaavukkarasu ‘took his seat, smeared the sacred 
aah om himpelf and gave it to Appoothisdigal and his wife 
He aaked them to bring their first son to receive the sacred 
neh.: Appotbiadigal .was loth to divulge what had happened and 
give: ‘an evasive. oeply, Thirunayukkarasu, by divine grace, 
pentd mot pring himeelf to eccept the excuse and probed 
ferther . Appogthigdigal bad, therefore, . to: .give a full 
account of what had happened. Thiruseavukkarasu . wep 
surprised at this supreme sacrifice on the part of Appoothiadigal 
and asked the ‘lattes to place the dead body in front: of the 
temple.: ‘Thirunsavekkerasc:eang in praise of the Lord watt 
the dead boy eames to life:and worshipped . Thiusasvukkavatel 
Thirunsavukkardsd stayed ia the place for some dege-and “tah 
feft. Appothiadignl attained the Lord's fect: im dab odurte; 0. 
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27. Thiruneelanckhe Nasyeneer Pursanem. 


1. At Seethamangai in Chols Neadu, there wat o Brakmin 
by name Thiruecelanakkar. He used to do pujs daily te Lord 
SIVA and also do:serviee. to devotees of Lord SIVA. 


2, Oné ‘day, he finished his pajs is’ the house and, 
the rating star of the day being Thiruvaathirai, he wanted 
to do paja to the Lord in the temple also. Mo and his wife 
went to the’ teniple called “Ayavanthi® with the” materials 
required for ‘the Archana. They wore near the Lord's image 
and Thironectanskka Nasyaneae was chanting the Panchaakshars. 
Just then, a spider fel! on the Lord's ‘Lings inmage. The 
wife. ia oder to drive out the spider, forctfully blew on 
the Liaga with her mouth. Thiruncelanakks' Nasysaaar was 
aghast at this’ improper and sinful act of his wife and said 
that she should not live with him thereafter. As the éum had 
already set, the wife had no other place to go to sad sh 
stayed in the temple. That night the Lord: appeared if 
Thirunoclagalka Nasyanaar’s dream and told him that: His 
entire form except the spot where ‘his wife blows was 
covered by blisters. ‘Thirunselanakka Naaysdasr was im 
moved and, early in the morning, he went to the temple, 
worshipped the Lerd aad took hit wife to the house. 


3. Trcaneclanakka Neayaoagr heard about the greatness 
of Thiruguagoasambandgar who came with his followers to 
Saathamangai for: worshipping the Lord of Ayavanthi temple. 
Thiruneelaoakks Naayansar catertained them all with, greet 
gusto. Thirugasanasambandhac asked him te give peopef 
shelter to, Thiruseelakantapperumpaaaaar , ad —_Viraliyanty 
Though they belonged to s Jow ceste,. Thiruncelangkks 
Nasyansar made thom lie nose the, sacted,. fige-place where he 
used to do his daily, fice worship Thereafter, the fire io 
that place attained groater glow aad brilliance than usual a9 
she devotecs of the Lord SIVA had taken shelter scar At 
Thirggasagasembandbar then left the place. 


“4, -Phiroseslanakka. Nasyassat off sad. on weed to visit 
Thiraghedansamibendhar. Sinelly  -be -atteaded:.. Thisugusana~ 
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aad perfermed his usual Puja immediately. Next moraing, 
when he went te Thiruvasroor, he found at first that all 
the people there were Siva Ganas and then they appeared as 
ordinary human beings Naminandhi Adigal begged the Lerd’s 
pardon for his ignorance. Then he shifted his residence to 
Thiruvaaroor where he lived long doing service to the Lord 
aod earned the apprebation of Thirunaavukkaraso. Finally, he 
attained the Lord's feet. 


29. Thisugnaenasambandhe Weayanaar Pureanem. 


1, In Sirkaazhi of Chola Naadu, there was a Brahmin 
named Sivapaadha Hrudhayar. He was an ardent Saivite. His 
wife was Bhagavathiyaar. She also came of a good aud devout 
Saivite family. Sirkaazhi fs an important Sivasthala and it is 
known variously as Brahmapuram, Venupuram, Pukali, Venkeru, 
Thonipuram Poon Tharaai. Chirapuram, Puravam, Sanpai, 
Kazhi, Kochaivayam and Kazhumalam, 


2. Sivapaadba Hrudhayar was greatly upset by the 
growth of Jainism and Buddhism at the cost of Saivism all 
around him. He devoutly prayed to the Lord to set 
things right. In due course, he got a son under the best auspices 
with planetary aspects which were calculated to do immense 
good to the devout. When the child was three years old, 
it was taken by the father to the temple task. Leaving the 
child on the bank of the tank, the father took his bath. 
When the father dipped into the water, the child cried 
frantically pointing to the gopusam of the temple and calling 
‘‘mother, father’’. Lord Siva and Goddess Paarvathi gave 
darshan and Paarvathi, at the behest of the Lord, fed the 
child with Her milk in a golden cup. As Lord Siva and 
Paarvathi Devi showed such kindness to the child, he came 
to be called ‘‘AALUDAYA FILLAIYAAR,” As Goddess 
Paarvathi gave him mot only milk but also Sivagnaanam to 
him, hecame to becalled ‘' Thirugnaanasambandbamoorthi”’ 


3. When the father completed his ablutions, he found 
that his son bad partaken of some milk and questioned him 
in a threatening manner holding a stick in hand where he got 


the milk from. The chid immediately seng the first pethikem 
(ten stanzas) poilating out in the sky Lord SIVA and Goddess 
Paatvathi on Their Vrushabha mount. The Pethikam was e0 
composed as to make the eighth, ainth and tenth stanzas 
very important. The eighth stanza cited Raavanaa‘s case to 
show thst even the worst offenders could obtain the pardon 
of Lord SIVA if they showed real penitence. The ninth 
stanza cited the cases of Brahmaa and Vishnu Who were 
baffled {n Their search for Lord SIVA’s crown and feet 
tespectively as they were obsessed with Their own importance 
and did mot sealiee that Lord SIVA could be cognised only 
through humility and by praising His glory. The tenth stanza 
condemmed Jainism and Buddhism which were opposed to 
the Real Truth. Sivapaadha Hrudhayar was wonder-struck at all 
this. The Gods showered flowers, The Lord and Paarvathi 
Devi entered the temple. Thirugnaanesambandbar followed 
the Lord into the temple and sang is praise of the Lord 
in the presence of a large gathering of people who had 
assembled in the temple learning about the miracle All people 
who had gathered there prostrated before Thirugnaana- 
sambandhar. Sivapaada Hrudhayar went home carrying his 
son oe his shoulders. 


4, Thirugnaanasambandhar went to Thirukkolakkaa and 
sang in praise of the Lerd keeping time with his bare hands. 
Then, by the Lord's grace, a pair of golden cymbals with 
the Panchaaksharea inscribed on them came to Thirugnaana- 
sambandhar's hands. Then he returned te Sirkaazhi § There, 
people from his mother’s place and other people from all 
around came to have his darshan, The people from fThirv- 
nanipalli, the place from which Thirugnaanasambendbar's 
mother hailed, invited Thirugnaanasambaadhar to their piece 
and he went to that place and worshipped the Lord. He 
then left that place and visited Thalsichankaadu and other places 
ead sang in praise of the Lord everywhere. Then he returned 
to Sirkaazhj. 


5. At that time, Thiruneclakantapperumpaanaar and 
Viraliyaar, a Harijen couple, came te see Thirugnaana- 
eambaadhar. He welcomed them and took them to the front 
yard of the temple and there, at his request they sang songs 


oa the Lord and also played en the musical instrument 
called Yaazh. Thiruneelakanta Perumpaansar then played tho 
Pathikams of Thirugnassasambandhar on the instrument 
and obtained Thirugnaanasambandhar’s permission to accompany 
him io all his pilgrimages aad play the lastramemt in scoompani- 
ment to Thirugnaanasambandhar’s songs. From thea onwards, 
Thiruneclakantapperumpaanaar invariably accompenied Thiru 
gnaanasambandhbar and played his instrument ln accempaniment 
to Thirugnaanasambandhar’s songs, 


6. Then Thirugnaanasambandhar went to Chidambaram 
accompanied by his father and followers. Me was welcomed 
by the local people and the three thousand devotees of 
Lord Nataraajaa called ‘‘Brahmins living in Thillai’. He 
prostrated before the gopuram and entered the temple through 
the southern gate. He worshipped the Lord in the goldes 
Sabha, ran into ecostasy and sang in praise of the Lerd. 
After going round the four main streets, he went to 
Thiruvekalam, worshipped the Lord and sang in His parise 
as usual. When he again visited Chidambaram, the three 
thousand devotees of Lord Nataraajaa appeared to him as 
Sivaganas and he pointed it out to Thiruneclakantapperum- 
paanaar. The three thousand persons worshipped Thirn- 
gnaanasambandhar and he also worshipped them. Then they 
all went into the temple and Thirugnaanasambandbar saag in 
praise of the Lord. 


7. When Thirvgnaanasambandhar left Chidambaram 
Thiraneclakantapperumpaanaar requested the former to visit 
his (the latter's) birth place, Thiruverukkathaampuliyoor. 
Thirugnaanasambandbar visited that place, Thirumudbekurn 
and Pesnaskatam. He then went to Thiruaelvoyilarathurai 
by walking slowly. Previously, he was being carried 
by his father on his shoulders. When he reached Maranpaadi, 
be was tired and was uttering the Panchaaksbara. He took 
rest in that place for the night. 


$. That night the Lord of Thiruvarathurai appeared 
in the dream of all Brahmins of the place and told them 
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individually that Thirugnaanasambandhar was going to visit 
the place and that the Brahmins should take pearl palan- 
quin, pearl umbrella and pearl bugics whieh had been kept by 
the Lord in the temple, te Thiragnasnasambandhar. Barly 
next moming, the Brahmios found those articles in the 
temple and took them to Thirugnasnasambandhar. As the Lord 
had alse appeared in Thirugnaanasambandhar’s dream and 
told him about this, he, his father and other members of 
his party were struck with the Lord’s kindness. Then 
Thirugnaanasambandhar got into the palanquia and the Brahmins 
held the umbrella and blew the bugles. Thirugnaanasambandhar 
reached Thiruvarathurai and worshipped the Lord. From there, 
he visited Thiruvenainallur and other place. 


9. Then, he left for Sirkaazhi through Thiruppazhuvoor. 
Thiruvijayamangai, © Thiruvaikka, Thiruppurambayam and 
Thiruchcheignaloor. At the last-mentioned place, where 
Chandesa Nayanaar had lived. §Thirognaanasambandhar 
alighted from the palanquin out of respect for that great 
devotee, walked to the temple and worshipped the Lord 
Then be visited several places and reached Sirkaazbi. There 
the Brahmins gave him a royal welcome and Thirugnaana- 
snmbandhar went to the temple, worshipped the Lord and 
went home. 


10, Then the Upanayanam of Thirugnaanasambandhar 
was celebrated and he formally initiated into the four 
Vedas by the Brahmins but Thirugnaanasambandhar was. by 
divine giace, already well-versed in all the Vedas and their 
branches and even the learned Brahmins were greatly edified 
by Thirugnaanasambandhar's discourses on them. He also 
instructed them that the Panchaakshara was the most important 
Mantra for Brahmins and sang in praise of the Mantra. 


li. At that time. Thirunaavukkarasu wanted to pay his 
fespects to Thirugnaanasambandhar and came to Sirkaazbi. 
Thirugnaanasambandhar welcomed him and took him to 
the temple and then to his house. Latter, Thirunaavukkarasu 
left on his further pilgrimage aad Thirugnaanssambandhar 
sccompasied him upto Thirukkolakka and seturned to 
Sirkaazhi, 
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12. Then Thirugnasnasambandhar started en a pilgrimage. 
He got into the pear! palanquia and was accompanied by his 
father. who insisted on doing so, and by others. He visited 
Thitukkannarkoll and several other places and worshipped the 
Lord in every place and sang in His praise. 


13. Then he entered Mazhanaadu and proceeded along 
the nerth bank of the river Cauvery. He reached Thiruppaachi- 
laachiraamam. Kollimazhavan, a chieftain of that place, was 
in the temple where he had taken his -daughter who was 
suffering from an incurable disease. When he heard the 
bugle sound announcing the arrival of Thirugnaasasambandhar, 
he bastened to the village leaving his daughter inthe temple, 
arranged for the decoration of the streets and worsbipped 
Thirugnaanasambandhar when he entered the place in the pearl 
palanquin Thirugnaasambandhar toek him to the temple. 
There Thirugnasnasambandhar found the daughter of Kolli- 
mazhavan lying inert. Learning about her disease, he sang 
in praise of the Lord and cured her of the disease. 


14, Then Thirugsaanasambandher went to Thiru 
ppaigngneeli and Thiruveengoimatai and entered the Konga 
Desa There he visited Thirukkodimaada Chenkunroor and 
Thirunanaa At the former place, owing to heavy fall of dew, 
his followers suffered much hardship. Thirugnaanasambandhar 
sang in praise of the Lord and the climate became agreeable. 
Then he went to Thiruppaandikkodumudi, Thiruvenjamaakkoodal 
and Karur and entered Chola Neaadu. 


15. In Chola Naadu, he visited Thirapparoythurai 
and several other places. Then the summer was at its 
height. Thirugnaanasambandhar went to Thirupazbaiyaarai, 
Thiruvaaraimetrali, Thiruchathimutram and was on his way to 
Thiruppatteswaram. Then a Sivagana spread a pera! canopy 
over Thitugnaasambaasdhar and announced that Lord 
Patteesswara hed ordered thet te be dona. Thirugnaanasam- 
bandhar worshipped and praised the Lord gratefully. He 
then went to Thifuvaaraivazhani and several othar places 
and reached Thiruvasvadutbursi. 
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16. When he was at Thirvvaavadothural, Siva 
paadbahrudhayar told him that he wanted to perform a Yegna 
and wanted money for it. Thirugnaanasambandhar fang in praise 
of the Lord asd a Siva Gana immediately placed on §& 
platform s bag containing one thousand gold pieces and 
announced that the Lord had provided that gold. Thirv- 
goaavasambandbar gave the gold to his father and asked him 
to go to Sirkaazhi and do the Yagna according to the Vedic 
injunctions treating the Lord Paramasiva as the Supreme 
Lord of the Universe, 


17 Then Thirugnaanasambandhar left Thiruvaavaduthurai 
and went to Dharmapurem after visiting several plaecs. As 
that was the place of Thiruneelakantapperumpaanaar’s mother. 
his relatives met him and told him that because he (Thitu- 
neelakantapperumpaanaer) was fully bringing out through his 
Yaazh the musical merits of Thiragnaanasambandhar’s songs, 
their music would envelop the world. Thiruneelakantapperum- 
paansar was taken aback at this and requested Thirugnaaca- 
sambandhar to sing a pathikam, the musical intricacies of 
which would baffle accompaniment on the Ysazh so that the 
people might know about the innate excellence of the songs 
and give up the wrong impression that their excellence was 
due to the Yaazh. Thirugnaanasambandhar, therefore, sang & 
pathikam which could not be played on the Yaazh. On 
account of his failure to play it on the Yaazh, Thiruneela- 
kantapperumpaanaar got into a frency and attempted to break 
the Yaazh whieh had induced him to make the unwise and 
presumptuous attempt to play the exquisite, divine music of 
the sengs on the instrument; but Thirugnaanasambandbar 
prevented him from breaking the Yaazh saying that the Lord’s 
kindness could not be circumscribed within the capacity of a 
manmade, stringed instrument and that, therefore, there was 
nothing wroag with the Yaazh or the player on the Yaazh. 


18. Some days later Thirugnaanasambandhar left 
Dharmapurem and went to Thiruoallaruand Thituchchaathe- 
mangai. Ia the latter place, Thiruncclanakka Naayanaar wel- 
comed and entertained him. Then Thirugaaanasembandhar 
went to Thirunaagaikkasronam. Keezhveloor and Thiruch. 
henkattaankudi, At the last-mentioned place, Siruthonda 
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Naayasaar welcomed and entertained him. Then he went to 
Thiromarnkal and stayed there for some time. There a young 
merchant and a young woman were Sleeping in a rest house 
near the temple. The merchant died of snake-bite, The 
distraught young woman bemoaned the death of the merchant 
and wildly cried before the temple gate entreating the Lord 
to give life to the merchant. Thirugnaanasambandhar who 
was then worshipping in the temple came out and sang in 
praise of the Lord. Immediately, the dead merchant came 
to life and he and the woman ‘prostrated before Thirugnaana- 
sambandhbar. He permitted them to wed" as that was ther 
desire, Siruthonda Naayanaar came to Thirumarukal aod invited 
Thirugnaanasambandhar to Thiruehchenkaattaankudi, The latter 
weat to the temple at Thirumarukal and there the 
Lord gave darshan to him in His Thiruchchenkaattaankudi 
setting and Yhirugnaanasambandhar was pleated and sang io 
praise of the Lerd. 


19. Then he went to Thiruppukkaloor, Muruga Naayanar 
welcomed him. Thirunaavukkarasu was then reported to be 
coming to Thiruppukkaloor and Thirngnaanasambaodhar 
welcomed him at the outskirts of the place. Thirunaavukkarasu 
told him about the Thiruvaathirai festival at Thiruvaaroor 
and Thicugnaanasambandhar, desiring to visit Thiruvaaroer, 
went to Thiruvirkudi and Thiruvaactoor. From  Thiruvaaroor 
he went to Thiruvalivalam and Thirukkolili and returned to 
Thiruppukaloor. He stayed there for some time with Thiru- 
naavukkarasu Naiyaoasr and Thiruneelanakka Naayanaar and 
Sirutbonda Naayanaar also joined them. 


20. After some time, Thirunasvukkarasu and Thirugnaana- 
Sambandhar left on a further pilgrimage. Thirunaavukkaaasu 
led the party in advance and Thirugnaanasambandhar followed 
them in the pearl palanquin as requested by Thirunaavukkarasu 
They visited Thiruvambar and worshipped the Lord in 
Maahsalam. There they visited the temple erected by 
Kochchengatchozha Naayanaar. Then they went to Thirukkadavoor, 
stayed with Kungiliyakkalaya Naayanaar and worshipped at 
Thirukkadavoor Maysanam also. 


21. Then they went to Thiruveezhimizhalai. There 
Thirunaavukkarasu and Thirugnaanasambendhar stayed in 
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separate residences. Then the Brahmins of Sirkaarhi came and 
aveed Phirognaanasambendbar to Sirkserhi. He said thet he 
would take the permission of the Lend of Thiravecrhimizhalel 
and preceed te Sirkaszhi the newt day, But, that might, the 
Lond appeared in his dream and. told him that he could see 
the Lord of Sirkearhi ‘In His full Sirkearhi setting in the 
Fhiruveestimizhelal temple Vimesnem iteelf. Accordingly 
Fwirugeeanasembandhar had darshan of the Lord of Sirkeazh! 
and asked the Brahmins of Sirkeazhi to return to their 
place, 


82. At that time, Thiruveezhimizhalai was droughtstricken 
Thirugusanasembandhar and Thirusaavukkerasu were worried 
om that account. That night, the Lord told them in their 
dream that He would place a gold coin in each ef the 
eastren and westeren platforms in the temple and they could 
use the coins for the purpose of feeding the hungry people 
This was done by them daily. Thirugnaanasambandhar learnt 
that the coins taken by him from the castern platform were 
Nightly {pferior and hence there was delay in getting 
provisions sod serving the hungry. Thirugnaanasambendhar 
sang to the Lerd and got good coins The coins obtained by 
Thirunaavukkarasu were all good from the becinning because 
be not only sang and prayed to the Lord but also did 
physical service like cleaning the temple premises. 


23. When the drought was over, they went to Thiru- 
vaanchiam and other places and reached Vedaaranyam 


24. There they went round the temple and came to 
the doorway which had been used by the Vedas in the past 
fos worshipping the Lord and which was closed latter and could 
not be apaned by any one. Thirugnaanasambandhar told 
Thiruneavukkarasu that they should get to the Lord's presence 
through that doer aod asked him to sing for opening the 
door. Thitunaavukkarasu sang but the door did not readily 
epen. However, it opened after all the stanzas of 
the song were sung. After they worshipped the 
Lord, Thirunsavukkarasu ssked Thirugasanasambandhar to sing for 
clesing the door, As soon as tho first staaza was sung, the 
deor closed. Subsequently, the deor opencd aad closed daily. 
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3S, Thirunsavukkerasn became thoughtful as the 
door did] not readily open when he sang while tt closed xs 
soon @s Thirugraanssambandtrar had sung but one stanza, He 
realised the greatness of Thirugnaanasambandhar who aiene 
could work miracles like the Lord. ‘With this thought he 
went to sleep and in his dream the Lord asked ‘him to follow 
Him to Voymoor. Thirunsavukkaraeu immediatly rose and 
followed the Lord but oeuld not resch Him. The Lord entered 
a temple Meanwhile, Thirugnaanesambandhar also came to 
Voymoer and had darshan of the Lord. _ Then they both 
returned to Vedsstanyam. 


20. At that time, the Pasndya King bad embraced 
Jainism and consequently that cult bed spread fast over the 
Kingdom. The queen aud the Prime Misister were, however, 
staunch Saivites. They wore thinking hard how the 
situation could be rectified. They heard about Thiragnaaoa 
Sambandhar's greatness and sent some messengers to 
him to explain the situation in the Paandya Kingdom. and 
to request him to visit Madura: and eradicate Jainism from the 
place. Thirugnaanasambandbar went to the temple, prayed ta 
the Lord and decided to leave for Madurai. Thirunasvukkarasy 
tried to dissuade him on the ground that Thirugnaanasambandhar 
being a child could not match the adversaries who were crafty 
and cruel but Thirugnsanasambandhar was emphatic that, as 
Lord SIVA was ruling his heart. so harm could come to 
him Thirunaavukkaratu offered to accompany him but Thiru- 
gnasnasambandhar asked him to continue in Cholanaadu, He 
then left for Madurai. En route, he visited Tbriuvakathi- 
yempalli and other place. 


27. The Prime Mialster of the Paaodya King, Kulachiraiysas 
welcomed Thirugnaanasambandhbar. The queen went to the temple, 
worshipped the Lord and awaited Thirugnasnasambandbat’s 
arrival. The latter reached the temple, worshipped the Loxd, 
met the queen, blessed her and the Prime Minister and stayed 
in a rest-house arranged by the Prime Minister. 


8. The Jains whe had watched the arrival of Thirugnsass- 
sembandher in Madurai told the King about it wad with his 
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permission decided to Set fire, by their eccult powers, to 
the rest-house in which Thiruguaanasambandhar was staying. 
The King was depressed sbout the advent of Thirugnaana- 
sambandhar to Madurai. As their occult practices did not 
succeed against the divine personality of Thiugneanasnmbandhar, 
the Jains physically set fire to the building The followers of 
Thirugnsanasambaadhar put it eut end told Thirugnaane- 
sambandhar about the Jains’ act. He sang to the Lord and 
disected the fire to the Psandya King so that he might feel 
the burning sensation in his body without any harm being 
caused to his life, The King accordingly suffered from a 
great burning sensation all over his body. The King’s 
physicians and the Jains attempted to cure him but failed 
completely im their attempts. Then the queen and the Prime 
Minister suggested to the King that Thirugneanasambandhar 
might be called to effect the cure. On aecount of the compulsion 
of circumstances, the King aggreed and said that he would 
embrace the religion of asy one who cured him of the 
diseaso, The queen and the Prime Minister went to 
Thirugngamasambandhar. reported and happenings in the palace 
to him and requested him to cure the King He went to tho 
temple, worshipped the Lord and with His blessings went 
to the palace. 


29. The Jains were also present at the palace and tried 
to persuade the King to support them, But the King said 
thet he would be fair to both sides and join that side which 
established its superiority to the other, 


30. When Thirugnaanasambandhar arrived at the palace, 
the King offered him a jewelled seat acar the head of his 
couch. The King made kind enquiries of him The Jains 
who were jealous of Thirugnaasasambandhar to whom the King 
tad offered the jewelled seat began to speak vehemently in 
support of their cult. Thirugnasnasambandhar .asked them to 
state their case properly and in an orderly manner, The King 
at the instance of the queen, interfered and said that those 
who cured him of his bodily afflictien would be considerd 
to have won. The Jains then offered to cure the King’s left 
side while Thirugnaanasambendhar should try with the right 
side. But their attempts to cure the ieft side only aecentuated 
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the illnes and the King’s agony. Then Thirugnaanasambandhar 
safg on the greatness of the sacred ash and applied it to the 
tight side of the King. He was immediatly cured of the 
disease on the tight side. The King then requested him to cure 
his left side also and Thirugnaanasambnedhat applied the 
sacred ash te the left side and cured it also. The King 
announced that the Jains were defeated. The King also 
worshipped Thirugnaanasambandhar in thankfulsess. 


31, Then Thirugnsanasambandbar asked the Jain to 
state the tenets of their cult. The Jains said that both sides 
should inscribe the tenets of their respective cults on palm 
leaves and put them in fire and that the leaf that remained 
anbumt would indicate the superiority of the tenets written 
on it Before the King could say anything, Thriugnaana- 
eambandhar agreed. He meditated on the Lord and selected 
at random a leaf out of a file of leaves on which Thevaram 
songs had been written It related te Thirvoailaaru Thiru- 
gnaanasambandhar, meditating on the Lord of Thirunallaaru, 
deposited it into the fire with full confidence. The leaf did 
not burn and was iotact. The Jains also put their leaf into 
the fire with diffidence and it was burnt to ashes. Thiru- 
gnaanatambaohar then recovered his leaf from the fire and 
kept it in its place in the file. The King asked the Jains to 
produce their leaf but they could not as it had become ash. 
The King confirmed his decision that the Jains were 
defeated. 


32, The Jains wanted one mere trial to be made and 
suggested that the leaves relating to the two cults should be 
droppod into the river Vaigai amd the one that went 
upstream should be considered to be that of the winning 
creed. Thirugnaanasambandhar agreed and the Jains dropped 
their leaf into the river, It was carried away by the fast 
current and went beyond reach. Then Thirugnaanasambandhar 
sang a song and the leaf containing that song was dropped 
into the fiver; it went up-stream. The Paandya King was 
also curd of his hunchback as a result of the song. The 
Prime Minister rode on a swift horse to follow the 
progrees of the leaf upstream. Thirugmaanasambandhar sang a 
song to arrest the further progress of the leaf and the 
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Pitas Mihister wes able to pick it up near ‘Thitavedskem. 
He held ‘it’ with respect on his head and showed it 'to the 
King ‘and others. He worshipped = Thirugnaanesambendhar 
The Prime Minister’ took steps antler the King’s orders to 
execute ‘the eight thousand Jains as had: already been apreed 
to by them at the beginning of the contest. Thirggneana- 
sathbadihiar then went to’ the temple accompanied by the King 
and Queen, worthipped the Lord and sang ian His praise 
The King also profusely apologised to Lord Somasundreswara 

having ecrtibraced «= Jaintem =o'and) he become 
G Mhunth Saivite. The entire Kingdom got rid of Jainism end 
Shien ‘prevhiled everywirere. 


33. When Thirmgoaanssambandhar was in Madurai, bis 
fther came’ there to seo his son whe had renderd signal 
Service te Stivism, He was wetcomed ‘by Thringnsanasambendhar 
Who sing in praite of the Lerd of Sirkaazhi. Who had im 
pacted Sivagnaans to him. 


34. Then Thirugnaanatambandhar accompained by the 
Pasadya King an queen and the Prime Minister left for 
Thirupparankunram and other places. He worshipped the 
Lord jin all those places and then weat to Rameswaram. He 
worshipped the Lord of Rameswaram and from there he 
sang in praise of the Lord of hirukkonamalai and 
Thirukketheeswaram in Sri Lanka’ From Rameswaram, he 
went to Thiruvaadaanai, Thriuppanavoyil and reached 
Manamerkudi, the birth place of Kulschiraiyaar, the Prime 
Minister. From there he visited several shrines of Lord SIVA 
in ntighbouring ptaves. Then he teft for Chola Neada and 
‘the Panndya King. queen and Prime Mmuster reluctantly 
retatned to Madurai. 


85. Thriugnaanssambandher visited Thirukkalar, Thiru- 
ppaathaaleeswaram aad Mullivcikkarai, [0 the Jast-mentioned 
place, the river was swollen and the bostman had kept 
the boats on river bank and gone away as the boats 
epuld not be plied in tle high stream. Thirug- 
naapssambandhar wanted to eross the river and worship the 
‘Lbrd of Thirukkollampoor on the opposite bank, He united 
‘the boat and put his followers into them. He then: got 
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toto a bost and seag -in praise of the Lord. The boats, 
unmanned by ‘boatsmen as they were, reached the opposite 
shore and Thriugnaanasambandhar wershipped the Lord 
From there, he went to Thirendilasru and Thiruthelicheri 
and approached Bodhimangai, a stronghold of the Buddhists. 
The Buddhists were greatly irked when the followers of 
Thirugnaanasambandhar played their trumpets and announced 
that Thirugnaanasambandhar, the extripator of non-Saivite 
cults, was arriving. The Buddhists led by their leader, 
Buddhanandi, challenged the followers of the Thirugnaanasambandhar 
to establish the superierity of the Saiva cult before proclaiming 
the greatness of their leader. Thirugnaanasambandhar was 
apprised of the Buddhists’ opposition and he proposed to 
accept the challenge. But the scribe who was writing the 
Thevaram songs of Thirugnaanasambandhar would not brook 
the situation. He therefore, cited the Thevaram song which 
extols the efficacy of the Panchaakshara in putting an end 
to the enemies of its votaries and prayed that the head of 
the leader of the Buddhists should be sundered from the 
body by a thunder The prayer was immediatly fulfilled. 
Thirugnaanasambandhar who was apprised of this was glad 
and asked his followers to utter the same of Lerd SIVA. 


36. Though the Buddhists were temporarily upeet, they 
rallied round their teader. Sari Buddhan and invited Thiru- 
gnaanasambandhar for a discussion of the relative merits of 
their cults. The same scribe again worshipped Thriugneans- 
gambandhar and entered into an argumentation with Sari Buddhan 
and defeated him. The Buddhists then embraced Saivism. 


37 Thriugnaanasambandhar then went to Thirukkadavoor 
and stayed there for some time worshipping the Lord. Then 
he weat to Thiruppoonthuruthi where Thriunaavukkasasu was 
staying. Thriunaavukkarasu heard about the visit of Thiru 
gnaanssambandhar and joiaed the crowd which went to the 
outskirts of the village to welcome Thirugnaanasambandhbar. 
The latter enquired where the former was. Thirunaavukkarasu 
then stepped forward and expressed his good fortune ia having 
had the opportunity to bear the palanquin for some distance 
at feast. Oe hearing this, Thirugnaanasambandhar got dows 
from the Palanquin and bowed to Thirunsavukkarasu and the 
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latter also bowed te the former. Then Thirugnaanasambandhar 
recounted his experiences in Paandya Maado and Thirunaavukkarasu 
also «=o narrated «=o his’ =—s experiences in  Thosdai Naadu., 
Thirunsavukkarasu then feft for Paandya Nasdu. 


38. Thirugnaanasambandhar then visited Thiruncithaanam, 
Thirovaiyaaru and Thiruppazhanam and reached Sirkaazhi. 
Subsequently, he left for Thondai Naadu. Enroute, he 
visited Chidambaram and many other places. 


39, In Thondainaadu, he visited Thiruvothcor and wor- 
shipped the Lord. A devotee of Lord SIVA then told him 
that all the palmyrah trees grown by him were nonyielding 
(male) trees and that the Jains were on that account, 
making a laughing stock of him and his devotion 
to Lord SIVA, Thirugnaanasambandhar sang in praise of 
the Lord and, to the surprise of all, the palmyras began 
to yield immediately. Many Jains embraced Saivism and others 
left the place, The palmyras also attained in due course the 
goal of spiritual evolution and merged in Lord SIVA 
Withost having to take birth again. 


40. Then Thirugnaansambandhar visited Thirumakaral, 
Thitukuranganimuttam and reached Kaancheepuram. There he 
visited Thiruvekumbam aad other places. He approached 
Thiruvaalankaadu Being afraid of treading the sacred soil 
over which Kaaraikkaal Ammaiyaar had, unwilling to place 
her feet on the sacred land. walked om her head, he steyed 
for the night in a neighbouring place. The Lord of Thiru- 
vaalankaadu appeared in his dream and reminded him to sing 
in His praise Thirugnaanasambnadhar then sang in praise of 
the Lord. Then he went to Thiruppsasoor, Thriuvenpaakkam, 
Thriukkarikkara: and reached Kaalahasti. He climbed the hill 
singiog in praise of the Lord and Kannappa Naayanaar 
and worshipped the Lord and Kansappa Nasyansar. From 
there. he sang in praise of the Lord in Kailaas, Thriukkethaaram. 
Thirugokarnam. #Thitupparuppatham and  Indrancelapparu- 
ppatham. Then he visited Thiruverkaadu, and Thiruvalithaayam. 
and reached Thiruvotriyoor. He stayed at the last 
mentioned place for some time. 
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41. At that time, there was a ich Vysya by same 
Sivancsan in Mylapore. He had no offepring for long. He 
prayed to God. Then he begot a daughter whom he named 
Poompaavai. As he was greatly devoted to Thiru- 
gnaanasambandhar, he announced that he would give her 
in marrige to Thirugnaanatambandhar and bestow all his 
property also on him, But, soon the girl was bittem by a 
snake and she died. Sivanesan had her body burnt and kept 
the bomes and ash js a pot which he daily decerated with 
flowers to the surprise of all. " 


42. Learning that Thirugmaanasambandhar was staying 
in Thiruvotriyoar. Sivanesan bad the entire distance from 
Mylapore to Thiruvotriyoor decorated and he went to invite 
Thirugoaaoasambandhar to Mylapore. The latter arrived at 
Mylapore, worspipped the Lord in the temple and asked Sivanesan 
to bring the pot contajning the bones and ash to the temple gate. 
When it was brought Thirugnaanassmbandbar sang in praise of the 
Lord and as soon as the song was completed, Poompaavail 
rose in flesh and blood and all were wonder - struck. Sivanesaa 
begged Thirugnaanasambamdhar te mairy the git) but he 
declined saying that it would mot be proper ss he had 
brought her back to life with the grace of the Lord and as 
she was, therefore, virtually a daughter to him. Sivanesan 
did not give her in marriage to anybody else and she joined 
the Lord’s feet in due course. 


43, Thirugnaanasambandhar then went to Thiruvaaamiyoor 
and other places and then reached Chidambaram. Siva 
paadhahrudayar. and other Braamios of Sirkazhi also came to 
Chidambaraw. Thirugnsaoasambandhar thea left for Sirkaazhi. 
Muruga Naayaoaar. Thiruneelanakka Naayanaar and othes 
devotees of Lord SIVA, came to Sirkaazhi and stayed there 
worshipping Thirugnaanasambandhar. 


44, Then Sivapaadbabrudayaar and other  felatives 
requested Thirugnaanasambandhar to wed. Though he was 
at first against marriage, he could aot rejest their plea that, 
as his life’s mission was to establish the Vedic mode of life, 
he should take a wife at that appropriate stage of his life 
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wheo the Brahmacharya Ashram should be completed and 
Gruhastha Ashram should begin Sivapaadhahrudsyar then 
wentto Thisunsileor and with the coacusrence of Nambiseadaar 
Nambi of that place settled the marriage ‘of the -latter’s 
Aaughter with Thicugnaanasambaandhar. All arrangements were 
made for the marriage by both parties. 


45. On the day previous to the wedding day. Thiru- 
giiaangsanibandhar and party left for Thirunalloor. He 
worshipped the Lord ima the temple called Thirupperumanem 
and then stayed in the building set spart for him. On the 
wvediing day. he was adorned in accordance with custom 
‘and wearing the Rudraaksha and sacred ash. he reached 
the ‘wedding hall and seok ‘hie seat. Nambisandaar Nambi and 
‘his wife received him with appropriate honours. The bride 
was then brought to the wedding hall and she took her seat 
by his side. According to Vedic injunction, Thirugnaana- 
‘samibandhar tied the Thirumangalyam to her neek and went 
‘round ‘the sacred fire with her. Them be went to the temple 
‘with the bride and all relatives aad othes guests who had 
gathered there and sang in praise of the Lord. 


46. A great Jyothi enveloped the temple premises 
immediately. Lord SIVA said in a devine voice that 
Thirugoaanasambandhar, his bride and ali who had gathered 
there for the wedding should reach Him through the Jyothi 
and in His kindness the Lord indicated the entrance to 
the Jyothi. Thirugnaanasambandhar sang in praise of the 
Lord and asked all to enter the great lustre. All entered it 
and Thirugnaanasambandhar holding the bride’s hand 
also entered after all ethers had done so. The Jyothi then 
disappeared and the temple became visible as usual. Devas 
and Rishis praised the Lord. 


38. Yeyarkene Kalikkaema Naayanaar Puraanam. 


1. Kalikkeama Naayanaar came of a Vollale family in 
Thirupperumangeiam of Chola Naadu. The family was known 
es §6‘“‘Yeyar", a special appellation given te it as its 
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members were hereditarily the commanders of the King’s 
forces. Kalikkaama Naayanaar was a great devotee of 
Lord SIVA and he rendered great service to the Lord’s 
temple at Thiruppunkeor. 


2. He wasenraged at Sundaramoorthy Naayanaat’s request 
to the Lord of Thiruvaaroor to intercede on his behalf with 
Paravayaar, his wife, who wasestranged with him. Kalikkasma 
Nasyanaar was ominously saying that be could not predict 
what would happen if he should chance fo meet Sundara- 
moorthy Naayanaar. The latter also heard about this and 
approached Lord SIVA and stated what he had heard. 


3. The Lord wanted to unite Kalikkaama Naayanaar 
and Sundarameorthy Naayanaar and made the former suffer 
from an unbearable stomach pain. The Lord also told 
Kalikkaama Naayanaar that the disease could be cured only by 
Sundaramoorthy Naayanaar. But the former refused to get 
cured by Sundaramoorthy Naayanaar. The Lord had, at the 
same time, also told Sundaramoorthy Naayapaar to go and 
cure Kalikkaama Naayanaar. Accordingly Sundaramoorthy 
Naayanaar sent a messenger to Kalikkaama Naayanaar 
informing him that he would be arriving to cure him of the illness. 
But Kalikkaama Naayanaar immediatly cut bis stomach with 
a knife and died. His wife was also about to put an end 
to her life. But just then Sundaramoorthy Naayanaar 
arrived. When be found that Kalikkaama Nasyanaar had 
killed himself, Sundaramoorthy Naayanaar aleo took the same 
knife and attempted to stab himself. But, by the Lord’s 
gtace, Kalikkaama Naayansar came to life and snatched 
the knife from Sundaramoorthy Naayanaar’s hands. Then 
they both became good friends and left for Thiruvaaroor. 
Kalikkaama Naayanaar stayed at Thiruvaaroor worshipping 
the Lord and now aad then returned to his place. In duo 
course he attained the Lord’s feet. 


31. Thirumeela Naayenaar Puraanam 


1. A direct disciple of Lord Nandi Deva of Kailaas 
left Kailaas to mect his friend, Agastya, who was io 
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Pothiyamalai in the south, Enroute, he visited Thirukethaaram, 
Pasupathi Nepalam, Kaasi, Sri Sailam, Thirukkalaathi, 
Thiruvaalamkaadu. Kaancheepuram, Thiruvathikai, and Chidam- 
baram. Hercached Thiruvaavaduthurai. He was stayiog there 
aad worshipping the Lord. 


2. Qno day, a cowherd of Sathanoor, a sear by village, 
who: had taken a herd of cows to the bank of the Cauvery 
for grazing died suddenly, The cows were all grtief-stricken. 
This. was noticed by the disciple of Lord Nandi Deva. Out of 
pity for the cows, he decided ‘to leave his body temporarily 
and activate by his superhuman powers the dead body ef the 
cowherd, When Moolan got back to life. the cows were 
jubilant’ and grazed well. In the‘evening, the cows were led 
to Shathanoor by the Sivayogi, who was activating Moolan’s body. 
Moolan’s wife invited him to the heuse but the Sivayogi 
refused’ to’ go with’ ber. He entered into meditation in a 
public place nearby. People concluded that he had renounced 
the world and‘ left him at’ that. 


5. Then he went to the place where he had left his 
own body and found it missing. He was able to perceive 
that the Lord’s intention was to make him educate the people 
of Tamilnadu in Saiva Asgamaas and Siva Yoga. He, therefore. 
west to the temple at Thiruvaavaduthurai and after worshipping 
the Lord squatted underneath a pecpul tree in meditation, 
He was in meditation fer over thtee thousand’ years and 
composed one stanza every year. The’ work was culled 
“Thicumanthiram”. Eventually he reached Kailaas. 


32. Dhandiadigal Neayanar Pursenam. 


]. There was in Thiruvaaroor of Chola Naadu a blind 
person called Dhandi Adigal Naayanaar. He used to go round 
the temple daily. chant the Panchaakshara always and see 
God withia himself. 


2. At that: time; as the Jains had eacroached on the 
ssored tank: ncar the temple, Dhandi--Adigal Naaysossr began: 
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to widen the tank bed. Though he was torn blind, he did 
the work successfully with the help of a fope tied between 
two posts one on the bank and the other in the tank bed. 
The Jains asked him sot to dig lest insects should dic. 
But he told them that what he was doiag was a sacred act. 
the value of which could not be understocd by them. Hé 
also said that, by the Lord’s grace, he might even get his 
eye sight and they might loose theirs. The Jains removed the 
posts and the rope and ridiculed him by ‘saying that, if he 
got his eye sight, they would leave the place, Dhandi Adigal 
Naayanaar went to the temple and prostrated before the 
Lord in distress at what had bappened. 


3. The Lord appeared in his dream and aséured him 
that he would get his eye sight and the Jains would loose theirs 
the next day. The Lord also appeared in the King’s dream 
and told him about Dhandi Adigal Naayanaar and asked the 
Kiog to help him to complete his work. Next day, the: 
king met Dhandi Adigal Naayaoaar and the Jains. The latter 
undertook to run away from the place if Dhandi Adigal 
Naayansar got his cye sight. Dhandi Adigal Neayanasr 
chanted the Panchaakshara and bathed in the tank. When he 
rose from the water, he had got his eye sight and the 
Jains bad lost theirs. The King’s men sent the Jains out of 
the place. The King seized their schools and other building 
and deepened the tank and built walls around it. Dhandi 
Adigal Naayanaar attained Siva Loka ia due course. 


33. Moeerka Neayanaar Puraanem. 


1. There was rich Vellala in Thtraverkaadu of Thondai: 
Naadu. He used to feed devotees of Lord SIVA daily and. 
also «ogivo thom. what they wanted. In due course, he 
became poor. aad: yet he did not want to give up focding, 
and entertaining devotees. So he went to several places. 
and indulged in gambling. The gains: that accrued from. 
gambling were utilised by him for feeding devotees and. 
sapplying their other wants. He himself did not touch even 
apie out of such gains. He used to attack with his dagger. 
persons who. failed to honour their bets in gambling. So he. 
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was called ‘Narchudar Moorkac’, (meaning a fair gambler 
and a harsh person), In due course, attained the feet of 
Lord SIVA as he entertained devotees till the very end. 


34. Semaasimasra Naayanaar Puraanam. 


1, There was a Brahmin in Thiruvambar in Chola Naadu 
Called Somaasimaara Naayamaar. He devoutly chanted the 
Panchaakshara always and also entertained devotees of 
Lord SIVA without looking to their caste, creed or other 
qualities. He performed Yagnas to please Gord SIVA and 
without looking amy other benefit. He went to 
Thiruvasroor and was greatly devoted to Sundaramoorthy 
Naayanaar. By such devotion, he attained Siva Loka. 


35. Saakkia Nasyanaar Purasnam, 


1, There was a Vellala in Tiruchchaathumangai who 
Was always anxiously searching for the best means of 
attaining salvation in life and avoiding further births. Ino this 
Search, he became a Buddhist and studied the tenets of 
Buddhism seriously but he found that Buddhism could not 
help him to achieve his end. He similarly studied all other 
cults and found that only Saivism could give him the 
salvation desired by him and that Lord SIVA alone was 
the God Who could [ft him out of the rut. So, although 
he continued to be a Buddhist, he began to worship 
Lord SIVA aad vowed not to take food without worshipp- 
ing the Linga form of Lord SIVA. Accordingly, he 
worshipped a Linga found nearby. In his costasy. without 
realising What he was doing, he threw a brick on the Linga. 
As Lord SIVA always gladly accepted all offering made 
by His devotees who had great affection for Him, the brick 
bat was accepted by Him. Next day, again the Vellala 
repeated the same act. Though at first he was surprised why 
he should have committed that act om the previous day. 
he concluded that he must have been prompted to do it on 
account of the Lord’s owa will. Oa this assumption, he 
repeated the same act every day with a religious ferveur. 
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One day, he was about to take meals without having 
darshan of the Linga and without throwing a stone as usual, 
Suddenly, he remembered that default asd, leaving his meal, 
he ran to the Linga, fondly hugged it and threw a stone 
as usual on the Linga. The Lord and Goddess Parrvathi 
appeared on theif Vrushabha meunt and gathered him to 
Their feet. 


36. Sitappuli Neeayenear Puraenem. 


1, There was a Brabmin called Sirappeli Nasyanaat in 
Thiruveskkoor of Chola Naadu. He slways cntertaised’ 
SIVA Bhakthas and gave them what they wanted. He was 
constantly chanting the Panchaakshara mantbra and performed 
vatlous yagnas to plese Lerd SIVA and in due course 
attained the Lord's feet, . 


37. Sisuthenda Maayanear Pureanem. 


1. In Tisuchohenkaattaankudi of Chola Naadu lived 
Paranjothiyaar. He was well-versed in the art of warfare 
and at the same time he was also a great scholar. He was 
convinced that the Lord’s feet alone could confer salvaties. 
He was, therefore always meditating on Lord SIVA and aiso 
catertaining His devotees regularly, 


2. Once, he went to battle on bebalf of the King and 
returned victorious with a great amount of booty. The King 
greatly appreciated his valour. The ministers told the King 
that, as Paranjothiyaar was a great devotee of Lord SIVA, 
nobody could defeat him. The MKiag who was a devout 
Saivite himsclf felt that it was a great sin on his part 
to have exposed a devout Saivite like Paranjothiyaar to 
the risks of warfare. He, therefore, gave him  valuabie 
presents and relieved him from service to the King to 
that he (Paranjothiyaar) could devote his attention solely 
to the worship ef Lord SIVA Paranjotblyaar then went 
to his place and he and his wife Thiruvenkaattunangaiyass. 
Worthipped the Lerd of Ganapatheeswaram and entertained 
Siva Bhakthas, ‘On actount of his humility before Siva Bhakthas, 
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he was called “Siruthondar’’ He had a son by same 
Secraaian. He was put into the school in his fifth year. 
Once, Siruthondar had the great privilego of entertaining 
Thirugnaanasambandhar. 


3. One day, Siruthondar could not get a Siva Bhakthe 
as his guest. So he went ia search of one. At that time, 
Lord Siva took the form of a Sivayogi and appeared in 
Siruthendar’s house. Though the maid servant and the wife 
of Siruthondar begged the Sivayogi to remain in the house 
saying that Siruthondar would retum shortly, the Yogi 
expressed bis unwillingness to stay in a house from which 
its master was absent and told them they could find him 
wader the tree in the temple. 


, 4. Siruthondar’s search for a Siva Bhatha was fruitless. 
Ho returned home very much distraught. When he learned 
from his wife about the Yogi, he hastened to the temple and 
begged the Yogi Who was under the tree to go to his house 
and take food. But the Siva Yogi told him thet he could 
net feed him (the Yogi) easily. He explained that he used 
te eat only once in six months and thet, for his dinner, he must 
have the only male child of the family and the child should 
have flawless body and be aged five years only. He added 
that the mother and the father of the child should with great 
pleasure cut the child, cook the flesh and serve it to him. 
Siruthondar agreed to serve the Yogi accerdingly and went 
home. He told his wife about all this and then got his son 
from the school. The mother and father washed the child 
end adorned him. Shen they both caught hold of him in 
order to cut him. The boy, seeing that the parents were 
happy in putting him to such constrafnt, also felt happy, 
When the father cut the boy’s head and the mother cooked 
the flesh. She gave the head to the maidservant thinking 
thet it would not be suitable for beeing cooked. 


5. Siruthondar then went the Sivayogi and informed 
him that foed had been prepared according to his speci- 
fications and took him to his house. Then Siruthondar and 
his wife worshipped him respectfully. At his behest 
Sicuthondar’s wife served rice and the cooked ficsh, The 
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Siva Yogi, hewever. wanted the cooked flech of the head 
also to be served. Luckily, the maid servant who had 
received the head from her mistress had cooked it and so 
it was also served. Then the Siva Yogi raised another 
hurdle and asked for the company of @ Siva Bhaktha at the 
dinner. Sirutbondar could net find one. He told the Siva Yogi 
that, though he would serve food to aay one who had 
smeared the sacred ash on his body, he could find nene. 
The Siva Yogi then told Siruthondar to sit with him as he 
was always smearing the sacred ash on his bedy with great 
devotion. The Siva Yogi asked Siruthoadar’s wife to serve 
Siruthondar also the rice and the cooked flesh. She served 
them accordingly. Now the Siva Yogi asked Sirathondar to 
get his son also to eat. He would not accept any excuse 
and refused to cat unless Siruthondar called his som. Then 
Biruthondar and his wife went out and called their eon. The 
son came running as if he was returning from the school. 
The parents were happy that the Siva Yogi would sow take 
his food and went into the bouse with their son But, te 
their surprise, they found that the Siva Yogi had disappeared 
as also the cooked flesh that had been served. Siruthondas 
was ia great distress at this development. Just thea Lord 
SIVA appeared with Goddess Paarvathi and Lord Subrahmanya 
on the Vrushabha mount surrounded by all Gods and Rishbis 
and gave darshan to Siruthondar, his wife, son and the 
maid servant. The Lord took all the four of them to Kailaas 
to keep them always in His presence. 


36, Cheramaen Perumasn Naeyanaar Puraanam. 


1. A Chera prince was born in the royal family at 
Kodungaloor and he was named Perumaa Kothaiyaar. Though 
he was a prince, be led the life of  sanyasin (a person 
who had renounced the worldly life) m a sacred place 
called Thiruvanjaikkalam. He used to take his bath well 
before sunrise, perform his seligious rites and do service 
te Lord SIVA in the temple of that place in various ways 
such a8 raising a flower garden, gathering flewers and making 
gailands and sweeping and cleaning the temple premises, At 
that time, the Chera Kiag Cheagoreporayan voluntarily 
gave up his thrane in pursujt of spiritual advaneement end 
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ééif-réafisation. The ministers thea invited Perumaakorhalyaar 
‘to take throne. The prince was appreabensive that to do 
do would greafly upset the peaceful aad devotional fife that 
‘he Was lesiding prayed to the Lord for guidance. The 
Lord's grace indicated that the prince should take the fhorne. 
M4 G16 60 16 the Gelight of the antious ministers. 


2. When he was crowned, he was taken in e proceasien 
on .an elephant. He thea ssw a washerman whose entire 
body was covered with traces of the fulles's earth handled 
by him jo pursuit of bis profession aad, therefore, appeared 
white. The King, taking him to be a devout Saivite with 
sacred ash smeared all over his body, as once got dows 
from the clephant and did obeissnce to him. The washerman 
Wes surprised and told the King that he was a 
mere washerman. The king replied that he, however, 
vemiaded him (the King) of a true devotee of Lord SIVA. 
This incident browght out in full measure the King’s great 
regard for Siva Bhaktas and the ministers and onlookers 
Were greatly impressed with King’s spiritual leanings. 


$. The King ruled the Kingdom most satisfactorily. 
'He also use to meditate constantly om the feet of Lord 
“Natarnajan of Chidambaram and do puja to Him daily. By 
the Lotd’s grace, the King used to hear, ar the end of 
the puja, the tingling sound of the tiny bells strapped to 
the Lord’s ankles as a part of His dance constume and 
equipmest, The King also liberally entertained Siva Bhkkthgs 
and gave them lavish presenis. 


4. Qne day, a petson catied Baanabadra, a mesician 
Whe used to sing ia the temple of Lord Somesundaresware 
of Madurai and had thereby itoatensely pleased the Lord, 
icame to the Chera King with an introduction from Lord 
Gomasundareswara Himeelf. -The Lord had asked the 
Chere King to give Baanabadara ewough wealth. The King’s 
foy tnew no ‘bounds on séeing the Lord's own written 
‘@omtaand and ho offered ali bis possessions and ‘the kingdom 
alse to Gammebvadra, But the fatter would take onty a Httle 
wealth sequieed for him secoMing to the command-of ‘the 
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Lord. he King then accompanied Beanabadra to the 
outekirts of the city and saw him off. 


5. The King one day failed to hear at the end of 
the puja the tingling sound of the tiny bells in the danciag 
equipment tied to the ankles of Lerd Natarajan. The King 
Was greatly upsct and he attempted to stab himecif. Then 
he heard the tingling sound, The Lord’s grace anneunced 
that, as Sundaramoorthy Nasyanaar had ceme to Chidambaram 
and was singing in His praise, the Lord could not leave 
Chidambaram in time to give the King the pleasure of 
hearing the tiagling sound. The King was, therefore, 
immediately seized with a great desire te visit Chidambaram 
and meet Sundaramoorthy Nasyanaar, He accordingly went 
to Chidambaram end worshipped the Lerd. The Lord was 
pleased to make him hear the tingling sound directly 
everyday. 


6. After some days he left Chidambaram for Thirue 
vaaroor to see Sundaramoorthy Naayansar. The latter 
recevied him and the King stayed with Sundaramoerthy 
Naayanaar at Thiruvaroor sand worshipped the Lord of 
Thiruvaaroor. He also went with Sundaramoorthy Nasyanaar 
to Vedasranyam, Madurai and other places on a pilgrimage 
and returned to Thiruvsaroor. Then the King invited Sundara- 
moorthy Naayansar to Kodungaloor. The latter. Went to 
Kodungaloor accordingly and stayed there some time 
and then returned to Thiruvsaroor. 


7. After a long time, Sundaramoorthy Nasyananr again 
went to Kodungaloor. Whea the King was taking his bath 
one day, Sundarameorthy Naayanaar went to the Lord’s 
temple at Thiruvanjaikkalam, worshipped the Lord and 
reountiog the white elephant sent hy the Lord of Keailaas. 
soared in the sky towards Kailaas. The Kiag who hoard 
about this immediately mounted bis horse and uttered the 
Panchaaksbara into ite cars. The horse at once soared in 
the sky, overtook the elephant, weat round it and then 
preceded it, The King’s guards and officers watched their 
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King's progress in the sky fer lomg and when he weat out 
of theirs sight, they stabbed themselves to death, attained 
Moksha aad preceded their King in the divine march to 
Kailaas, 


8. The King and Sondaramoorthy Nasyanaar dismounted 
ia front of the sourthera eatrance to the Lord’s temple in 
Kaileas. While Sundaramoerthy Naayeonar reached the Lord’s 
ptesence, the King was net allowed entry. Sundaramoorthy 
Naasyansar pleaded with the Lord for the King. The Kiag was 
then taken to the Lord’s presence and he sang before the Lord the 
songs composed by him in praise of the Lord. The Lord heard them 
with delight and appointed him as the Chief of the Siva Ganas. 
The “Thirukkailaaya Gnaana Ula’. sung by him in the 
presence of the Lord was sent to Thiruppidavoor in Tamilnadu 
and published there for the edification of the people of the 
world, 


39, Gananaetha Neayanaer Pureanam. 


1. There was a pious Brahmin in Sirkaazhi of Chola- 
Naadu by name Gananaatha Naasyanaar, He was doing devoted 
service to the Lord of Sirkaazhi and also training people in 
the service of the Lord. He worshipped the Lord devotees. 
He was regularly and constantly worshipping Thirugnaana- 
sambandhar thrice daily. By dint of all these virtues, he 
attained the feet of the Lord in Kaijaas and became a head 
of the Siva Ganas. 


40. Koetruva Nasyanaar Puraenem. 


1. There was a Chieftain called Kootruva Naayanaar 
ta Kalanthai. He was piously chantiag the Panchaakshara 
always and ecotertaining Siva Bhakthas. By the Lord’s grace, 
he gained great valour and became the everlord of vatt 
territories. He wanted the Thillai Brahmins (the devotees of 
Lord Nataraajaa) to crown him bat they refused to do #0 
stating that they would crown only Kings of the Chola dynasty. 
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Kootrova Naayanaat was greatly disappointed ‘and prayed to 
Lord Natarsajas that Ho might be pleased to crown him with 
the Lord’s feet. The hord appeared in his dream that nigh 
and sect His feet on Nasyanaac’s head. Then Kootruva 
Nasyasaar worshipped Lord SIVA in many impertant shrines, did 
valuable service to the Lord and attained His feet, 


41. Peyyadimal Iileathe Pulaver Puraanem. 
(pects of the Tamil Sangam) 


1. In Madurai of Paandya Naadu, Lord Somasuadareswara 
of Madurai, installed a divine one-cubit-square plank ‘which 
would expand at the rate of one cubit for each poet who had 
enough merits to sit on it. Fortyaine poets including 
Kapiler. Paranac and Nakkeerar occupied it and did 
Yeoman service to the cause of Tamil language and poetry. 
They were all greatdevotees of Lord SIVA, wore Rudraakshas, 
smeared themselyes with the sacred ash, chanted the 
Panchaakshara, sang profusly in praise of the Lord by 
composing stanzas with excellent literary merits and attained 
the Lord’s feet. 


42. Pugazhchchozha WNaayanear Puraanem. 


1. There was a Chola King by same Pugazhohchozha 
Naayanaar in Uraiyoor of Choia Naadu. He was an able 
tular. He was a devout Saivite and the Siva templesin his 
kingdom were maintained efficiently. The Kiog also freely 
gave the Siva Bhaktas what they waated. 


2. Once he camped in Karuvoor and accepted the 
homage of the Kings of Konga Desa and Coorg Desa. 
At that time, the King’s elephant caused damage to the 
flowers gathered by a devotee of Losd Siva by name Sivakami 
Aandaar for adorning Lord SIVA. Yeripatha Naayanaar, 
another devotee of Lord Siva could not brook this and he 
killed the elephant and men in charge of it. She king felt 
immensely sorry for what the elebant bad done and asked 
Yeripatha Nasyanaar to kill him also, thereby exhibiting bis 


great cencera for the unhindered performance of services to 
Lord SIVA by every devotes. But Yeripatha Naayanaar 
did not kill the King, 


3. A petty king by name Athikan did not pay hemage 
to the Chola King Hence, he sent his army to subdue the 
petty king, The battle was won by the Chola army, whieh, 
a6 usual, brought a lot of booty. The Chola king found in 
the booty a severed head which had matted hair like that 
of Lord SIVA’S. The chola King trembled on seeing it and, 
sonvinoed that a great sin bad been committed in severing 
@ bead bearing such a sacred sigan of devotion to Lord SIVA, 
he crowned his son as ruler and then arranged a fuoeral 
pyte and entered it holding the severed head on his owa 
head. He attained the Lord's feet. 


43. WNeresinga Munaya Reaye Neeyaneer Pureanem. 


1. There was a King called Narasinga Munayaraaya 
Naayansar in Thirumunappadi Naadu. He was a devout 
Saivite administered the temples of Lord SIVA with 
great zeal and devotion. On all days having the star 
Thiruvaathirai, he arranged for the eonduct of special pujas 
and fed devotees of Lord SIVA sumptuously. Once a perso 
who had hypocritically smeared the sacred ash en his body 
appeared before the King to receive the presents usually 
doled out by the King to the devotees of Lord SIVA on a 
Thiruvaatbirai day, Though the others present shunned that 
person, the King gave respect to the sacred ash smeared 
by that person on his body and, uolike the others he 
honoured him without showing any dislike. The King always 
acted With such coirectitude whenever he found the external 
signs of devotion to Lord SIVA. After leading a life of such 
great devotion, he reached the Lord’s feet. 


44. Athipatha Neayaneer Puraanem 


1, There was a fisherman called Athipatha Naayanaar 
in Nagepattinam of Chola Nasdu. He was the head of the 
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Community. In everyday’s catch, he uted te release a prize 
fish in the name of Lord SIVA. Even though onby one fish 
was caught in a day, he released it, For several days 
continuosly, the catch consisted of only one fish. As it 
was wleo released, the income of the fisherman dwindled 
and they became poor. Athipatha Maayanaar became famished 
and thin. One day, after a fish was oaught and released in 
the name of Lord SIVA as usual, o strange fish with a body 
set with gems was caught. Athipatha Naayanaar said that 
such valuable fish should be the Lord's own and he, 
therefore, released it also. Lord SIVA and Goddess Paarvathi 
on the Vrushabba mount gave darshan to him and gathered 
him to Their Feet. 


45. Kalikkamba Neayanear Pursenam, 


1. There was a Vysia by name Kalikkamba Naayanaar 
in Thiruppennaakatam. Me used to worship Lord SIVA in 
the temple called fhiruthoongaanaimaadam and entertain 
Siva Bhaktas also in the conviction that the worship of the 
Lord would be complete only with the entertainment of 
His devotees. One day when he was as usual, washing 
the feet of Siva Bhakthas with the water poured by 
his wife, the latter found that one of the guests was a 
former servant of theirs end she hesitated to pour water 
Kalikkamba Naasyanaar, enraged at such interruption in the 
sacred act, snatched the pet of water from his wife's hands, 
cut her hand with a knife and completed his worship of the 
guest. He continued to do such determined service to the 
Siva Bhaktas for long asd attained the Lord’s fect. 


48, Kalia Naayanear Puraanam. 


1. In Thiruvotriyoor of Thondai mandalam, there 
lived an oil monger by oame Kalia Naayanaar. He was a 
very tich person and, being as ardent devotee of Lord SIVA, 
he used to light :nnumerable lamps in the temple and temple 
compound. Lord Siva was pleased with his service and wanted 
that the world should know hia merits asa great devotee and, 
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therefore, made. him poor. Still, by caring wages as a 
labourer, he continued his service of lighting lsmps in the 
temples. One day, when he could not get work or wages, 
he attempted to sell his wife but he could not find a 
purchaser. Bisheartened, he went te the temple, put the 
wicks in the lamps as usual and, determined to dic rather 
than fail to light the lamps, he cut his neck. The Lord 
gave darshan to him and gathered him to His feet. 


47. Sethi Maayanear Purasnem. 


Sathi Nasyansar was a Vellala io Virinchiyoor in 
Chola Naadu. He was a great devotee of Lord SIVA, 
He mercilessly cut the tengues of all who spoke ill of the 
devotees of Lord Siva or io any way humiliated them. Ip 
the end, he reached the Lord's feet, 


48. Ayyadigal Kaadavarkene Naeyanaar Puraanam, 


There was a Pallava King by name Ayyadigal Kaadavar 
Kone Naayanaar in Kancheepuram of Thondai Naadu. He 
ruled efficiently and also served Saivism diligently and spread 
it to other regions conquered by him. He  voluntarilly 
abdicated the throne in pursuit of spiritual advancement and 
self realisation, crowned his son. went on a pilgrimage to 
Savivite shrines and sang in praise of the Lord. Finally, he 
reached the Lord’s feet. 


49. Kenampulle Neayanaar Puraanam. 


There was a very rich person dn irukkuveloor on the 
south bank of Vadavellar. He utilised his wealth for lighting 
lamps in the temples of Lord SIVA. He became poor, went 
to Chidambaram and continued to light lamps in the temple 
called Thiruppuleeswaram by selling his movable properties. 
Seon, he became absolutely peor and possessed nothing. 
Even #0, he gathered grass, sold it and utilised the proceeds 
for lighting lamps with ghee as usual, Se he was called 
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Kanampulla Naayanaar. One dey, he could not sell the 
grass and he lit the lamps by using the grass itself but as the 
grass Wat not sufficient for burning the lamps for the usual period 
of time, he utilised the hair en his head for the purpese. 
Lord SIVA was pleased and teok him te Siva Loka. 


50. Kaari Weeyaner Puraanam. 


Kaari Naayanasr was a great Tamil poet in Thirv- 
kkadavoor. The three Kings of Tamil Nadu greatly appre- 
ciated the merits of his poetic works and gave him valuable 
rewards. Kaari Neasyannar utilised all that wealth in building 
temples for Lord SIVA and in entertaining SIVA Bhakthas. 
Eventually, he attained Siva Loka. 


51. Nedumeara Naayanaar Pureenam. 


Koon Pandya ruled Madurai in Pandya Naadu. He 
embreaced Jainism but his wife Mangayaarkaraaiyaar and 
minister Kulachchirai Naayanaar weaned the King back to 
Saivism by the grace of Thirugnaanasambandbar. Koon 
Pandya was cured of his hunchback and he was called 
Nedumaara Nasyanaar. Then he spread Saivism to many 
regions through his victories over the Kings. He attained 
the Lord’s feet eventually. 


52. Vaayilaer Naayanaer Puraanem 


A Vellals by name Vaayilaar Naayanaar in Mylapore 
was a great devotee of Lord SIVA. By his ardent worship 
of the Lord over a long period, he attained the Lord's feet. 


§3. Munsiyaaduvaer Naayanar Puraanem. 


There was in Needur of Chola Naadu a great devotee 
of Lord SIVA. He also paid great respect to Siva Bhakkthas. 
He amassed a fortune by helping these who were defested in 
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battios to get victory over their foes, He utilised all that 
fortgae in entertainiag tho devotees of Lord SIVA on a lavish 
scale. He was therefore called Munaiyasduvaar Neayannar. 
After doing such devoted service for jong ho attained the 
Lord's feet, 


64. Kazharchinga Neayanear Pureanam. 


Kazharchiaga Naayanaar belenged to a Kaadavar clan, 
He extended his sway over many regions by defeating the 
tulers of those parts and, being a great devotee of Lord SIVA, 
spread Saivism over all those regions. 


2. He and his wife went on a pilgrimage to Saivite 
shrines. At Thiruvaaroor, his wife picked up a fresh flower 
which was lying on the ground in the florist’s apartment in 
the temple and smelt it. One Seruthunai Naayanaar was en- 
raged at this, pulled her by the hair and cut her nose. 
Kazharchinga Naayanaar said that his wife’s hand which had 
picked up the flower should also be punished and he cut her 
hand as well. The Devas shewered blossoms on him for this 
act. Kazharchings Naayanaar attained tha Lord’s feet in due 
course. 


55. Idankazhi Neaysnaar Puraanem. 


Idankazhi Naayanaar was a King ruling in Kodumbaloor 
of Konaadu. He was a descendant of the person wito had 
built the golden roof to the Kanaka Sabha of Lord Nataraajaa 
in Chidambaram, Idankazhi Naayaoaar was a devoute Siva 
Bhaktha. One day a person who used to entertain Siva Bhakthas 
regularly could not find the necessary resources for doing so. 
He, therefore. committed theft of grains from the King’s 
granary at dead of night. The watchman seized him and 
produced him before the King. The King ascertained the 
Purpose for which the theft was committed, He was greatly 
moved by that person’s devotion to the great cause of 
entertaining Siva Bhakthas. The King immodiately announced 
that the Siva Bhakthas could take not only the 
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gtxias frem the roys! gremary Dut other riches ulse from the 
treasury. The King attained the Lord's feet in due course. 


SB. Seruthunel Naayeneas Purasnem. 


Seruthunai Nasyanaar was a Vellala in Thanjavur of 
Chola Nasdo. He went to Thiruvaaroor and was diligently 
worshipping the Lord ‘Vanmeckinaathar of that place. Ono 
Guy, the queen of Kazharchinga Nesyansar picked up a frosh 
flower from the florist’s apartment io the temple and smelt it. 
Seruthunai Nasyanaar cut hee nose for this fault thereby 
showing his great religlous fervour which amounted almosé 
10 fanaticism. He attained the Lord’s feet. 


57. Pugazthunal Neayansar -Poraenem. 


There was an AathiSaiva caffed Pugazhthunal Naayanaar 
in Srivilliputhur. He used to do puja to Lerd SIVA 
according to the isjuactions in the Aagamaas. Once, there 
was a famine. Though he was beset with extreme hunger, 
he would not fail to do the regular puja. One day, owing 
to cheer exhaustion caused by hunger. he drepped on the 
Lord’s image the vessel containing water used for the 
abhisheka of the Lord. He also fell down before the Lords 
image and went asleep. The Lord appeared in his dream 
and told him that every day a coin would be placed for 
his use uaderaeath the pooja platform He got the coin 
every day even after the famine was over. He uttained the 
Lord’s feet in the end. 


58. Ketpull Neayanaer Pursanem. 


Kotpuli Naayanaar was a Vellala in Nattiyathaankudi 
of Ohola Neadu. He was a somamater-of the King’s army. 
He utilised his sajary fer supplying paddy to the temples 
of Lord SIVA. Once be had to go on a military expedition. 
Se, the stocked a Isrge ‘quantity of paddy for eupply to the 
temples and made saitable arrangements to ensure that his 
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kith and kin did not appropriate any part of the grain for 
their use, But, soon, there was a famine and his kith and 
kin who were hated pressed for foed utilised a part of the 
grain for their food hoping to replesish the stocks after the 
famine was over Kotpuli Naayanaar returned from the battle 
with victory and great booty also. When he found what 
his kith and kin had done, he get them te his house and 
slaughtered his father, mother, brothers, wife and all relatives. 
The watchman attempted to save a child saying that it had 
not catem the Lord's paddy but Kotpuli Naayanaar killed it 
also saying that it had been suckled by its mother who had 
eaten the Lord’s paddy. Lord SIVA gave darshan to Kotpuli 
Nasyanaar and told him that bis relatives whe had been 
chastised by him had attained Moksha. The Lord took 
Kotpuli Naayanaar to His presence. 


58. Patharai Pantvaar Puraenem. 


(Persons who serve Siva Bhakthas ) 


Those persons who (1) worship Siva Bhaktbas at 
eight taking them to be Lerd SIVA Himself and wihout 
makiag any enquiries about their caste and creed, (2) speak 
to them with great respect and humility, (3) do whatever 
they want, (4) derive the utmost pleasure when they see 
any perso doing puja to Lord SIVA ia the prescribed manner, 
(5) themselves do puja to Lord SIVA according to the 
Aagamaas. (6) dedicate to Lord SIVA the fruits of all 
theic religious, sacred and devotional acts, (7) study and 
hear the Lord's Puraasaas with great concentration and 
(8) do not seck to carn anything by their devotional 
activities ace called ‘PATHARAI PANIVAAR” and such 
people will attain the Lord’s feet in due course. 


60. Paramanaiyae Paaduvaey Pureanam. 
( Persons who sing only in praise of Lord Siva ) 
Those who are scholars in Sanskrit and Tamil and, 


toalising the greatness of Lord SIVA, Worship Him alone 
with gteat devotion and concentration and are progd of their 
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devotion to Lord SIVA, Whe is the Supreme Load, to 
the exclusion of all other Gods are called pessons who siag 
only fn praise of the Supreme Lord. They will not sing in 
praise of mortals for woskdly gains. 


61. Chithaththal Sivan Paal Vythaar Puraanam. 
( Persens who concentrate thelr minds on Lord SIVA ) 


Those who by dint of their Yogic power gain complete 
contrel of their breath, mind and body sad by their 
eoncentratien and meditation view the God's glowing presonce 
Withio their selves are called persons whe concentrate their 
minds on Lord SIVA, 


62. Thiruvaaroor Pirandhaar Puraanam. 
( These born in Thiruvaaroor ) 


Persons who had earned a Jot of spiritual merit in 
their previous births are born as Saivites in Thiruvaaroor 
by the grace of Lord SIVA and are Siva Ganas. Lord SIVA 
Himself showed the people of Thiruvaaroor to be Sjva Ganas 
to Naminandi Adigal Naayanaer. 


63. Muppozhuthum  Thirumeni Theenduvaar 
Puraanam. 
( Persons who handie the Lord’s image thrice a day ) 


At the beginning of creation, Kausikar, Kaasyapas, 
Bharadwasjar. Gauramat, and Agastyar omerged cespectively 
from the five faces of Lord SIVA Viz. Sadyojaatham, 
Vaamadevam, Agoram, Thathpurusham and Eesaanam Persons 
who were boro as their descendant are called Aadhi Saivas. 
These among them who qualify for doing Puja to Lord SIVA 
by their study and discipline are called Sivaachaaryags thers 
are not considered suitable for doing puja to the Lord. 
Sivaachaaryaas do puja to the Lord im the morning, midday 
and evening by physically handling the image of the Lord, 
Hence, they arc called persons who handle the 
Lord’s image thrice a day. 
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64. Muzhu Neeru Poosiua Muanivar Auncanan, 
(‘Vogts fully emesred with sacred ewh } 


Those who eagerly and regulatly use the ‘esere@ ath 
foe smearing on theic body sccording to the Saliva Aagamaa 
rules and whe do not amear it in front pf Lord SIVA, 
Aghi (fire god) asd their preceptors are called Yogts fully 
smeated- with sacred uth. 


65. Appaalum Adichaarndaar Puraanam. 


( Rareene who ettainad the Lord's feet at other 
places ane times ) 


Those who attained the Lord’s feet outside the territories 
of Chera, ‘Chota aad Paandya Kiegs and these whe did so 
prior to and after the Thiruthondars mentioned in Sundara. 
moorthy Naayanaar’s Thiruthondathokai are called persons 
Who attatoed the Lord's feet at other places and times. 


66. Poosealacar Naayanaar Puraanam. 


1, Poosalaar Naayanaar was a Brahmin in Thituninrayoor 
of Thondai Mandalam He used to give to Siva Bhakthas 
what they wanted. Me derired to buiki a temple to Lord SIVA 
but ceuld not find the resoures for it. So, he decided to 
erect a itomple sia ite mind ead, by is geast concosteafion 
of mind, he gathered ia his imagination all the required 
rmwtetiels and workmen, and in his mind ‘he went through 
afl the proccess of construction of a temple. He had completed 
the construction end was about te estatlish the Lord's 


image in &. 


4, At @hat time, the king had duilt a temple to 
Lord SIVA ia Keancheepuram. lon SIVA appeared io 
the King's dream the day heforo the one set fer installing 
the Lord's image in the King’s new temple and toid him 
teat as Ho was gaing to enter the temple oduilt by 
Peosalaar Neaysmeac 19 Thirusiamvoer. the Kieg should 
change his programme to another day. fhe Kang was 
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surprised and went the next morniag to Thiruniaravoor. 
Finding no new temple constructed there, he personally 
went to Poosalear Naayanaar’s house thinking that it would 
be siafyl to get the latter to his presenee and told Pocealaar 
Naayansar about his dteam, Poosalaar Neayanaar was 
surprised at this and being greatly beholden to Lord SIVA 
for such great kindness shown to him, explained to the 
King his frustrated desire and his mental provision of a temple 
te the Lord The King prostrated before the great devotee 
aad thea took leave of him, Poosalear Naasyasaar completed 
the meota) process of establishing the Lord’s image in the 
temple at the appropriate time. He also did puja regularly 
every dey to the Lord’s imege is the mental temple. He 
in due course attained the Lord's feet. 


67. Mangayarkkeresiyaer Puraanem. 


Mangayarkkaraysiaar was the daughter of a Chola 
King and she married Nedumaara Paandya. She was chiefly 
instrumental in eradicating Jainism from Paandya Naadu aad 
spreading Seivism there with the blessings of Thirugnaana- 
sambandhar. The latter has also eculogised her services 
in his Thevaram. She cveatually attained the Lord’s feet 
with her husband, 


68. Mese Neeyenear Puraenam, 


1. Ness Naayansar was the head of Saaliya elan in 
Kampecli city, He always contemplated en Lord SIVA’S 
feet uttering the Panchaakshara, wove cloths and underwear 
articles and presented them toe ‘Siva Bhakthas. He alse 
worshipped the Bhakkthas. He attained the Lord's feet. 


69. Kechchengat Chezhe Meayenser Pursenem. 


There was s Siva Linga underneath a fruit - bearing 
tree yielding black berries ncar the Chandra Theertham 
Chola region. An elephast was regularly worshipping 


os 
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Lingn by, washing the. Linga with, water carriod fo its 
tqyak. and’ by placing flowers on the Linga. The plate,’ 
thetefore,. came to be called Thiruvaansikkas, A ‘spider spread’ 
ita web above the Linga’ with a ‘view to prevent dry teaves 
follieg on the Linga frem the tree. The elephant did not 
tolerate, the, web and destroyed it, These acts were repeated’ 
qace, again by both the spidet and ° the elephant. The spider’ 
Was .aapoyed and it got into thé trunk of the elephant end’ 
bjt, it. The elephant died beating its trunk add, “therefore, 

the epider also died. The elephant becdme a leader of the 
Sr Ganas aod was worshipping the Lord in Kailas. 


3, A Chola King called Subadevan’ and his wife 
Kamalavath! were praying to Lord Nataraajea-of Chidambaram 
for progeny, By tho Lord’s grace, they got a male child. 
It was the spider which on account of its devotion to 
Lord SIVA, had taker “bitty as fite King’s -obiki, | Whes 
fhe.4 ven was about to deliver the Child, the astrologers 

aid that if the delivery could take place a naazhigi (24 miautes) 
ater, the child would become the supreme lord of wide 
territories. At the gueen’s betest she was hung by her 
fost to postpone delivery to the auspicious moment. When 
the child ‘was born; his eyes were red owing: to the — 
1 ‘defivery ‘and the mother calted the child ‘“Koehehoakaavan” 
She died immediatly after giving birth te the child. The 
King in due course crowned Kochchenkannan as King and eatered 
on penance. He died later. 


3. Kechchenkat Chozha Naasyanaar = remembered 
Tiirovaavaikke by the grace of he Lerd aad built a temple for 
the Liege uodemeath the: fruitbearing tree. He also built 
teny: other: itemples in Chela Nesdu and lavishly made 
peovieion for poja te the Lard in all the temples. He 
went to Chiddmbaram and built residences for, the Archakas 
of Lord Nataraajaa (called Thillaivaazh Andhanarkal. He 
attained the Lord’s feet. 


70. Thiru Neelakanta Yoazhpaana Naayanaar 
Puraaaam, 


Thinigeclakinta Yédstipahma Nesysnasr: ved i 
duit, id Nadu Nawdu: “He” idl to ri 
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lon a pilgrimage to Reivije- shrines, and. play the songs in 
wraise of Lord SIVA on his ateinged instrument called 
‘Wearh,. Moo: day, he. played euch musi¢, in frent of tho 
womple of iatrd Clhokkaaaatha. of Maducgi, That aight, 
Lord Clokkensatha. appeared in the. dream of His devotees. 
ext morning, they took Thiruneelakanta Yaazhpasnar tq. 

© presence of Lord SIVA accerding to the directions of 
‘the Lord given to them in their dream. Whon Thireneela- 
Kkanta Yaazbpaanar played the music there, the Lord 
nnourced in a divine voice that, as the musical instrument 
fwas likely to be damaged by “the moisture on the ground, 
% golden platform should be peovided ih the Yaazhpaanar: 
At was accordingly provided and Thiruncelakanta Yaazhpaanar 
ascended it and played his musical instrument, 


2. Then, at Thiravaagoer, Thiruneelakanta Yaazhpaanas 
played the instrument in from, of the temple. Lord SIVA 
Created an entrance jn the aam@beln part os of the temple and 
Thiruneelakanta Yaszhpeagar went! into the temple through 
that entrance aod worshipped Lord Vanmeekinanthar. Then 
he went to Sirkaaghi, worshippay Thirugnaanasambandhar 
and thereafter accompanied Tateugpasfasambandhar in all bis 
pilgrimages playing his Yaazh as am accompaniment te 
Thirugnaanasambandhat’s songs and finally merged in the Lord 
along with Thirngnaanasambandhar at Thirunalloor Perumanam. 


71. Sadaya Naayanaar Puraanam. 


Sadaya Naayanaar was an Aadhi Siva in Thirunaavaloor, 
He had the great good fortune of being the father o! 
Sundaramoorthy Naayansar who did yeoman  servici 
to Saivism. 
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72. \sal Gnaaniyaor Puraanam 


Isai Gnassiyaar was the wife of Sadsys Nasyassat 
aad she had the great good fortune of giving birth te 
Suadacameorthy Nasyanasr. Her greataces is, therefore, 
indescribable, 








